This Personal Mission History has been prepared from original 445" Bomb Group records
found in the National Archives and Records Agency (NARA) in College Park, Maryland.

Compiled by:
Michael S. Simpson
Captain, USAFR

Deborah A. Simpson

1381 E Nancy Ave
San Tan Valley, AZ 85140

E-Mail: Mike@445BG.org

The 445t Bomb group’s website can be found at:

http://www.445BG.org
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HOW TO READ THE ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS

The Cover is self-explained except for aircraft silhouette. The image is either a photograph (if
possible) of the aircraft flown on the first mission, or a color image with the appropriate
markings. The approved logo for the 445™" Bomb Group (Heavy) and the appropriate squadron
patch mark the top of the cover.

Each group within the Second Air Division could be identified by individual group marking on
the tail fin/rudder assembly. Originally, the 445" was identified with a large white circle on the
upper portion of the fin with the letter ‘F’ in the middle. Below that was the aircraft’s radio call
letter. Early in 1944, the designation was changed to a solid black fin with a horizontal white
stripe. The radio call letter was placed in the center of the stripe. All aircraft in the 2" Combat
Wing of the 2" Air Division had black and white markings.

Two large letters on the side of the fuselage and just forward of the tail assembly defined the

squadron the aircraft was assigned to. A smaller letter identified the radio call letter for the
aircraft. There were four squadrons in the 445th Bomb Group:

B-24 Markings for the 445 Bomb Group Squadron

Wing Tail ID Code Radio I
Communication

700t IS Displeased

701t MK Wallet
@ .ﬂ 702 WV  Markum

7039 RN Baffle

Circle — black (As of April 1944) Black letters located on both
Letter — White Base color - Black sides of the B-24 near Tail Fin.
“F” for the 445% BG Stripe color — White Each Sqd. was assigned a
Letter - Black representing communication code word.

the ‘call letter’ of the plane

Notes of Interest defines how many missions were needed to complete a “tour” and what a
‘mission” was. Credits/Acknowledgements details why and how this mission history came
into being. Battle Honors details the various campaigns members of the 445" Bomb Group
served in. This history was compiled from official Army Air Force records. They can be used to
obtain medals or to verify service. A map of the base showing the layout of the airfield is
included.

The 445 Group Mission History details the individual’s mission number, date and the group
mission number, the city, country and target, type and size of bombs used. It also indicates
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the accuracy of bombs dropped, the number of aircraft over the target, number of ships lost (if
any) and the approximate total flying time which included getting into formation.

The Personal Mission History defines the individual’'s combat record by mission humber and
date flown. The name of the city and a general description of the target is included with each
mission. The aircraft flown on that mission has been identified by tail number, radio call letter
and name, if any, for the aircraft. The crew manifest for each mission on which the subject
took part, indicates the other crew members, their job, and their rank at the time. The crew
member for which this document has been prepared is highlighted in bold type.

Integrated into the Personal Mission History is the 8™ Air Force Mission Summaries to show the
role of the 445" Bomb Group in the air campaign against Ge conducted by the 8™ Air Force.
This section includes the 8% Air Force Field Order Number, the total number of all aircraft
dispatched against the targets in the field order, and what fighter escort was provided. At the
end of each day’s summary, a table has been added to show the 445™’s effort. The table
includes the group’s mission number, target, number of aircraft launched and the number of
aircraft lost on that mission (if any).

Terminology Used:

Rank (low to high):
F/O Flying Officer Pvt Private
o 2nd Lt 27 Ljeutenant A Pfc Private First Class
ﬁ 1stLt 1%t Lieutenant i Cpl Corporal
© Capt Captain 9 st Sergeant
L -
w Maj Major = S/Sqt Staff Sergeant
o L
Lt Col Lieutenant Colonel T/Sgt Technical Sergeant
Col Colonel M/Sgt  Master Sergeant
Crew Positions: 15 Pilot Fly’s the aircraft and is in command in the air,
regardless of rank.
. . il e fl
(Officers) Co-Pilot A_ rated pilot who q55|sts the 1 Pilot in flying the
aircraft and scans instruments.
Navi Keeps detailed records of aircraft position at all
avigator )
times.
Arms and drops bombs. Uses Norden bombsight if
Bombardier aircraft is equipped, otherwise drops on lead
aircraft’s signal.
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Pilotage Navigator

Navigator riding in the nose turret to pick out visual
references on the ground; drops bombs when lead
aircraft drops.

(Enlisted)

Flight Engineer

Monitors engine controls and fires top turret guns.

Radio Operator

Controls radio equipment in the aircraft and
maintains communication log.

Nose Turret

Gunner who mans the nose turret; also can act as
‘togglier’ to drop bombs when lead aircraft drops.

Top Turret

Power turret just aft of the flight deck with twin .50
caliber M-2 heavy machineguns; usually manned by
Flight Engineer.

Waist Gunner

One of two gunner in the waist position firing a
single .50 caliber machinegun.

Retractable turret located between bomb bay and

Ball Turret waist gun positions; has two .50 caliber
machineguns.
Tail Turret Power turret located in the extreme rear of the
aircraft with two .50 caliber machineguns.
Operates electronic jamming equipment to block
RADAR Counter German RADAR (RAdio Detection And Ranging).
Measures Used to drop chaff or “window” (strips of aluminum
foil which would reflect false echoes on RADAR).
Aircraft Models, B-24H/1/M 3 different models of the B-24; ‘H’, 'J’, and ‘M’ flown
Blocks and Mfg.: by the 445%,
1-165 Various block modification designations
Manufacturers of the B-24's:
CO - Consolidated Aircraft in San Diego
CO/FO/CF/DT/NT FO - Ford in Willow Run, MI

CF - Consolidated Aircraft in Ft. Worth, TX
DT - Douglas Aircraft in Tulsa, OK
NT - North American Aircraft in Dallas, TX

Terms:

Coffin Corner

Most exposed position within the aircraft formation;
located on the outside edge with no friendly aircraft
further out. This position was usually hit very hard
by German fighters.

H2S/H2X

Airborne RADAR system used for navigation and
blind bombing. H2S was a British early design. H2X
was the US improved design.
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Feather

Position the blades of a propeller into the wind to
reduce drag.

Windmill

A propeller that cannot be feathered and is turning
due to the aircraft’s airspeed, creating drag and
reducing airspeed.

Flak

Fliegerabwehrkanonen — Anti-aircraft Artillery; later
in the war, the Germans developed RADAR controlled
guns which were extremely effective against bomber
formations. Approximately 5,100 aircraft were shot
down in 1944 — 3501 were lost to enemy flak.

Carpet

Designation of an aircraft tasked with providing
counter RADAR measures during a mission.

Carpetbagger Mission

Special unit that flew resupply missions to resistant
forces behind enemy lines. Aircraft were painted all
black as all missions were carried out during the
night.

NOBALL Missions

Missions directed against V-1 and V-2 rocket
launch sites. These sites were very well
camouflaged and heavily defended with 20
and 88 mm flak guns.

Truckin’ Missions

These were non-combat missions flown to carry fuel
and supplies to US forces after the D-Day invasion.

RTB

Return To Base — to drop out of formation over
enemy controlled air space to return to their home
field. This was the “kiss of death” as the German
fighters looked for stragglers and readily shot them
down.
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NOTES OF INTEREST

A few items of interest that have been questioned about:

Weather was never “Just Cause” to abort a scheduled mission take off! Even when visibility
was zero/zero and less than 50 feet. Only the time between aircraft cleared for takeoff was
increased from 30 seconds to one minute.

At the time the 445% Bomb Group became operational as a part of the Second Combat Bomb
Wing, Second Bomb Division, Eighth Air Force; a combat tour was defined as being 25 combat
missions. An Air Medal was presented to each aircrew member for each five missions
completed. On completion of a tour, the airman received the Distinguished Flying Cross instead
of another Air Medal. Each of these awards was specified in writing, on General Orders, issued
by Second Division Headquarters.

On April 237 1944, a tour was re-defined as being 30 combat missions and the required missions
for receiving the Air Medal was increased to six. The Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) was
given at 30 missions instead of the Air Medal. By the end of May 1944, a Combat Tour was
again redefined as being 35 missions with an air medal every seven missions and a DFC upon
completion of 35 mission.

A Lead Crew (three per squadron) flew each day, whether on a mission or not and thus
accumulated many additional flying hours. Since it could take twice as long (in calendar days)
to complete a tour, crews in this category were only required to fly 30 missions.

On March 1, 1945 the 701t Squadron was officially designated as the “Lead Crew Squadron”
requiring crew adjustments throughout the Group. All “Lead crews” were assigned to the 7015t

Definition of a Combat Mission:

We have found that the Group was credited with a combat mission once the takeoff has
occurred. If Division HQ later issued a “Recall Order”, the mission did not count for the individual
crews. If a mission was aborted by order of the Wing Air Commander, the mission might or
might not be counted for their required number of missions to be flown. This could be true
even within a group.

On one or two occasions I have had to make, a “judgment decision” based on other documents.
One thing was certain; no air crewman flew beyond his pre-defined combat tour unless he
volunteered to do so. Any crew member could remove themselves from flight status at any
time.

Page 7 of 285



Credits

The information contained herein has been assembled from historical documents found in the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), College Park, MD. and notes
taken from the personal collection of Richard F. Gelvin, a former Navigator with the 700t Bomb
Squadron, 445th Bomb Group (Heavy). Upon his passing in 2005, the responsibility fell to the
son of the 445" Group Bombardier Capt. Leland Simpson — Capt. Michael S. Simpson, USAFR.

Additional records have been procured from the Air Force Historical Research Agency
located at Maxwell AFB, AL. These records, totaling some 70,000 pages, provide information
regarding mission reports, 8 Air Force Field Orders, General Orders and Special Orders, and a
myriad of other files pertaining to the 2™ Air Division of which the 445™ Bombardment Group
(Heavy) was assigned to.

Reconnaissance and target photos are provided from the ©National Collection of Aerial
Photographs — A UK based organization that has in their Allied Central Interpretation Unit
collection some 36 million aerial photographs made by USAAF, RAF, and other Allied
reconnaissance forces.

Information about German airfields in the occupied countries of Fr, Be, Ho, and in Ge is provided
courtesy of Henry L. deZeng IV and his fabulous database on the website http://www.ww2.dk
called Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 — 1945. Henry's graciously offered to help in the
identification of German fighter units.

The 445 Bombardment Group (Heavy), a segment of the Second Combat Bomb Wing, Second
Air Division, Eighth Air Force, was officially credited with 280 combat missions. Their first
mission was on 13 December 1943 and their last was on 25 April 1945. During those 280
missions, a total of 109 aircraft were lost as a result of enemy action. Missing Air Crew Reports
(MACRs) were generated and have been requested to complete the information available about
the 445,

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

I must first thank Edward W. Zobac and Richard F. Gelvin. Ed is the son of S/Sgt. Robert
W. Zobac, a waist gunner in the 700" Squadron. Following his father’s death in 1977, Ed
became interested in his father's WW II experiences. Richard F. ‘Dick’ Gelvin was a lead
navigator with the 700" Bomb Squadron. When Dick learned of the material available from the
National Archives in College Park, MD, he planned to spend a week at the Archives, collecting
information. When Ed learned of Dick’s proposed trip, he helped plan the trip via e-mails, and
a whole new approach for their transport, timing, and lodging for the trip emerged. Ed drove
from his home in Ft. Wayne, IN to Washington, DC and Dick flew in from Mesa, AZ. They spent
a week there and had transportation to and from a local motel. Their plan was to go through
the boxes of records, making copies of crew load lists, and any other records that they thought
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might be needed (mission summaries, Missing Air Crew Reports (MACRSs), intelligence reports,
etc.). The end product was some 4,400 copied pages.

Thanks seems a very small acknowledgement of Kitty Strickland Shore, widow of Lt. Jennis
(Jack) M. Strickland. Jack was a lead pilot in the 700t and was killed on a mission supporting
Operation VARSITY (the last airborne operation of World War 2) just prior to the end of the war
in Europe. Kitty (d. April, 2002) lived in nearby Chevy Chase, MD, and “wanted to help”. She
ran the copier for most of the 4,000+ selected documents.

Very special thanks go to Mary Beth Barnard, daughter of S/Sgt Harold Kennedy, who was
a waist gunner in the 701t Squadron. At one time Mary Beth was vice president, historian at
THE MIGHTY EIGHTH AIR FORCE MUSEUM in Savannah, GA. It was her guidance through the
labyrinth of military documents at the Archives that made Dick and Ed’s trip a success.

Thanks also to The Kassel Mission Memorial Association for their support and
encouragement of this project. Although the association has halted operations, the Kasse/
Mission Historical Society has stepped in to keep the memory of the Kassel Mission alive.

Marilyn Burns Parylak, my Mother-In-Law, encouraged me to learn more about my family
and has provided many good ideas for research and where to look for info. Her interest in
genealogy was one of the reasons I started searching and eventually lead to me preparing these
mission histories.

To my wife Deborah Simpson goes a special thanks for her tireless work in these mission
histories, cleaning up the microfilm images, restoring photographs and MACRs used on the
website and these mission histories. Her suggested format changes have helped the military
histories become a living military biography of the veteran’s time in service with the 445™ Bomb
Group (H).

Last, but not least, I must thank my Father, Captain Leland S. 'Spike’ Simpson, for striking
a spark of interest in me, even though it finally caught on many years after his death. It was
my interest, like that of Ed Zobac, to learn more of my Dad’s military service that brought me
to this point in my life. My search led me to Dick, Ed and a multitude of former 445t members.
They are the driving force behind the 445™'s website and these Personal Mission Histories.

Michael S. Simpson
Webmaster, 445 Bomb Group website
445t Bomb Group Historian
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445t in formation.

Image courtesy of 445" Bomb Group Archives
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BATTLE HONORS

The following are the battles and campaigns for which the 445th Bomb Group was given official
battle participation credit as outlined in War Department General Orders and the French
Republic.

AIR OFFENSIVE, EUROPE
Time limitation --- 4 Jul 42 to 5 Jun 44

NORMANDY
Time limitation --- 6 Jun 44 to 24 Jul 44

NORTHERN FR
Time limitation --- 25 Jul 44 to 14 Sep 44

RHINELAND
Time limitation --- 15 Sep 44 to 21 Mar 45

ARDENNES
Time limitation --- 15 Sep 44 to 21 Mar 45

CENTRAL EUROPE
Time limitation --- 22 Mar 45 to 11 May 45

The French government awarded members of the 445t Bomb Group the French Croix de Guerre
with Palm in recognition of the unit’s efforts to liberate Fr.

FRENCH CROIX DE GUERRE with PALM
Time limitation --- 1 Dec 43 to 1 Feb 45

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION
Time limitation — 1 Dec 43 to 21 Mar 45

Page 11 of 285



GENERAL ORDERS ) WAR DEPARTMENT

NO. 42 ) Washington 25, D.C., 24 May 1945
BATTLE HONORS--Citation of units - Section IX
6. As authorized by Executive Order 9396 (sec. I, WD Bul. 22, 1943), superseding Executive

Order 9075 (sec. III, WD Bul. 11, 1942), citation of the following unit in General Orders 129,
Headquarters 2d Air Division, 11 April 1945, as approved by the Commanding General, European Theater
of Operations, is confirmed under the provisions of section IV, WD Circular 333, 1943, in the name of the
President of the United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinction. The citation reads
as follows:

The 445th Bombardment Group (H), 2d Air Division. is cited for outstanding performance of duty
in action against the enemy. On 24 February 1944 this group participated, with other heavy
bombardment groups of the 2d Bombardment Division, in an attack on the Gothaer Waggonfabrik, A.G.
located at Gotha, Ge. On this occasion the attacking bombers met and overcame the fiercest and most
determined resistance the enemy was able to muster in defense of this target, so vital to his ability to
wage war. Unprotected by friendly fighter cover the 445th Bombardment Group (H) was under almost
continuous attack from enemy aircraft for a period of 2 hours and 20 minutes. Although antiaircraft fire
was hurled at the formation along the route to and from the target as well as at the target itself, the
most deadly opposition was given by enemy aircraft. For 1 hour and 20 minutes before "bombs away"
savage attacks were made by single and twin-engine enemy fighters in a vain attempt to keep the
bombers from reaching their target. On the actual bombing run, that critical period of each
bombardment mission, fierce and relentless attacks were unable to keep the bombers from
accomplishing their task. For another hour after bombing, the group continued to be the object of
ferocious fighter attacks. Of this group's 25 aircraft which penetrated enemy territory, 13 were lost
to these fierce fighter attacks, which number is approximately twice the loss suffered by any of the
other groups participating in this mission. In addition, 9 of the surviving 12 aircraft returned from
the mission with battle damage. With heroic determination the 445th Bombardment Group (H) flew
its assigned course, destroying 21 enemy attackers, probably destroying 2 more, and damaging 7 during
the long running battle. The target was located and bombed with extreme accuracy and devastating
results This target, the most important source of ME. 110's, was so well hit that the enemy air force
suffered a most telling blow. The courage, zeal, and perseverance shown by the crew members of the
445th Bombardment Group (H), 2d Air Division, on this occasion were in accordance with the highest
traditions of the military service of the United States and reflect great credit on themselves and the
group, and the Army Air Forces.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

G. C. MARSHALL
Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL:

J. A. ULIO
Major General
The Adjutant General

Page 12 of 285



———e

I

!

o ie _..

[}

T i

._ .A,Ml _ monnwey ) St i

- 1

! NOWWO? . vz !
HIVINS gz-0€ 1€

S

L\w.zﬁ& MOLSIH
)

wi TIH G e ~

X /

Page 13 of 285




Aerial photograph of RAF Tibenham England airfield (USAAF Station 124)
Image courtesy of 445" Bomb Group Archives
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Lead Squadron

1-3: Lead Element 4-6: High Right Element
7-9: Low Left Element 10-12: Slot Element
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High Right Squadron

13-15: Lead Element 16-18: High Right Element
19-21: Low Left Element 22-24: Slot Element
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Low Left Squadron

25-27: Lead Element 28-30: High Right Element
31-33: Low Left Element 34-36: Slot Element
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High High Right Squadron

37-39: Lead Element 40-42: High Right Element
43-45: Low Left Element 46-48: Slot Element
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——— Squadron Formation
As seen from head-on
High High Right Uncovered for bombing
Element
—-_........L_._-—
ﬁ—'TJ—r—
_____;_._,_._._
High Right Element
—-.....,..4...—-—
_‘,..‘...J_F_
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Lead Element

Low Left Element

1. 1%t Pilot (left) & Co-Pilot 4. Navigator 7. Right Waist Gunner

2. Nose Turret 5. Radio Operator 8. Left Waist Gunner

3. Bombardier 6. Engineer — Top Turret 9. Tail Turret Gunner
Gunner 10. Ball Turret Gunner
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(Top) Front view of a B-24. (Below) 6 Oct 1944 Low Left Element
Images courtesy of 445" Bomb Group Archives

B-24s 445-BG on 6 Oct 1944 (USAF via NARA) e 7%231AC

Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Above
Tahelenbak

7015t Bomb Squadron
Aircraft Type: B-24H-20 FO

Tail Number: 42-94921
Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+)

Images courtesy of 445" Bomb Group
Archives

Left
General Hodges
2"d Bomb Division Commander

Center
General Timberlake
2" Combat Wing Commander

Right
Colonel Terrill
445t Bomb Group Commander



Indv | Gp
Msn | Msn Date Primary Target Primary Target Type GRS | L
T/O | Lost
No [ No
1 195 | 27 Nov 44 | Offenburg, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 20 0
2 197 | 30 Nov 44 | Homburg, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 21 0
3 198 | 04 Dec 44 | Bebra, Ge Railroad Marshalling Yard 30 0
4 199 [ 05 Dec 44 | Minster, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 34 0
5 200 | 10 Dec 44 | Bingen, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 20 0
Maximiliansau, Ge Railroad Bridge 22 0
6 201 | 11 Dec 44 Hanau, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 23 2
7 205 | 24 Dec 44 | Bitburg, Ge German Communications Center 45 0
8 208 | 29 Dec 44 | Zllpich, Ge German Communications Center 31 0
9 212 | 02 Jan 45 | Gills, Ge Guls Rail Bridge 29 0
10 223 | 28 Jan 45 | Dortmund, Ge German Oil Depot 19 0
11 238 | 25 Feb 45 | Giebelstadt, Ge German Airfield 31 0
12 240 | 27 Feb 45 | Halle, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 42 2
13 241 | 28 Feb 45 | Arnsberg, Ge Railroad Viaduct 31 0

Transferred to the 7015 Bomb Squadron as part of the reorganization and consolidation of lead crews

14 247 | 07 Mar 45 | Soest, Germany Railroad Marshalling Yard 21 0

15 | 251 | 11 Mar 45 | Kiel, Germany Deutsche Werke Krupp Germania 33 | 0
Submarine Pens

16 255 | 18 Mar 45 | Henningsdorf, Ge Q{ar]:]?red Fighting Vehicle Assembly 33 0

17 258 | 21 Mar 45 | Achmer, Ge German Me 262 Jet Airfield 40 0

18 260 | 22 Mar 45 | Giebelstadt, Ge German Me 262 Jet Airfield 33 0
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19 262 | 24 Mar 45 | Wesel, Ge Operation VARSITY Supply Drop 27
20 265 | 30 Mar 45 | Wilhelmshaven, Ge | Sub Pens, Docks and Port Area 33
21 267 | 04 Apr 45 | Perleberg, Ge German Me 262 Jet Airfield 44
22 268 | 07 Apr 45 | Halle, Germany German Army Headquarters 27
23 270 | 08 Apr 45 | Firth, Ge Jet Aircraft Industry 33
24 273 | 11 Apr 45 | Amberg, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 33
25 276 | 16 Apr 45 | Landshut, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 33
26 280 | 25 Apr 45 | Salzburg, Austria Railroad Marshaling Yard 19
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Norfolk, England bomb damage caused by a V-2 rocket
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives
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Col William Jones, 445% BG CO, thanks Glenn Miller for the show 9/1/44
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives
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Jimmy Stewart at the piano
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives
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Lt. Jack Reed relaxing in the Officer’s Club
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives

Lt Col Fleming (left) and Col Jones on the control tower
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives
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Ground Ordnance Crew loading B-24 with 2,000-pound general purpose bomb (2,000 Ib. GP).
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©

Note: Bomb casing and tail fin assembly are united at the airplane, the fuses are inserted
after the bomb is hung in the shackles. With only 28 inches of clearance, the men put the bomb
on a cradle dolly so it could slide under the plane into the bomb bay. Each B-24 could carry as
many as four of these 2,000 Ib. AN-M66 General Purpose bombs.

The usual bomb load would consist of 10-12 500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs, or the
same number of 500 Ib. AN-M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs or any mix of these bombs
and others totaling five to six thousand pounds of ordnance. Depending on how deep a
penetration into German air space, the bomb load would vary. Usual fuel load for a B-24
Liberator was 2,700 gal. of 100 octane aviation gas.
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Maintenance crew of the 445" Bomb Group work on the engine of a Consolidated B-24.
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives

One of four runs over the D-Day invasion beaches — 6 Jun 44.
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives
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Bombardiers and navigators get instruction on
the nose turret’s controls.

Images courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives

Turret maintenance instructions being
given to flying and support personnel.
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St. Malo Island is hidden under bomb bursts as a B-24 bomber of the 389t Bomb
Group, 2" Bomb Wing flies by — August 13, 1944 (Air Force Photo) The Wing
Commander commended the 445t for their excellence of its bombing on this mission.

Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©

January 4, 1944 — Base transfer ceremony.
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives
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Direct hit by flak took the left wing of this 445t B-24 aircraft
Image Courtesy of Capt. Charles L. Walker, 1%t Pilot, 700t Bomb Squadron

V-1 rocket also known as “Buzz Bomb”
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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V-2 Rocket — 1%t Intermediate Range Ballistic Missile (IRBM)
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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The following information contains the 8 Army Air Force (AFF) Summaries of Combat Operations in the
European Theater of Operations (ETO). The Mission number after the date is the 8" AAF Field Order
Number. The tabular data at the start of a particular day’s operations are the specifics pertaining to the
445th Bombardment Group (Heavy), 2" Combat Wing, 2™ Air Division and the crew who flew that
particular mission.

The crew positions are based on their relative position within the aircraft. 1% Pilot and Co-Pilot are listed
first, then the Navigator, Bombardier, Nose Turret Gunner (if no bombardier is carried), Flight Engineer,
Radio Operator, Left and Right Waist Gunners, Ball Turret Gunner (if onboard) and finally the Tail Turret
Gunner.

The differences you will see in the crew load lists come for many reasons. After the initial set of
operations, the 445th did not have all crews fly with a bombardier. Designated lead crews would fly
with a full complement, and the other aircraft would have an enlisted gunner flying in the nose turret
who would ‘toggle’ the bomb release from within the turret when the lead aircraft dropped their bombs.

Later on, orders came down from 8th Air Force HQ for the B-24 units to fly with a 9-man crew and not
lowering the ball turret or removing the ball turret completely. By removing the turret, the plane could
be lightened by some 800 — 900 pounds. This means more fuel or more bombs could be carried. The
reasoning behind this came from the statistics of how many enemy fighters were destroyed or damaged
by the ball turret gunners. This decision would have disastrous consequences for the 445th later on in
the war. In September 1944, the 445th would lose 25 aircraft in about 5 minutes to Luftwaffe fighters
attacking from astern (behind) and low. Immediately following the Kassel mission, Headquarters, 2nd
Air Division, ordered the ball turrets put back into the aircraft.
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Indv Msn #: 1

Date: 27 Nov 44

Mission #: 195

Position #: 35

Acft Type: B-24]-1 FO

Tail No: 42-50565

Call Letter: Q-Queen (IS-Q+)

Acft Name: Ole King Cole

Target Type: Offenburg Railroad Marshalling Yards

Target City: Offenburg, Germany Sent: 20 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Hines Howard E 2nd Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin D S/Sgt | Engineer

Posner Aaron A Sgt | Radio Operator
Cobb Richrd M Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Simon Taffe S Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner

MONDAY, 27 NOVEMBER 1944
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

Mission 727:

530 bombers and 770 fighters are dispatched to make PFF attacks on marshalling yards in Germany and
fighter-bomber strikes on 4 oil centers in N and C Germany; they claim 102-4-12 aircraft; 15 fighters are
lost:

148 of 190 B-17s hit the Bingen marshalling yard; 2 others hit targets of opportunity; 46 bombers are
damaged; 2 airmen are WIA. Escorting are 91 of 95 P-51s; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA).

181 of 186 B-17s hit the Offenburg marshalling yard; 1 hits Freiburg; 14 B-17s are damaged; 1 airman
is WIA. Escorting are 105 of 107 P-51s; 2 P-51s are lost (pilot MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair.
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144 of 154 B-24s hit the Offenburg marshalling yard; 7 others hit targets of opportunity; 9 B-24s
are damaged. Escorting are 45 of 48 P-51s without loss.

460 P-47s and P-51s fly fighter-bomber missions against oil targets in N and C Germany; about 750
Luftwaffe fighters, the largest sighting to date, attack in the Magdeburg-Munster-Hannover areas when
the Germans mistake the fighters for a heavy bomber formation; the AAF claims 98-4-11 aircraft in the
air and 4-0-1 on the ground; 2 P-47s and 10 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).

FIRST MISSION, OFFENBERG, GERMANY

Nov. 27, 1944

I went on my first combat mission
today. We hit a marshalling yard at
Offenberg, Germany. It was in support
of ground troops.

We hit meager flak but enough of
it to.make you realize that this was now
longer a practice mission but the real
thing.

We saw no enemy fighters but the
bomber stream was hit and there was ban-
- dits reported in the area.

I lost one of my best buddies on
yesterday's raid. It was reported that
every one got out for they saw 9 para-
chutes.. They were hit by fighters.
Our fleld lost 5 ships.

I flew the tail turret in Wilson's
Place. - ' ‘ ‘

I got a good look at Switzerland
and 1t 1s a beautiful country.

- We had an excellant on the bomb
strike.

Personal note on mission #1
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:

- Each aircraft carried 10x500 Ib. AN-M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs.
Losses:
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- There were no losses on this mission.

Tactical Mission Report:

Kissirn ~f 27 Mowember 1944 ~ F, -0, 530

. Prim:rmr Target « Offentupe /Y
. Sreondary Torgot = Pferzheim
tnttle COrder S
96th CEW Ne. &/C Dlaprtehed = 154
Litkh CBT
2nd CER Me. A/C Over Torgets - 151
Ath CB™
1. _E P . -

* pe Tho lesrd navignter, 14th Tine, turnod on GF treec enrly to glve o
lrneer run, Boenuse of this, some intorforones resulted with the A21st Sroup,
erusing the Lerd_Squedron of the LL5th Gromp tr oxecute r 360 deerce turn nn the
bont run,  This Squedron returned lrgt In the Divisicn e-lumn.

2. Diffieultics ~n T"t-r “Temh an ned 3ot ine B .

B2 a11 uniLs bﬂﬂb d the nrimorry, t3ing visual and G5 with yisusl as-
sistance methnds, Rerults rangrd feen ~kRzgurcd theruph pone t- execllont. 2 - /10
¢lrmxd, thanvwy Breb amickd, rocolting e 1ot Divisisn Bembine, sn? monpor flok werc
cheruntered in tho tarpet =ron,

b. TDeputy lead, Le-d .:quﬁf"t’"ﬂ L£45th Srrup, drerr.d bepbha Laonty miles
shart of The tarect dus te anoreer in te rect Iduntifiesti~n. Tw~ nireraft drpped
nn this pelonec, - . - -

3. ERonte -'DH‘B

2. Cn the R-vto Drt the o vder of indgs oez newt ma ogebods 13. rith the
2nd Gombat «ring (LL Squ'd*“n) madine Iemdfel]l Timat - brie fod tair

.|'I

Aot Errmr fetien Ere-pmiopod

~e. Mo gmerny mirersit were cnecnstored,

5. l-savs

2« Thore uir: o~ 1lesscs,
6, Orrss Lrrers L
= 2e Duputy lo-@d, Lord 3nw "!‘t’r': {445tk I’;r un) = porstanil crrer in barect

:ldcntificﬂt.ir-n erusing promrtnr. r Yo-sc wpon whiet vt sirer-ft bombed

Ta ' C~mmonts

- 2. LL Smurdr m, 44t Sroun, d-=npx pmoenlts uere very peed Tith beonts
f2lling ~n thi chrlie pefut ~F the - *q‘q-*llim; vardg nad cn bBusiinz nnd Induase
trirl necng. Effietiven.ss of £ hombine ~f 4 Tird Squedier-n, LOTER Group,
was prebebly wery good, thia Igu-ron hevine 1090 por eorh —ithin 2,000 feet,

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Page 34 of 285



Offenburg Railroad Marshalling Yards
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 2

Date: 30 Nov 44
Mission #: 197

Position #: 24

Acft Type: B-24]-1 FO

Tail No: 42-50565

Call Letter: Q-Queen (IS-Q+)

Acft Name: Ole King Cole

Target Type: Homburg Railroad Marshalling Yards

Target City: Homburg, Germany Sent: 21 Lost: 1
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Hines Howard E 2nd Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin D S/Sgt | Engineer

Posner Aaron A Sgt | Radio Operator

Cobb Richard M Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Wilson F A (io) Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr Sgt | Ball Turret Gunner
Simon Taffe S Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner

THURSDAY, 30 NOVEMBER 1944
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 731:
1,281 bombers and 972 fighters are dispatched to hit synthetic oil plants in SE Germany and rail targets;
intense accurate flak downs 29 bombers and 3 fighters are lost:

451 B-17s are sent to hit the Zeitz (132) and Bohlen (68) oil plants; 116 hit the secondary, the Leuna

oil plant at Merseburg; targets of opportunity are Gotha (22), Gera (17), Rudolstadt (17), Fulda (12),
Saalfeld (12), Ohrdruf (10), Meerane (6) and other (9); 11 B-17s are lost, 4 damaged beyond repair and
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287 damaged; 8 airmen are KIA, 16 WIA and 100 MIA. Escorting are 357 of 384 P-51s; they claim 4-0-
0 aircraft in the air; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).

539 B-17s are sent to hit the Leuna oil plant at Merseburg (301) and the Lutzkendorf (169) oil plant;
targets of opportunity are Zeitz oil plant (19), Weissenfels (9) and other (12); 17 B-17s are lost, 6
damaged beyond repair and 325 damaged; 17 airmen are KIA, 42 WIA and 295 MIA. Escorting are 452
P-47s and P-51s; 2 P-51s are damaged beyond repair.

291 B-24s are sent to hit marshalling yards at Neunkirchen (180) and Homburg (104). Escorting
are 56 of 60 P-47s; 1 P-47 is lost (pilot MIA).

Mission 732:
7 B-17s and 6 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany during the night.

Individual Mission Notes:

There was no personal note written about this mission.

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 10x500 Ib. AN-M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs.

Tactical Mission Report:

Mesiin f 30 Ve s 1 R 00 e

Priv-rr T:racts = wonkirchon /Y

-
- B L O .

. v T " . + ol -
. , : . . Yamtmre 12/’1" .-

T . Bk AR I Y

Sce~ndrrr Trrpct = 3 urkirchon 1/Y
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General Infrrmation and Comments ~n Missicns ~f 26, 27, 29, 30 November 1944

Battle Crder

;1.03: cow Neo 4/C Dispatched - 299

CEW

9gt: ggg : Neo A/C Over Tergets - 235
n "

1., Rrute In
A. On pcnetraticn, the lead of the 14th Combat “ing, which was lcading
the Divisi~n hrd n faulty flux gatc cmpnss; this eauscd the e~lumn ¢~ fly s~uth
of ecursc up ton twenty-five miles,

2, Difficultics ~n the B-mb Run nand G~mbine

fia Frmbing was by G metheds thr-ugh 10/10 el-uds with un~bscrved results,
3. Rrutc Qut
2+ On rcturn, n11 units dovi-tid fr-m the bri:f<d r-ute ns thc Divizinn
lead's flux patec e~mpass was {n crr r, "nits flom up t~ tuwenty-five milss off

cTursc. L

Le lroacs

2o Oni elperaft, LL6th Group = (4 ~ver “ounirchen
b. One «irerrft, LLGth Grour = Crachod thirdy ail s "E ~f mnev -n return
fram terrct,

g. Cnc aireraft, L4544 Group - "YA bolloved to have 1nnded in friendly
territery.

5. Grrss Orr'rs

2. Thirc worce n° gross crr rs.

6 . f" ~meents

ne lienthir seruting wns cxetllint throuch-ut the missi-n,

—r—
T
-

S eommand A Mafor Gonepal XEFTS

7]

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:

There was one aircraft reported missing that landed behind friendly lines on this mission. No
record of the crew or aircraft tail number involved.
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Homburg Railroad Marshalling Yards
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 3

Date: 04 Dec 44

Mission #: 198

Position #: 12

Acft Type: B-24]-1 FO

Tail No: 42-51263

Call Letter: E-Easy (IS-E+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Bebra Railroad Marshalling Yards

Target City: Bebra, Germany Sent: 31 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Hill William M 2nd Lt | 1st Pilot

Haynes Robert B 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Golub Eugene E 2nd Lt | Navigator

Evans Robert G S/Sgt | Nose Turret Gunner
Boyko Sam (nmi) S/Sgt | Engineer

Crossland Robert (nmi) Sgt Radio Operator
Stockdale Charles F Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Hahn Paul S Sgt Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner

MONDAY, 4 DECEMBER 1944
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 736:
1,191 bombers and 977 fighters are dispatched to make PFF attacks on rail targets in Germany; 3
bombers and 3 fighters are lost:

419 B-17s are dispatched to hit marshalling yards at Kassel (212) and Soest (188); 2 others hit targets

of opportunities; 4 B-17s are damaged beyond repair and 3 damaged. Escorting are 375 P-47s and P-
51s; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA).
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315 B-24s are sent to hit the Bebra marshalling yard (199); targets of opportunity are
marshalling yards at Koblenz (78) and Giessen (21) and other (1); 1 B-24 is lost and 15 damaged; 10
airmen are MIA. Escorting were 290 P-47s and P-51s; they claim 6-0-11 aircraft on the ground.

457 B-17s are sent to hit marshalling yards at Mainz (221) and Giessen (62); targets of opportunity are
the Freiburg marshalling yard (119), Fulda (24), barges on the Rhine River (11) and other (6); 2 B-17s
are lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 106 damaged; 1 airman is WIA and 18 MIA. Escorting were 238
of 244 P-51s; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).

Mission 737:
10 of 11 B-17s and B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands, France, and Germany during the night.

Individual Mission Notes:

Second Mission, Bebra,
Germany .

Gas load- 2500
Time:: T:35

SECOND MISSION, BEBRA 4GERVANY
Dec. 4, 1944

We went to a marshalling
yard at Bebra, Germany.

Our fighter coverage was very
go0od. Our escort consisted of
P-51's, 38's and P-47's.

The flak was meager and in-
accurate. I flew on Lt.' Hill's
crew in the waist. Being the
extra gunner on our crew I think
they will put me on Hill's crew.

Personal note on mission #3
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 10 x 500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 4 x 500 Ib. AN-M7
Incendiary Cluster bombs.

Tactical Mission Report:

Bagtle Order
96th CBU - ¥o, 4/C Disprtehid - 315
nd CB7
14th CBY No, &/C Over Targets - 300
20th CBY

1. Assenbly
2. hssenblics wcre good with units lerving the coast on tize and in
good order,

2, ZJoute In

2e The foree ws cnmpact upon penctration, The 1l4th axd 20th Wings,
with the 1nttcr following the former, flew the routc in gunernlly five to fiftean
milcs gouth of coursc,

3. Ip

2. The 96th »nd 2nd Tings arrived at the TP five mimutos behind sehcdnls
with the 14th =nd 20th Tinrs arriving clmost si'n'llt.anr_ously 7ith the 2md " ing, thus
e~using bunchine at this point,

FAN nifff.cultiv-s on the Bt-:!nb 3un_and Rombing
', The primcry t-reget ==g tomted through 10/17 ¢loud by the 96th nnd

2nd “Tines ~nd th. 40lst and 392nd Grouns, GH mcthods were uscd by tho 1.~d, 457th
Growp ith sueeceding units bombiny on smokc flrres of preeccdine Groups, The
392nd Domt Group wes the only other unit using GE on the primrry; All rosults

wrc unobscrvcd,

b. The 491st Bemdb Growp s forecd to mrke rn richt turn on the btomt run
duc tn n collision coursc with nrcecding units, Being unnble to pick up the trreke
ing pulsc, this Group bombed on th: smoke mnrkers of the 2nd Combat ‘iing. The—44th

Page 42 of 285



Generrl Infap=rti~n -nd Co-r.nts »p iTigsions

Group succuuded in potting en the trrekdns trace but =rs forecd to turn sheort

of the tnrpct in arder to avodd n enlliaisn crursc with the 96th rnd 2nd Winga,
The d_puty lond (PFF) 44th Croup thun nasumed the lond and n target of appartunits
Kolseknusen, wis bemhed on the poturn rautc, The 20th Ting attne't:d the suenn--
dnry tarpet, usine H2X duz to foilure of GH equipment, Dombing of the sceondary
mns porforn.d threugh 7 = 3/10 clowd =ith undetersined results,

5. Bally Point

n, Tho 96th “ing, Divis{en lond, ralli. 4 cight milcs a-uth ~f th: bricfc
print and the 2nd Combit WMng nlse byeprascd the Anlly Foint, flyins south of it
it =nz3 nt thia time that the 1ith "ins oxporlenedd intorforeni,,

6. Reutc Out

ne Tho rout. Aat wrg flamn ~ith anly slirkt d virtionz ~ith th: axecp-
tin of t5 £01st Groun, =wigh Clo7 fram five to tounty =iles anth »f evurs..

7. ERpuny fetion Foe “iamd e

Ze T oamemw oalrerslt wors cnzmntiored,

Py Lrnacs

r. One K/, 4Lth Prrmk Greur - Luft formetion bet-oon IP mnd terpct
(R ber 2/¥); suen to 1hac altituds uador errtr-l, Mo fomthor Infapmstion
pwntlnkle,

Q, frezs Erecrs

D There ™Lrc ™ [frRas LTTOrS,

17, La-mnto

5. Usnowrer inothe IP, Torect (Priv-ry), and & arcn wme not ns brifd,
pocrlnine ir-e~nfusi-n,

be  h totel of (irhtuen Squndrons deeppid sueccavively omoganke flures
nf pr.ocodine units with ¢k Zivial n le-d, four Zpuedeene (L42.7th Growr) bodns

the ~=1v unit -7 the - ickticn Sprdrons urin- G cwinmont, TR 390ad Gpevp g
the o1y otk o ounit ugine & oquipe g,

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission
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Bebra railroad marshalling yard
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 4

Date: 05 Dec 44

Mission #: 199

Position #: 31

Acft Type: B-24]-1 FO

Tail No: 42-50722

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Minster Railroad Marshalling Yards

Target City: Minster, Germany Sent: 34 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Hines Howard E 2nd Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin D S/Sgt | Engineer

Posner Aaron A Sgt | Radio Operator
Cobb Richard M Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Simon Taffe S Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner

TUESDAY, 5 DECEMBER 1944
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

3 missions are flown.

Mission 738:
589 bombers and 884 fighters are dispatched to make attacks on Germany; an estimated 275-300
Luftwaffe fighters attack and AAF fighters claim 90-7-30 aircraft; 12 bombers and 17 fighters are lost:

451 B-17s are dispatched to make PFF attacks on munitions and tank plants at Berlin (404); targets of
opportunity are Nienburg (2) and other (23); 12 B-17s are lost and 169 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 8
WIA and 115 MIA. Escorting are 630 of 711 P-51s; they claim 90-7-23 aircraft in the air and 0-0-2 on
the ground; 15 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair.
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114 of 129 B-24s hit the marshalling yard at Miinster; 10 B-24s are damaged. Escorting are 141
P-47s and P-51s; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 P-47 damaged beyond repair.

6 of 6 B-24s fly a screening mission.

23 of 25 P-51s fly a scouting mission.

Mission 739:

This is an APHRODITE mission with 2 B-17 Castor drones, 3 B-17 control and observation aircraft, a P-
38 observation aircraft and 17 of 17 P-51s as escort; the P-51s claim 1-0-0 aircraft.

Mission 740:

11 of the 14 B-17s and 8 B-24s dispatched drop leaflets in the Netherlands, France and Germany.

Individual Mission Notes:

~ Third ¥ission, Munster,

- 80 far.

Germany
Gas load- 2300
6:00

Time:

THIRD KISSION, MUNSTER; GER..
Dec. 5, 1944
We raided the raill yards
at Munster, Germany. .

Our bomb load consisted
of 10 x 500# demo's.

The Ilak was pretty heavy
and 1t seemed that it was poping
off our wing tips. It was the
heaviest flak I have encountered

The escort was very good.
I flew the tall again and now
I am the permanent tall gunner
as Wilson has been grounded.
He never was very enthused about

flying..

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried

Personal note on mission #4
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

10x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:

Liission of 5 Deeo~ber 1944 - F. G, 536

Frimare Tor~ct -

s

Smster /7 (64 sp Yisual)

Scenndnry Taro.t = unster /Y (12%)

Battle Order

2rd O™ 2. 4/C Disprtewd - 130
14th CBT

20th CR™ "o, A/C Cver Tarrts - 125
26th cav

1, Asszzbly

2+ The Q20th Combrt Tine nrrived tivce minut:: Inte nt the DAL and £l
in treil Af the 96th Canb-t “inz, tims intcrehonging *ri f ¢ positi-na, *T» elosc
t>c distonec botween Tines, both th. 9%th ~nd the 20th Tings cut th. DAL short,:

2, Difficultics on the Srmb _Jun 2nd Bembines

“~e

2+ All units bomt.d the nssign.d targ:t tkrnnrh 1n/10 c1°“1
sirv.d rcsults, .

t“ uwhb-
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CONFIDESNTIAL

Genernl Information nand Comments on Missions of 2, 4, 5 nnd 6 December 1944

b. GH wes uszd by =211 Tings cxeept the 20th which -uscd H2X. equi t
nfter GU equipment® failure, - - ) ol

. .. The ER Squadron, 93rd Group, attemptcd to mnke tre bomk run on CH,
but could not pick up the tracking station until too 1lnte nlane the rmm, It
w:i ticn too latc for the H2X dcputy to take the lead, This Squndron did not’
n 2.CK, ' a4

3., Rallv Point
2. Thc rally was exceut~d in ~n cxezllent manncre,

L, Encmr Action Encountered

£. Onc Jct 1/C was sightcd but no cnemy ~ttncks werc cymericnecd,
5. Losscs

A. There were no leosscs,

6. Greoss Errors

ne There werc no gross errors. 5
7. Ccmoents

o ‘avigntion throughout’ the rission une execllent ssnoeinlly in the
lcrd, 2nd Conbot TWipg, . ’ 4 ‘

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission
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Minster Railroad Marshalling Yards
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 5

Date: 10 Dec 44

Mission #: 200

Position #: 14

Acft Type: B-24]-1 FO

Tail No: 42-50722

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Bingen Railroad Marshalling Yards

Target City: Bingen, Germany Sent: 20 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Hines Howard E 2nd Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Schumaker Jack ] 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin D Sgt Engineer

Callaghan John G T/Sgt | Radio Operator
Cobb Richard M Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Simon Taffe S Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthomy J Jr Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner

SUNDAY, 10 DECEMBER 1944
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

Mission 745:
534 bombers and 690 fighters are dispatched to make PFF attacks and a fighter sweep in Germany; 2
fighters are lost:

173 of 225 B-24s hit the marshalling yard at Bingen and 3 hit targets of opportunity; 4 B-24s are
damaged. Escorting are 287 P-47s and P-51s; 1 P-47 and 1 P-51 are lost and 1 P-47 and 1 P-51 are
damaged beyond repair.

277 of 309 B-17s hit the Lutzel marshalling yard at Koblenz and 13 hit targets of opportunity; 2 B-17s

are damaged beyond repair and 27 damaged; 2 airmen are KIA. Escorting are 226 P-47s and P-51s
without loss.
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96 of 111 P-51s make a fighter sweep E of the bomber's targets; they claim 0-0-1 aircraft; 1 P-51 is lost
(pilot MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair.

Individual Mission Notes:

Fourth Mission, Bingen,
Germany R ety

Gas load- 2300:
Time: 6:00

FOURTH MISSION, BINGEN, GERe.
- Dec. 10, 1944

We raided another rall &ard
today in direct support of the
ground troops.

The flak was exceptionally
light. We had good fighter escort
and we really like to look up and
see our little friends above.. It's
like a good life insurance policy.

The ammunition looked bad
in the tail turret, so I fired as
much as possible so the armorer
would have to replace 1t.

We have a new radio operator..
His name is Calahan.

We almost took an armorer on the
mission by mistake but he really raised
ca¥néuntil we called the pilot and said
we had a spare.

Qur target was atBlnger Germany.

Personal note on mission #5
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 40x100 Ib. AN-M30 General Purpose bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:

Mizsion of 10 Deeccnmbor 1944 - F. 0, 539

Primer Tarect - Bincon M/

Scenndnry Tavp-t o Yring

Battle Crder ’
14¢h CBF o, A/ Dispotehed - 227
20th CPY
G5¢h Ry %0, A/C Cvir Targets - 215

<rd CZ7

1. Asserkbly

2. The 96th Comhot Wing wes six minutcs 1-te on th. DAL and flcw fourth
in the eolumn, bricfed third,

2, Route In

" 'ne Mits areived ot the cnomy eomst from five $o aine mimtes behind
schcdule, From thot point to th. IP, the roudsc —us floun crrnticnllr, the 1:ad
14th Combat Ting, brinpg from five to twonty-five milts morth »f sourer. Thso
dovintions wire nttribut.d to poor nurigntion, lYeucver, lend Newipatorz! loes
shovcd thet positicns off courss wcrs knon nnd that necusarTy Alr Dorwrndaweat
deeisirng -were nét madc,

3. Diffigultics cn Fomh Bin and Darkinp

A, ALl wnits cxerpt the 14tk Cembet Uine bosbed the prim~rey throueh
10/10 clouds, nsine GY mcthods ~ith unobs rv.d resplts,

b, Tha 14th Cort-t Ting (4 S7undrons) d1d rot bezk dne th £a4ilurs of
Gl <quirm.mt, The 44th Growr start-d a 34D degre. furn te drop on anothar
Group's flrrcs but smok: merkors were drifting tno fes5t for accurst. torting,
lo terget of opportunity cculd he feound in the arce, 89 2 return =1th omks
wns mnde,

£. lJand oireraft, 445th Group, pickid up the vrone GH sizanl ang
bombed prematurcly with six nireruft dropping om this relcnse, 2alance of the
Group continuid to the target and dropred on nreerding Group!s smoke marrara,

d. Onec A/C, 93rd Pomb Group, h-d t-o bombs hang -~nd drop.through
doors near Charlsrei, 5:1gium,

4. Enemry Action Lrncountsrad

2. Mo cnemy ajreraft weor: eneountored,
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General Information »nd Comments on Missions of 10, 11, 12 and 18 Deccrber 1944
5. Losscs '
£ Nonc,
6. Grosz Zrrors

a, lend Souadren, 445th Group - poresancl error in pickine wn wrong
signal, tomtine short of target upon =hich six aireraft reloasqd,

b. Two aireraft, L4tk Group - nccidintal rrlcrscs due to perzenncl
error fenr minutes nfter IP.

"~ = ‘
/e Corncnts
SO v

a, GC¥ Station 114 repcatcd its tendeney to fade out on run from IF to
tarpct, regaining strongth in part near the target,

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:

There were no losses on this mission
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Bingen Railroad Marshalling Yards
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 6

Date: 11 Dec 44

Mission #: 201

Position #: 14

Acft Type: B-24]-1 FO

Tail No: 42-50722

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Hanau Railroad Marshalling Yards ('B’ Group)

Target City: Hanau, Germany Sent: 23 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Hines Howard E 2nd Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier
Schumaker Jack ] 1st Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Durant Merlin D T/Sgt | Engineer

Callaghan John G T/Sgt | Radio Operator
Cobb Richard M Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Simon Taffe S Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | §/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner

MONDAY, 11 DECEMBER 1944
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 746:

The largest number of bombers so far dispatched, 1,586, and 841 fighters are sent to hit rail targets and

bridges in W Germany using PFF means; 5 bombers and 2 fighters are lost:

319 of 334 B-17s hit the marshalling yard at Frankfurt; 2 others hit targets of opportunity; 2 B-17s are

damaged beyond repair and 9 damaged. Escorting are 167 of 181 P-51s without loss.
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297 of 353 B-24s hit the marshalling yard at Hanau; 5 hit the secondary, Karlsruhe, and 2 hit targets of
opportunity; 4 B-24s are lost and 7 damaged; 36 airmen are MIA. Escorting are 143 of 159 P-51s; 1 P-
51 is lost (pilot MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair.

353 of 540 B-17s hit the marshalling yard at Giessen; 135 hit the secondary, the marshalling yard at
Koblenz; targets of opportunity are Euskirchen (12) and other (11); 1 B-17 is damaged beyond repair
and 9 damaged; 2 airmen are WIA. Escort is provided by 349 P-47s and P-51s; they claim 0-0-1 aircraft
on the ground; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair.

171 of 182 B-17s hit bridges at Mannheim; 1 B-17 is lost and 18 damaged; 9 airmen are MIA. Escorting
are 54 of 59 P-51s without loss.

154 of 177 B-24s hit a bridge at Maximiliansau (Force ‘A’); 23 others hit the secondary
(Force 'B’), the marshalling yard at Hanau; 8 B-24s are damaged; 2 airmen are MIA. Escorting are
34 of 37 P-47s without loss.

30 of 30 P-51s fly a scouting mission.

Mission 747:
3 B-17s and 8 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany; 1 B-24 is lost.

Individual Mission Notes:

FIFTH MISSION,, HANAU, GERMANY
Dec..1l, 1944

We hit rall yards at Hanau
Germany. Flak was moderate and we
hilt no other enemy resistence.

We had a malfunction, in the
bomb racks. S

The bombs wedged themselves in
the bomb bay and we had to drop the
rest out manually. We carried them
back to the walst and dropped them out
the escape hatch in the channel.
Hemrick almost fell out of the bomb-
bay while he was dislod ging the bombs

Personal note on mission #6
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Bomb Load:

- Each aircraft carried 40 x 100 Ib. AN-M30 General Purpose bombs and 1 x 500 Ib. AN-M17
Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs.

Tactical Mission Report:

Vissions of 11 Decomber 1944 - Ficld Crders 540 and 541

F. 0. 540 = Prinary Trrpct = lexinilionsan R.R. Sridecs (GH)
Sceondary Target = ¥-rlsemhc 1f/Y H2X

F. 0. 541 = Primary Torgot = Hancu 14/¥ (Visunl)
Sceondnry Tarrct - Hanay /Y (3:2%)

BErttlc Ordcrs

F. C. 540 Fo 0. 541 Yo, 4/C Dispatched - 530

.+ 20th 037 20th CRY
GEtY OB 14th C7 0. A/C Over Tarrcts = 472
2nd C=7 2nd 0T ‘
14t% €37 S45th £

Page 57 of 285



Fo_0. 541

1, "isstibly

n Sivicion rs5z.mklv g mot S ffiot 3 i te ~imumdorctordin~ obont

L
the ehonee in zire homr, TR 1074 20t% Conb-t * {ne dup-rto@ Deov.r -3 krizf.d
but cirht ~irmat - b~?ind sehodale, Tho Uth dipert-@ Folixstors, th: Zn
Dever rrd the GALk T livstewc, .
2. IE '
e A1 unite mede th IF gocd but wr. from siven to feurt. on minnt. s

tehind schiodul-,

3. Difficultiis on *h. Zemd 3un ~nd Se~binc

o Tho ngriFmcd teret o Bembd by HIY mothods thvéush 10/12 eleuds,

su-dren, 453rd ”*'“p drorpcd four =inutcs ~ftoe ¢
otk thet hang <nd g tripp.d out four =inut. g rftipr * -4 Squr-

)
bs |
J
3
L}
Y I oe
A
(4]
-
t
‘!"n

S+ Du. to fomlty B2X cauiprm: nt, the 93rd Group ~=d on. 3ov-dren Af tho
LLPth Croup rdc = scgend pun on th tﬂ*: t. Thiz =3 contr-wy te instwicticns
in 4k Division Tig lﬂ order,

8. AL5tk Tomt Growp cun viome d intorfir ome. fpaw th 20tk Scabet “ing
on th. kC”b rmin. .

4e R-1ly Ffoint

! |

e R11i. 5 ope normel itk th 20tk Co~brt Tin

Foint short -nd ”1"‘n the moT rent. on roturn,

cuttine th: 211w

5. Routc Cut

2+ The brio€ 4 pouts u-s nobt flowmn dne to v opa: moother, A ner peuto
considirrbly to thi nonth of 'th. bri.f ¢ on. i 5 éir-et.d tr ekermnn wzd flown
bv th: Tinrs, i Division column.i-3 not me 1"t"" d n2 units '1.1 div:re.nt
rcu.o:. Th. 20th made 1-rdfr1l -t Crferdness (93rd Group - nd on Sqandren, uA th
Group) nnd Lever (thric Sau-drens 443th Group)s the 14th '-d Ghth Comb-t "iin.-

tt South7old ~nd th- 2nd Comb-t "iny =t Felixstowe.

~

Page 58 of 285




Gener~l Informotion ond Coﬁmcnts on Missions of 10, 11, 12 -nd 12 D:ecmbor 1944

5.. Encrmy Lotion Encountcrcd
£+ No cnemy nirer-ft were scen,

7. Losces

ne Two nirer~ft, 445th Group - bclicved to have ¢0114did ne-r Str-sbours,

b. Two nirer~ft, 491st Group - YR no inform~tion ~v-il-bl.,

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission
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Hanau Railroad Marshalling Yards
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 7

Date: 24 Dec 44

Mission #: 205

Position #: 39

Acft Type: B-24]-1 FO

Tail No: 42-50722

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Military Communications Center

Target City: Bitburg, Germany Sent: 45 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Hines Howard E 2nd Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Schumaker Jack ] 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin D T/Sgt | Engineer

Callaghan John G T/Sgt | Radio Operator
Cobb Richrd M Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Simon Taffe S Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner

SUNDAY, 24 DECEMBER 1944
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)

AIRBORNE OPERATIONS (IX Troop Carrier Command):

160 C-47s drop 160 tons of supplies at Bastogne, Belgium.

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 759:

10 of 12 B-24s hit the La Pallice coastal battery in France without loss.
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Mission 760:

A high-pressure front across W Europe brings clear weather and the Eighth AF launches a maximum
effort against airfields and communications in W Germany; this was the largest air strike of WWII; 2,034
bombers and 853 fighters are dispatched; they claim 92-6-21 Luftwaffe aircraft; 12 bombers and 10
fighters are lost:

858 B-17s are dispatched to hit airfields at Darmstadt (189), Frankfurt-Rheine (143), Bilbis (100),
Babenhausen (96), Zellhausen (85) and Gross Ostheim (60); secondary targets hit are marshalling yards
at Pforzheim (37) and Kaisereslautern (24) and Haildraum (60); 26 targets of opportunity are hit by 37
B-17s; they claim 18-5-1 aircraft; 8 B-17s are lost, 11 damaged beyond repair and 337 damaged; 15
airmen are KIA, 21 WIA and 76 MIA. Escorting are 343 of 358 P-51s; they claim 53-0-6 aircraft; 7 P-51s
are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair.

542 B-17s are dispatched to hit the Merzhausen air depot (198) and airfields at Giessen (74), Kirchgons
(54), Nidda (53) and Ettinghausen (43); secondary targets hit are Koblenz (42), Darmstadt (7),
Kaisereslautern (5) and Babenhausen (4); 20 B-17s hit a target of opportunity; 2 B-17s are lost, 9
damaged beyond repair and 109 damaged; 21 airmen are KIA, 23 WIA and 18 MIA. Escort is provided
by 350 of 368 P-51s; they claim 13-1-13 aircraft; 3 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond
repair.

634 B-24s are dispatched to hit communication centers at Euskirchen (62), Wittlich (62),
Gerolstein (59), Mayen (59), Ahrweiler (54), Bitburg (35), Eller (32), Pfazel (28), Ruwer (27),
Schonecken (26), Rheinbach (25), Daun (24), Wetteldorf (18), and Cochem (11); 75 others hit 18 targets
of opportunity; 2 B-24s are lost, 3 damaged beyond repair and 150 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 5 WIA
and 20 MIA. Escorting are 87 of 92 P-47s and P-51s; they claim 4-0-0 aircraft without loss.
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Individual Mission Notes:

Sixth Mission, Mitgen
Germany

Gas load- 2500
Time: 6:45
SIXTH MISSION, MITGEN, GERMANY
| Dec.. 24, 1944

We hit the town of Migen, Germany. It
was in support of the ground troops.
It was the largest rald yet compiled
by the8th Alr Force. It consisted of
2200 bombers.

We took off in a snow storm. We were

to try to stem the Germans advances in
that immediate area. The flak was mod-
erate. Ve got our first flak holes an 4
Cobb got a piece of flak 4" long and a

3" square. It missed them by about two
feet and me about the same. It scared
mewhen I first looked at the hole 1t made
It was a visual target and this accounts
for the accuracy of the flak gunners.

We shall receive our Alr lMedal for
this mission. A nice Xmas present. This
was the largest raid ever made by the
American Alr Forces. They had 14 individual
targets.. '

Personal note on mission #7
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:
- Unable to determine bomb loads per aircraft due to the varying loads as a result of be assigned
multiple targets.

Tactical Mission Report:
No Tactical Mission Report or Statistical Analysis Report from either the 445" Bomb Group, 2™
Bomb Wing, or 2" Bomb Division are available.

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission reported by the unit adjutant.
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Bitburg Communications Center
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 8

Date: 29 Dec 44

Mission #: 208

Position #: 14

Acft Type: B-24]-1 FO

Tail No: 42-50722

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Zilpich Communications Center

Target City: Zilpich, Germany Sent: 31 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Hines Howard E 2nd Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Schumaker Jack ] 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin D T/Sgt | Engineer
McClendon Robert L T/Sgt | Radio Operator
Cobb Richrd M S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Simon Taffe S Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | §/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner

FRIDAY, 29 DECEMBER 1944
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

Mission 769:

827 bombers and 724 fighters hit communications targets in W Germany; 4 bombers and 3 fighters are
lost:

219 B-17s are dispatched to hit marshalling yards at Frankfurt (124), and Aschaffenburg (67); 10 hit the
secondary, the Frankfurt S marshalling yard; and 9 hit a target of opportunity; 1 B-17s is lost, 2 damaged
beyond repair and 101 damaged; 5 airmen are WIA and 12 MIA. Escorting are 267 of 282 P-51s; 2 are
lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair.
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304 B-17s are sent to hit the Bingen marshalling yard (144), Bullay rail bridge (74) and communication
center at Wittlich (50); targets of opportunity are Grosslittgen (12) and one near Diekirch (13); 2 B-17s
are lost and 132 damaged; 11 airmen are WIA and 15 MIA. Escorting are 61 of 64 P-51s; 1 is lost.

262 B-24s are sent to hit communications centers at Schleiden (9), Zilpich (31), Stadtkyll (32)
and Drum (10), the Irlich rail bridge (51), the Gerolstein marshalling yard (26) and the Remagen Bridge
(30); targets of opportunity are Fensbach (19), Duppach (8) and 10 others; 1 B-24 is lost, 3 damaged
beyond repair and 95 damaged; 17 airmen are KIA and 5 WIA. Escort is provided by 106 of 119 P-51s
without loss.

38 B-17s are sent to hit the Lunebach communications center (35); 1 hits the Telm marshalling yard; 23
B-17s are damaged. Escorting are 101 of 104 P-51s without loss.

Individual Mission Notes:

Seventh Mission Zulpick, Germany
Gas load=- 2300
Time: 5:45

SEVENTH MISSION, ZULPICK, GERMANY
Dec. 29, 19)‘\"4

We hit a marshalling yard at
Zulpick, Germany.. The flak was
meager and the target was G. H.

We saw a few rockets. We
had good fighter coveraze but they
stayed out of sight most of the time.
We flew B Lead but the lead lost an
englne on the run so we took over and
dropped on the smoke markers of the
| other squadrons.

Personal note on mission #8
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 20x250 Ib. AN-M57 General Purpose bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:

Yricery Trrects - licinbreh, Gemund, Schlciden, Zulnich, i ltcrch,
kenrpern, Vevmedd, Strdtkvll, Cerelstein, Frun, r~nd Titture (Gh!.

Sceondrry Trrpct - KeWenz /Y (H2Y)

Frttlc Orier

20th CT'. : ¥a, L/C Disprtchcd « 262
2nd CI ) .
14th CI Yo, {/C Qvcr Trrocts =250
96th CI™

l, Diff ¢8 cn_tho Pemb R q n

~&. Scven of the cloven essigned prinerics (Zulpich, Renegen, MNeureiq,
Strdtkyll, Heimbech, Gorolstein ond Prum) were ettecked by GH and visuel mcens with
results frem unnbserved through cxecellent,

" b, Feur tergots of cppertunity (Fcusderf, St. Vith, Pcnt »nd Duppach)
were cttreked beefuse of GH feilure et the primerics with rcsults fron peer to goed,

- €4 2.-:20/10 oleuds end light eéourete flek rerc crecuntercd ot the tere -
gets, . SR A

d. Thc 491st Group cxpericnécd. interf rence cn the benb run frem o [-17
Greup, crusing ¢ 1000 fcect loss of eltitudce,

" 2. Enpcny i{cticn Erccuntcred

a. Ye cneny eircreft verce cnecuntcrod

3. Lnsgcs

¢, Cnc cirereft, 392rd Greup - hit by tnti-tircrr’t rneer St, Vith,
pulled cut of forneticn under control.' -

"b. Cnc cirercft, 392nd Grcup - hit by tnti-tircrrft ncer Tricr ot 1240
brurs- lcft Serncticn urder centrel, -

¢. Onc rircrrft, 453ra Grcup - hit by enti-cirercft cver !cuvncﬂ (terect)
et 1305 hcurs, ¥Fcll rchird the fermoticn r*“truntly urdcr contrel,” -

4e Gress Exrers
. Lerd, 44th Greup - Aistenee fren the NPIL

b, ILend, 93rd Crcup - cquipment - sclect lewer nelfuncticn upen which the
Squedren drepred trrenty-three niles scuthest of the LI,

¢, HR, 466th Greup - distrrce fren the UPI = peer doncec results.

d. 467th Greup (1 Zourdren) - persenrcl - Commend Pilet refusc? to .let GH
eirercft teke ecver leed rt the IP. He teld GH rirerrft tc tekc cver the lca? cfter
turning en thce tenb run, The rrn cculd net ther te ceceenplished duc te the fret
thet thc trecking c~crdinctc hed toen pass:d up by fifteen njiles,

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©
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Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission

Zilpich Communications Center
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 9

Date: 02 Jan 45

Mission #: 212

Position #: 14

Acft Type: B-24]-1 FO

Tail No: 42-50722

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Kdblenz/Glls Railroad Bridge

Target City: Kdblenz, Germany Sent: 29 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Hines Howard E 2nd Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Schumaker Jack ] 1st Lt | Bombardier

Nelson Donald E T/Sgt | Engineer

Bally Carl F T/Sgt | Radio Operator
Tate James 0 S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Cobb Richard M Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner

TUESDAY, 2 JANUARY 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 776:
1,011 bombers and 503 fighters are dispatched to attack communications and tactical targets in W
Germany visually and using Gee-H; 4 bombers and 3 fighters are lost:

299 B-17s are dispatched to hit the Gerolstein marshalling yard (74) and communications centers are
Mayen (68), Prum (34), Daun (34), Kyllburg (37) and Bitburg (36); 3 others hit a target of opportunity;
70 B-17s are damaged. Escorting are 128 of 130 P-51s; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA) and 1 damaged beyond
repair.
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296 B-24s are dispatched to hit the Lutzel (65) and Giils (59) rail bridges at Koéblenz plus rail
bridges at Irlich (59), Remagen (56) and Engers (43); 3 others hit a target of opportunity; 1 B-24 is
damaged beyond repair and 26 damaged. The escort is 215 P-47s and P-51s without loss.

410 B-17s are sent to hit marshalling yards at Bad Kreuznach (73) and Ehrang (66), a rail junction at
Bad Kreuznach (67), a rail bridge at Kaisereslautern (34) and tank concentrations at Lebach (128);
targets of opportunity are marshalling yards at St Wendell (11) and Trier (3) and other (3); 4 B-17s are
lost, 2 damaged beyond repair and 36 damaged; 10 airmen are KIA, 2 WIA and 37 MIA. Escort is
provided by 125 of 127 P-51s; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).

6 of 6 B-17s fly a screening force mission.

23 P-51s escort 6 F-5s and a Spitfire on a photo reconnaissance mission over Germany.

Mission 777:
2 B-17s and 6 B-24s drop leaflets in France and Germany during the night.

Individual Mission Notes:

Eighth Mission, Koblenze, Gérmany
Gas load-2500 |
Time::6:30

EIGHTH MISSION, KOBLENZE, GERMANY
Jan. 2, 1945

We hit the town of Koblenze,Ger.
Our target was a bridge over the Ruhr
River. The flak was very meager and
we saw no flak over the target. We
only hit flak at the battle lines.
The bomber stream was hit by enemy
fighters but our group not touched.

Today being Durants birthday we
all went down to the dispensary and
had a drink to celebrate his day.

Personal note of mission #9
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Bomb Load

Each aircraft carried 3x2,000 Ib. AN-M34 General Purpose bombs.
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission.
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Kdblenz/Glils Railroad Bridge
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 10

Date: 28 Jan 45

Mission #: 223

Position #: 14

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO

Tail No: 42-51547

Call Letter: B-Baker (IS-B+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Kaisersthul Benzol Refinery

Target City: Dortmund, Germany Sent: 19 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Hines Howard E 2nd Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Lupher Harry M Jr 2nd Lt | Navigator

Pohner William R FIt/Off | Pilotage Navigator
Curran William J 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin D T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M Sgt | Radio Operator
Rausch Karl H S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Kaufmann Charles F S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner

SUNDAY, 28 JANUARY 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 809:
With the prospect of improved weather over Germany, 1,006 bombers and 249 fighters are dispatched
to hit marshalling yards, bridges and benzyl plants at Dortmund; 10 bombers are lost:

225 B-24s are sent to hit oil targets at Kaiserstuhl (115), Dortmund (19) and Gneisenau (58);
targets of opportunity are Lippstadt (9), Neheim (5) and other (11); bombing is by Gee-H; 7 B-24s are
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lost, 2 damaged beyond repair and 97 damaged; 2 airmen are KIA, 7 WIA and 71 MIA. Escorting are 68
of 77 P-51s.

421 B-17s are sent to hit the Gremberg marshalling yard at Cologne (273) and the Hohenzollern Bridge
at Cologne (69); secondary targets are Gutersloh (31) and Bielefeld (7); 3 others hit a target of
opportunity; Gee-H and H2X radar are used to bomb; 3 B-17s are lost and 172 damaged; 4 airmen are
WIA and 35 MIA. The escort is 69 of 76 P-51s.

360 B-17s are dispatched to hit the Hohenbudberg marshalling yard (169) and Rheinhausen Bridge at
Duisburg (80); 10 hit the secondary, the highway bridge at Duisburg; targets of opportunity are
Friemersheim (13) and other (2); some targets are hit visually while others are hit using Micro H; 2 B-
17s are damaged beyond repair and 195 damaged; 14 airmen are KIA and 20 WIA. 35 of 38 P-51s escort
the B-17s.

40 P-51s fly a sweep of the tactical area escorting Ninth AF B-26s.

13 of 18 P-51s fly a scouting mission.

Mission 810:
2 B-17s and 6 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands, Luxembourg, and Germany during the night.
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Individual Mission Notes:

NINTH MISSION, DORTMUND,GERMANY
| Jan. 28, 1945

Our target was a benzal plant at
Dortmund, Germany.

The weather was perfect not a
cloud in the sky..

The Fflak was extremly heavy and
accurate. They had over 260 guns and
they were all shooting at me I'm afraild.
That ship felt like a Model "T" Ford
going over rail road ties. We had
over 56 holes over 1" in diameter and
a multiple of smaller holes.

The hydrallic and electricyl system
was shot out and the holes in the turret
amounted to five. Durant had his oxygen
system also shot out. It was my roughest
mission and the lost 3~ B-24's and a P-51
also got knocked out of the sky. There
were gquite a few injurles and one waist
gunner was killed.

They sure play rough at times over
here. I guess they don't realige our
intentions are of the best and only in
their interest.. The total number of holes

was T79.

Personal note on mission #10
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 6x1,000 Ib. AN-M44 General Purpose bombs

Tactical Mission Report:
No post-mission report available in records from 445" Bomb Group, 2" Bomb Wing, or 2" Air

Division. There were some radio teletype strike reports, but the text was unreadable.

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission.
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Hoesch-Benzin GmbH benzol-oil plant in Dortmund
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©

Page 79 of 285



Indv Msn #: 11

Date: 25 Feb 45

Mission #: 238

Position #: 25

Acft Type: B-24JSH-20 FO

Tail No: 44-48844

Call Letter: B-Baker (RN-B)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Giebelstadt Airfield

Target City: Giebelstadt, Germany Sent: 31 Lost:
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) 1st Lt | 1s Pilot

Wilgus James R 1st Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George 2nd Lt | Navigator

Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Curran William J 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin D T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M S/Sgt | Radio Operator
Rausch Karl H S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Kaufmann Charles F S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Extra Gunner

SUNDAY, 25 FEBRUARY 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 847:

1,197 bombers and 755 fighters are dispatched to hit tank factories, airfields associated with jet aircraft,
oil depots and rail targets visually; they claim 34-0-21 Luftwaffe aircraft; 5 bombers and 8 fighters are

lost:
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377 B-17s are sent to hit the Maybach tank factory at Friedrichshafen (63) using Gee-H, and the station
and marshalling yard (73) and oil storage tanks and marshalling yard (174) at Munich; 51 hit the
secondary target, the marshalling yard at Ulm; 1 other hit Kitzingen, a target of opportunity; 2 B-17s
are lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 135 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 2 WIA and 18 MIA. Escorting are
136 of 149 P-51s; they claim 1-0-2 aircraft on the ground; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).

452 B-17s are dispatched to hit the marshalling yard at Munich (315) and Neuburg (88); targets of
opportunity are Kaufbeuren (13), Ludwigsfeldt marshalling yard (12), Kempten (1), Durladingen (2),
Rortwell (1) and other (5); 3 B-17s are lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 197 damaged; 1 airman is
KIA, 3 WIA and 27 MIA. 140 of 145 P-51s escort and claim 2-0-3 aircraft on the ground.

368 B-24s are sent to hit the marshalling yard (115) and tank factory (54) at Aschaffenburg and the
airfields at Giebelstadt (96) and Schwabishch Hall (93); 1 B-24 is damaged beyond repair and 31
damaged; 3 airmen are KIA and 6 WIA. The escort is 126 of 135 P-51s.

262 P-47s and P-51s fly close escort and area patrols claiming 21-0-4 aircraft in the air and 10-0-12 on
the ground; 6 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 P-47 is damaged beyond repair.

8 P-51s escort 4 F-5s on a photo reconnaissance mission over Germany.
32 of 34 P-51s fly a scouting mission.

Mission 848:
12 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany during the night.
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Teﬁth_ﬁission', Glebelstadt, Germany
Gas loa@é 2700

Time:: 9:00

TENTH MISSION, GIEBELSTADT?,. GERMANY
Feb.. 25, 1945

We hit a Jet Air Bage. It was
at Glebelstadt, Jermany..

Our bombing altitude was an 16,600
ft. and the target was visual, so we
really knocked it out. I saw the bombs
hit and ours landed on the barracks and
hangers. We were flying lead so the
credit goes to our bombadier.

There were a lot of enemy fighters
Up but they couldn't get into us due
Lo our fighter protection. Flak was
light but they got four holes in our
ship.. I saw the town of Ulm and there
was a column of smoke about3000' high..
Some of the fellows in the other ships
saw the Jets tryinz to land about the
time we hit and some of them cracked
up. It may have been due to gsome damage
done by our fighters that he never saw.
The mission was 9 hours and 30 minutes
long.

Personal note on mission #10 .
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load: _
- Each aircraft carried 10x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 4x500 |b. AN-M17 Aimable

Incendiary Cluster bombs
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Tactical Mission Report:
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Tacticnl analysis of Mission 25 Februory 1945 - F. Os 611

Ce Remoxks

(1) Forecnst - Contrrils, moderate to dense, persistent within 1000
feot of modium ond high cloud. Target wind: at 20000 fect - 320/35.

(2) hotual - Winds and temperntures as forecoat - intermittont light
to modernte sumi-persistont contrails, 18 - 22,000 feet ecst of 0500E,

2. Tokeoff, sssembly and DAL T

a, Tukeoffs were momal with cll units having excellent weather condi-
tions. Group ond Combat Wing csseublies were from foir to excollent. 4ssscmblies
were in southorn Englond beocuse of poor forucast wecther conditions in the bose
srecs, The Division cssembly wos good, with 11 units being on time, on course,
und visual,

3. MHuvigcotion - Penctrotion

ce The wings woro olosed up tlong the D.1, and up to the French cocst,
being cbout three mimutes chocd of schedule at landfall,

b, The lhth Cambot Wing, londing, made the route good to the IP; however,
the lood ship of this wing was slower thon indic:ted by its inatruments, The re-
sult was o closing up of the cntiro Division, The second wing in column nonoged
to keop near course but uncovered generclly to the right of course, The third
wing in column uncovercd considerobly, allowing the fourth wing to replace it in
the dircct column. slthough the closing of the wings was o result of an improperly
%2librotod set of instruments in the lewd ship, samu of the troublc could hove been
nvoided if the briefed penetrction leg hod net boen stroight for about 3C0 miles.

c. a1l uings (except the 96th WWing, which hod repliced the 2nd Wing as
third in the column) cpprocched the IP in good order, The Groups of the 96th Wing
wgre well uncovered before reaching the P

d. The routcs fram the IP to the target woru generally direct. Jhere
suecevding units used the some IP, the point of turm wis groduclly moved back. Tho
sroups of the 96th ing, being uncovercd beforc $he IP, hod no more effective runs
than those of other Wings. One Group, the LG6th, actuclly hod to clter coursec on
the bomb run, The 2nd Wing clone dropped to 17,C00 fect to iasure visucl bombing
AP its torget, Gicbelstodt/ urzburg .v/<,

4. Bombing .nolysis

a.  snother "Aed Lutter" doy for 24D: history in the moking! This mission
ias undoubtedly onu ol the best extrples of prucision bambing ever wceomplished in
tho ET0.

b. The Muth Combot Wing ottocked [/Y's at .schoffenburg. Lecd ond LL
3quadrons of the 49lst scorvd 100 within 1000 feet. HR hit slightly right of the
FI but with good demnge resulis om choke points. Tho patterm wis a little loose.
Jecd 4uth Bamb Group followed with good concentrction on the irl; hawever, there
ne evidence of loose formaticon. The HR undoubtedly hod troublo synctronizing due
;o0 smoke; however, in spite of this sdverse condition, & goad concentration was
lcced in the morshclling yords, Bambing rusults of the LL Squidron ore not known -
JC vAth ccmern landed on the Continent, The Lead Squadron of the 392nd Group
{rrted the clecn up of what was left, Its potturn wos slightly right of and oVer
:he MEI with o good concentration on the morshclling yards and on ordncnou depot
n the iE cnd of the yurds. The HR Squadron scored with a hit right znd short in
‘he marshalling yords and o built-up area with & good concentrnted potterm. The
L Squadron 2ll but "shrekod" its MPI - there werv & few scattered bursts, Two
quodrons from the 93rd Group were assigned the “"mop up' position and did a fine
ob, Tho Leod Squadron identificd its i_. end left it for the "Krout” wrecking
rews, Last but not least the LL Squadron of the 93rd Group hod to "pick the
ones."” It wos necesscry to choose cnother aiming point - this was done «nd

-2 -
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Toctiocal anclysis of Mission 25 February 1945 = F. 0. 611

the sudings wero blanketed with a tight pattern. L e e

' (1) The Yambing on this target was from very good. to oxcellent. Bta-
berdiers and pilots should moke every possible effort to keep the formation tight
and get the bombs out on the lead, This 1s on old gripe yot the most importont
for good pattern bombing. Thero wias evidence of "amoke trouble" in onc caso,

Uso overy possible chack point to koep those cross hoirs from moving !

o. The 20th Combat Wing, with the exception of two Squadrons from the
93rd Group, wes cssigned the Amed Vehicle Works for its primcry, Needless to
acy this torget will not bo up for cttack ogain for sametime, if ever., The
banbing of the Lecd Squecdron of the 4.8th Group might well bo used os an excmple
of whet cen be done. LI Squadron followed with very good results on awdlicry
buildings in the target crec. The HR blonketed the IPI and scored hits on what
vics left of buildings immediately north of the moin buillding. 4n excellent ,Job,
of bombing! The lecd of the 446th Group had an cocidental release- thirty-threo
miles from the target = entire Squodron relecsed. © LL Squudron scored hits in
cuwdliory torget buildings with very good results = pattern was elongated. HR
Squadron hzd trouble at the IP and broke up, same »/C bombing with Lead 93rd end
octhors with LL Squadron 446th, The premature relcase of the Lead Squcdron vas
not & personnel error - ccuse was found to be d.ue to o short cirrwit. .

d.’ The 2nd Combot ‘h.ng wis hssigned tn aix* ﬁ.old ct Gicbolstndt necr
wurzburg as its primary torget. ? The over-cll-results vere very good, The HR_
Squadron of the 453rd Group hit in open fields 3000 feat’ over. the !PI. The
crror wps dus to dancged electrical ond mechepical’ equipmont coused by flak. The
entire Wing hod to lose altitude in ordor that visucl sighting might be done.

In so doing, thu effective scporation point of the 117 IB's wes lost. VWhilo there
were no opporent aiming errors, the chonge in nltitude coused the N17 1B's to hit.
intzot. This was no personnel ©ITOr, . The decision mcde encbled o successful com-, .
pletion of’ tho mSSion. .

e, The 9oth Combat Wing hcd as its primcry, Schwobisch-Hall cir field,
The entire Wing cccomplished a very succcssful Job on this toxrget with results
from vury good to excellent.

(1) Too .uch emphnsis cannot be placed on the ne.d for pood novi-
gator-bonbardier coordinction, good tight fomctions, bettur pilotoge novigation
tnd continuuvd torget identificotion study.

5. DNovigotion - Jithdrowiel

a. Rcllios were fuir but slow os visibility at cltitude wis poor.. Only.
two Groups mide good the briefed raliy points, The Uith Wing cut the cctunl point,
short, e¢ntirely; the 20th VWing followed the bricfed route cs did theo 96th .r:mg .
The 2nd Wing ot lower cltit . extended the point of rolly considnrably. e e

b. The routes from the rclly point to eight d.ogra\..s ecst were generally
sood, The 96th Wing withdrew nlong the dbricfed route in good order. The routes |
rlown by the other units from eight drces ecst to thue English cozst were hip-

hazard, The 44th Sroup devictod from course to 05308 ct which point it corrcctod.
to the bricfed route, but missed londf:dl by twclve miles. In tha 20th W
sccond in column the Liith and 4L6th Groups werc off course up to 0630E ard
05302 respeetively, At these points they corrected to course and mode lc.ndf'*.ll .
corruetly. The remcining Group of this Ying storted on course but grnd\x:lly S
odged noerthucrd, meking londfzll fiftcen niles north of the briefed point' of o:d.t. *
in the 2nd .h.ng, third in column, the 339th =nd 445th Groups cdhérod to the briefed
route out, but tho 4L53rd Group devicted conaiderably from course clthough finally
aking landfell at the correct point, after considering the various withdrawal
voutes, it is opporent that relexetion of control rcther thon poor.navigition was
:he primcyy ciuse of tho deviciions, weuther potliathstonding.

I
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Tacticnl Analysis of Mission 25 February 1645 - », 0, 611

6. Fighter Support _ ) . ' o

~.+ . & 24 jir'Division had the 479th 4 and B, 361 4 and B, cnd the 78th 4
.4nd B Groups. on-close escort, with the 55th 4 and-B and 56th Groups furnishing
ared. support near the torgets. e ' - Lt

7. Enemy iction Encountered

2. There was no enemy reaction to the Boember effort. Fighter Groups on
stroefing missions reported slight recction. ) .

b. Anti-iirercft Gunfire - On route considerable difficulty was found
in negotinting the pop to the south of Strasbourg, and meager to moderate accurate
predictor control fire wos encountered north of Freiburg. HMesgoer As was clso en-
countured by o few Groups from the outskirts of Korlsruhe ond Stuttgart, ond olso
frezn. tho vicinity of Heilbronn. No 4 Gunfire was encountered ot ony of the tor-
gets. Practieally all the battle daphge sustained during this operation oceurred
in the vicinity of the Rhine. 4 faw red bursts vere also seen in this area..

8. Losses

. There were no losses,
9. Scouting Forece

2. FPlonning

.. (1) The Scouting Force wes sot up with o route force preceding the
lead Combat Wing by thirty minutes, and a target force reporting torget weather
twenty minutes before target time.

b. Execution

(1) The route weather force functioned noermally, with np weather
difficulties encountercd on peactration or return, The torget force: reported
thot aschaffenburg and Schwobisch-Hall could be bombéd visually and that the . /F
&t Gicbelstadt (Wurzburg) had some cloud but could bBe bombed at 17,000 fect,

Upon this recommendation, the 2nd Combat Wing descended to 17,000 fect and bombed
visurdly, ’

18. Sercening Foree

4. No Screening Forcc was used for this mission as visual conditions
were expcected nnd targets were lightly defended.

11, Radar

a. H2X inalysis

. 1

ilumber - Satisfactory . Satisfactory .
Group Dispatchoed For Nevigation For Bambing Remarkg
389th 7 7 7
Ly5th 2 2 2 e s
453 3 2 2 1 abort - chgingering
Lith 7 ¥ b 3 2 H2X failure .
: "~ 2 boeing investignted
392nd 3 3 3 ) ‘ i
4L91lat N N 3 1 personnel error
-4 -

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©
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Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission.

Target Data:
© Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 - 1945 database, used with permission of Henry L. deZeng IV.

Giebelstadt (GER)
(493910 N-09 58 30 E)

General: Fliegerhorst in Bavaria 15 km S of Wiirzburg and 1.6 km E of the village of Giebelstadt.

History: construction began in late summer 1934 and was completed June 1935. The infrastructure,
especially the housing area, was designed to reflect a so-called “Luftwaffe Modern” style and on
completion the base was considered one of the most attractive in Germany. Officially designated a
Luftwaffe Fliegerhorstkommandantur by fall 1935. Hitler visited the airfield on 17 September 1936. From
June 1940 to 1944, Giebelstadt was used by the Ergéanzungsgruppe (reserve training group) of several
bomber units and briefly by other units that arrived to rest and refit or to convert from one type of
aircraft to another. In 1944 Giebelstadt was selected as an active base for jet aircraft and a great deal
of hurried construction took place.

Dimensions: approx. 915 x 915 meters (1,000 x 1,000 yards).

Runway: had one 2,500-meter concrete runway just completed (Sep 44) and a paved taxiway. A 600-
meter runway extension was under construction. Starting platforms have been built along the E and W
boundaries at the N end of the runway. Obstruction lighting, flare path, beam approach and visual Lorenz
for night landings.

Infrastructure: multiple refueling points, munitions dump and communications facilities. One very
large, 5 large and 1 medium hangar in three clusters on the N and E boundaries and at the SE corner,
all with paved aprons. Additional workshop buildings around the hangars. The very large hangar was
probably for repairs. Station HQ, flight control and supply buildings located on the N side of the field
among the hangars. Barracks, quarters, messes, and canteens/clubs were in a wooded area at the NE
corner. A single- track branch rail line was run to the airfield.

Dispersal: two remote areas to the N and E of the field were under construction in Sep 44.
Defenses: Flak positions were located about 1 km off the N boundary and at the SW corner.

Remarks:

e 09 Aug 44: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s — claimed 5 x Bf 109s, 5 x Bf 110s
and 4 x Me 210s destroyed, plus 10 x Bf 110s, 1 x Me 210 and 1 x Fw 200 damaged.

e 09 Sep 44: bombed by 112 B-17 Fortresses.

e 03 Oct 44: bombed by 49 B-17s.

e 06 Jan 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s — claimed 9 x Ju 88s, 2 x Do 217s
and 3 x unidentified aircraft destroyed.

e 13 Jan 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s — claimed 1 x Me 262, 1 x Ju 88 and
1 x Do 217 destroyed, plus 1 x Ju 88 damaged.
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e 16 Jan 45: low-level attack — 1 x Me 262 A-1 from II./KG(J) 54 destroyed on the ground.

e 06 Feb 45: low-level attack by 9th AAF P-47 fighter-bombers — 1 x Fw 190 from I./KG(J) 54
damaged.

e 11 Feb 45: low-level attack by 9th AAF P-47 fighter-bombers — 1 x Fw 190 claimed destroyed.

e 20 Feb 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s — 1 x Me 262 A-1 from I1./KG(J) 54
damaged and 1 x He 177 damaged. (German report). The Allied fighters claimed 2 x Bf 109s and
1 x Ju 88 destroyed.

e 21 Feb 45: low-level attack by approx. 11 P-51s — 1 x Me 262 A-1 and 1 x BlU 181 C-3 from
I./KG(J) 54 destroyed or damaged. (German report)

e 23 Feb 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s — claimed 1 x He 177 destroyed and
another damaged.

e 25 Feb 45: bombed by 96 B-24 Liberators — 4 Me 262 A-1s and 2 x Bl 181 C-3s from 1./KG(J)
54 destroyed or damaged; 1 KIA and 2 WIA. (445 Bomb Group Mission #238 — 31 B-24's
dropped 188x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 100x500 |Ib. AN-M17
Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs)

e 19 Mar 45: low-level attack by approx. 8 P-51s — 3 x Me 262 A-1 from KG(J) 54 destroyed or
damaged. (German report)

e 21 Mar 45: strafed by 36 P-51 Mustangs — German accounts state there was little damage aside
from a single Me 262 shot down while attempting to land.

e 22 Mar 45: bombed by 75 B-24s — 11 x Me 262 A-1s and 2 x Bf 109s from KG(J) 54 destroyed
or damaged plus 2 x Ju 88s destroyed; runway and the western third of the landing area heavily
cratered; Me 262 operations no longer possible. (German report)

e 01 Apr 45: airfield taken by elements of the U.S. 12th Armored Div. The landing area was heavily
cratered, and many buildings had been destroyed.

Operational Units: Fliegergruppe Giebelstadt (Oct 35 — Apr 36); 1./KG 155 (Apr 36 — Feb 38); III./KG
355 (Jul 38 — May 39); III1./KG 53 (May 39 — Feb 40); 1./KG 2 (Feb-May 40); 1./KG 76 (Oct 40 — Mar 41);
/KG 1 (Jun 41); Stab, I./KG 77 (Dec 41 - Jan 42); I1./KG 76 (Apr-May 42); III./KG 100 (Aug-Sep 44);
Stab and I./KG(J) 54 (Aug 44 — Mar 45); Stab, I./KG 51 (Mar 45).

School Units: Verkehrstliegerschule (Commercial Aviation School) Giebelstadt (Jun-Sep 35).

Reserve Training & Replacement Units: Schulstaffel/KG 53 (Jun — Sep 40); IV./KG 76 (Apr 41 —
Sep 42); IV./KG 100 (May 43 — Sep 44)?;

Station Commands: Fl.H.Kdtr. L Giebelstadt (1940); FI.H.Kdtr. A(o) 10/XII (Apr-Jun 44); FI.H.Kdtr.
A(0) 26/VII (Jun 44 — Apr 45).

Kommandant (mainly prior to the establishment of numbered station commands — not
complete): Obstlt. Heinrich Christenn (? - ?) 9/39; Oberst Johann Gehfink ( ? - Aug 43) 3/43; Obstlt.
Georg Kugel (Aug 43 -?).

Station Units (on various dates — not complete): Stab/2. Fliegerdivision (Sep 44); Koflug
Giebelstadt (Jul 39 - c.Aug 40); 8.Flugh.Betr.Kp./KG 53; Werft-Abt. (v) 117/XII (1944-45);
schw.Feldwerft-Abt. V/30 (Mar 45); 118. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep 44); 129. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep
44); 136. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep ; 3. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (S) (Sep 44); 4. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (S) (Sep 44);
Flugh.Betr.Kp. (FK) 3 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 2 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 7 (Sep 44);
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Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 8 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 9 (Sep 44); D 1 R — Nachschublager d.Lw. 1/XII
(1944-45); Lw.-Bau-Btl. 6/XIII (Apr 40); Startbahnbauzug 1 (summer 44); E-Hafen-Ausriistungs-
Kolonne (mot) Giebelstadt.

Giebelstadt Airfield — circles indicate Me 262 jet fighters
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 12

Date: 27 Feb 45

Mission #: 240

Position #: 37

Acft Type: B-24JSH-20 FO

Tail No: 44-48851

Call Letter: C-Charlie (MK-C+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Halle Railroad Marshalling Yards

Target City: Halle, Germany Sent: 42 Lost:
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) I 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) H Co-Pilot

Freeman George H Navigator

Pohner William H H Pilotage Navigator
Curran William ] H Radar Navigator
Hamrick Harold T I Bombardier

Durant Merlin D E Engineer

Cobb Richard M D Radio Operator
Rausch Karl H D Left Waist Gunner
Kaufmann Charles F D Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr D Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R D Extra Gunner

TUESDAY, 27 FEBRUARY 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 851:

1,107 bombers and 745 fighters are dispatched to hit road and rail communications at Halle and Leipzig

using H2X radar; they claim 83-0-19 Luftwaffe aircraft; 2 B-24s and 2 P-51s are lost:
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314 of 351 B-24s hit the marshalling yard at Halle; targets of opportunity are Bitterfeld (21) and
other (3); 2 B-24s are lost and 4 damaged; 1 airman is KIA and 18 MIA. Escorting are 196 P-47s and P-
51s; they claim 1-0-0 aircraft in the air and 45-0-3 on the ground; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).

717 of 756 B-17s hit the rail center at Leipzig; 7 others hit targets of opportunity; 1 B-17 is damaged
beyond repair and 3 damaged; 2 airmen are KIA. The escort is 453 of 489 P-51s; they claim 1-0-0
aircraft in the air and 36-0-16 on the ground without loss.

28 P-51s fly a scouting mission without loss.

13 P-51s escort 2 F-5s and 2 Spitfires on a photo reconnaissance mission over C and E Germany.
Mission 852:

During the night of 27/28 Feb 23 of 26 B-24s bomb Wilhelmshaven oil storage by PFF without loss and
1 B-17 and 11 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany.

Eleventh Mission , Haglle, Germany
Gas Load-2500
Time:: 8:30

ELEVENTH NISSION;HALLE, GERMANY
Feb. 27, 1945

We hit a raill yard at the city of
Halle, Germany. It 1s on the out skirts
of Leipzig, the roughest target in Ger,
The flak was very heavy but it was all
about 1000' below us. The cloud cover=
age was ten/tenths so we bombed P.F.F.

One ship had a direct hit by a rocket
and it burst into flames and then it blew
up. No one got out, 1t was a new crew,
they only had two missions in.

It sure gives you an odd feeling to
actually see one blow upe..

Personal note on mission #11
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 9x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs.

Tactical Mission Report:
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HEADQUARTERS 24 AIR DIVISION BE-N-29
APO 558
373.2 & March 1945
SUNEOT; Teotisal Analysis of Missiom 27 Pebguary 1945 - B 0, 613,
0 : Ocmmanding Generals, All Oambat Bomd Wings, This Division, APO 558.

This inforumation is sulmitted for your consideretion and any astion you deem
necessary. The dedustioms and remarks made below are the results of the study of
mission yeports and information odteined from Oombat Wings and Groups.

e 0"
RASTLE ORDER FREOMAKT SHOONBARY DLIPATGHD
2nd QBW Halle /Y (Vis.) Helle W/Y (H2X) 102 9
1’.‘“‘ m (] ] " “ n " 79 n
96ﬂ1 OB L] ] L L] L] L a’ T,
20th CBV " " " " ! "
rotuis # %
1. Heather Sumary
a, Porecast
30, 000 —
25,000
20,000 — I
15,000 — ———
10, 000
2,000 P
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“ 2] Fe - 'n Qe
e. Remarks
(1) Forecast - Moderate non-persistent contruils at 26,000 feet and
above and moderate non-persistent in small patches between 20,000 feet and 26,000
feot, Target winds: a$ 20,000 - 300/55, at 25,000 - 300/60,
(2) Aotual Winds and temperatures as forecest - nil contrails,
2, Takeoff and Assembly
a, Taxeoffs were norual and acoomplished between 0330 and 0956.

e doe  EEAT BEY £

2nd 8,300 1018 1148
Lsth 7,500 0336 1021 1145
96th 7,000 0345 1024 1:39
20th 9,100 0636 1027 1:51

b. Di was r &8 a result of at the

(1, The l4th Wing was flying poor wing formation at the DAL.

(2) There was a very large gap maintained between the 96th and 20%h
Wings, (20th was behind all day.)

J) %200 fast & olimb was thought partly responsible for stringing out
the Groups and Wings,

(4) Undts deperted the English coast from one and one-half mimutes early
to three minutes late, The lith Oombat Wing was mot wisual with the 2nd Combat Wing.

3. Ravigation - remetration

a8, A% landfall units were generally two $o four miles lef't of course.
The Division oolumn at this point was eighteen mimutes long - due to poor timing at

5
:

be Route in to the IP was maintained within rive miles of
units exoept in the first leg of the flight in enemy territory and in
Just before the IP, At these points, same units were up to
Low eloud, 9/10 - 10/10 coverage, did not afford visual check paints

S, The mansuver at the IF was effected well, with units
by Squadroms om H2X. Although cloud cover was 10/10 over the rou
was good.

by

?
§
1
!

_%

or

ring to
y Daviga

9
s

5
§

T

d. The IF %o target run was made good by all units exoep
whish bombed Bitterfeld. This Group made an "S" turn after leaving
cover fram the preceding Wing. This astion confused the H2X operator had a
return on his seope for the primary target., 4 run was m:de on Bitterfeld, which
mistaken for the primery target. JNo visual aids were available to asaist im navigation,

b Bombing Amelysis

a. All bombing was acommplished through 1G/10 clouds with umobserved re-
sults, All Yiekey Navigators ancd Bombardiers, the hhth Group excepted, reported good
runs.

hhth Group,
Ir

t0 um-

2
i

b. The Ahth Group had to maxe an "3" turm after leaving the IF in order
-2 =
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mwm-o:umzznmlw-r. Qe 613

t0 make proper UNGOWVEIY. A weak returm on the soope caused the H2X Operator %o
beocme confused. Bitterfeld, mistaken for the primary, was bambed,

o. In mission plamning, ample time is allotted %o allow making good HZX
runs. Air Commanders should endsavor to spece their Groups properly to avoid
oonfusion at the IF or immediately thereafter. Little, if amy time, is allowed for
‘-unngmﬂ'nthopmuerpmm-wfchb-‘m

5. Navigation - Withdrewal

a. All units rellied generally three to eight miles south of course so as
for turms, bringing Groups into wing formatiom again. The 96th Wing over-
shot the relly by ten miles and was ten miles left of course uatil second turn

efmmmdho-am;ru

the battle lines and morth of course by tem miles at landfall ous. The th Qambat
Wing stayed gemerally on oourse, exoept at two points where it was twelve amiles
south of course. Havigators shift along the route south of

6. Fighter Support

tho}55thAndBHgbuanupouolouemrtmmunwuu-onpmm-
tion - in the target aree and upon withdrewal to the .almedy area. The 56th Group
fumished area support at the target.

7. Boemy Aotion Znoountered

&, There was no enemy aircruft reaction $o the Bauuer Foroe.

b. Flak - barrage type - light to woderats, imaccurete to accurate.
& Losses

a, One aircraft, L45th Grou; - Hit by AA fire over the target, Halle -
one chute observed.

b. One airareft, A45th Group - Last seen with the group formation on the
route out - was not observed leaving the formation - no further infarnation is
available,

9. Secuting Poroe

a. Flan - As no difficulties were anticipated, only one foroe was utilized
to report target weather twenty minutes prior to scheduled time of attask,

b. Bomber Reports - Bootleg good.
o. Soout Reports
(1) DPormations gemerally fair - poar relly.
(2, Communications good.
.
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(3) Targes obscured by 9/10 aloud cover,
(b) Smoke markers well concentrated.

10. soreening Fores
a, FPlan and Boecution
(1) Plan - Normal method of " " through target area om routes and
times based wind vector and rate of chaff %0 put chaff at the position and
altitude of the Division leader at the time of damb release, The foree was also
instructed to dispense chaff on penstration through the Prankfurt aree. DBegsuse

wthowmnmmuﬂ&hhmnh“tuuﬂmmuqm-lv
of scirting for rally. It was stipulated that the 4/0 of the Sereeming Fores would

m Exeoution - The liaison A/C funotioned well and trensmitted
the onsatdon, although 24D units only and the MENW -umm'
established oammunication, Routes were flown accurately and only one 3 of
24D enoccuntered flak over the fromt lines,

L. Redar

&2 H2X inalysis

Bowe S HEfHe e

&b &5 b il
b, H2X operation for this mission was very satisfactory, There were
no personnel ervors and set failures were at a minimm,
By oammand of Major Gemerel XKEPNER:
FRANCIS H, GRISWOLD

Chief of Staff
QFFICIAL:

ROBER? H, TERRILL
Colonel Gso
Dep C of S for Operetions

il

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©
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Losses:
- There were two losses on this mission:

e MACR #12778; Aircraft: 42-51506, Named: un-named; 1%t Pilot: 2" Lt Vitkavage;
Casualties: 2 KIA, 7 POW; Reason For Loss: Damaged by flak over Halle M/Y, 1 engine
feathered falling out of formation, shot down by flak near Betzenhausen, Germany.

e MACR # 12794; Aircraft: 42-51518, Named: un-named; 1%t Pilot: 2" Lt Weaver;
Casualties: 6 KIA, 3 POW; Reason For Loss: Hit by flak over the target, blew off right
wing between fuselage and #3 engine.

Halle Railroad Marshalling Yards
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 13

Date: 28 Feb 45

Mission #: 241

Position #: 25

Acft Type: B-24JSH-20 FO

Tail No: 44-48851

Call Letter: C-Charlie (MK-C+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: | Arnsberg Railroad Viaducts

Target City: Arnsberg, Germany Sent: 31 Lost:
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) I 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) H Co-Pilot

Freeman George H Navigator

Pohner William H H Pilotage Navigator
Curran William ] H Radar Navigator
Hamrick Harold T I Bombardier

Durant Merlin D E Engineer

Cobb Richard M D Radio Operator
Kaufmann Charles F D Left Waist Gunner
Rausch Karl H D Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr D Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R D Extra Gunner

WEDNESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

3 missions are flown.

Mission 854:

1,104 bombers and 737 fighters are dispatched to make PFF attacks on rail targets in Germany; they

claim 18-0-11 Luftwaffe aircraft; 1 B-17 and 5 P-51s are lost:
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378 B-17s are sent to hit marshalling yards at Soest (143), Hagen (151) and Schwerte (74) using Gee-
H; 1 other hits a target of opportunity; 1 B-17s is lost; 3 airmen are MIA. 106 of 112 P-51s escort without
loss.

346 B-24s are dispatched to hit the Arnsberg (95) and Bielefeld (81) railroad viaducts, the
Siegen marshalling yard (77) and the Henschel tank plant at Meschede (79); 1 other hits the Neustadt
road junction, a target of opportunity; all attacks are made using Gee-H; no casualties. Escorting are
117 of 123 P-51s; 1 is lost (pilot MIA).

364 of 380 B-17s hit the marshalling yard at Kassel, the secondary target; 6 others hit 6 targets of
opportunity; the attacks are made using H2X radar; no casualties. The escort is 113 of 118 P-51s; they
claim 0-0-1 aircraft in the air and 10-0-4 on the ground; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA).

308 of 318 P-51s fly a strafing run in the Wurzburg-Munich area; they claim 8-0-6 aircraft on the ground;
3 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).

18 of 20 P-47s fly a fighter-bomber mission against Abler, Offenbach and Werdorf marshalling yards and
factory buildings without loss.

16 P-51s escort 4 F-5s and 1 Spitfire on a photo reconnaissance mission over Germany.
Mission 855:
11 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany during the night without loss. 1 Mosquito flies a

SKYWAVE mission over Germany. (SKYWAVE is a special navigational mission to calibrate LORAN
equipment.)

Mission 856:
22 of 24 B-24s bomb the Freiburg rail depot during the night using PFF methods: no losses.
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Individual Mission Notes:

Twelfth Mission,. Arnsberg, Germany
Gas load: 2300
Time:6:45

TWELTH NISSION,ARNSBERG, GER.
Feb. 28, 1945

We hit a marshalling yard at
Arnsberg near Kassel.

There was no flak and the
mission on a whole was one of the
easlest I have had so far since I
have started flying combat.

We briefed at 0700 so that
was a good deal considering that
we usually brief at from 0300 to
0500.

The cloud coverage was ten/
tenths so we did not see the target
Vie lead the 1 ow left again. It
was the third time in a row. '

Personal note on mission #12
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 10x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 1x500 |b. AN-M17 Aimable

Incendiary Cluster bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:
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Primary Targets (Vis or CR) Sscondexy Targats (H2X)
389  Arnsberg r/r Vieduct Koblens Hosel »/Y
. “5 " " ] w [ ] | ]
453 n " onm " | ]
. 4,  Siegen r/r Center : : :
m [} [} | ]
1’91 | a o ” - ] N
93 keschede Aluminum Rorks ® by :
Mé ” | | ] " o
Mg ] - " | | ] !
458 Biale om r/r naduct ' Bisa.efeld r{r/ ce:mr
26%7 ] A ‘ ] ' - § ] n
‘7 -2 . 8 March 1945

-

BJECT: Tactical Analysis of Mission 28 February 1945 - F. 0. 6lL.
0 Cmmncung Generels, All Cambat Bamb Wings, This Division, 4FO 558.
This information is suhmittod for your consideration and any action you deem

necessery. The deductions and remarks made below are the results of the study of
mission reports and information obtained from Combat iings and Groups.

. .&/C "4/C OVER
BATTLE ORDER PRIMARY SECONDARY DISPATCEED - T.RGET
| 96th CBY  Bielefeld (Vis. or Gi) Bielefeld (HX) 36 83
20th CBY Meschede " Koblenz " 83 80
2nd CBY Armsberg " * w  Yoblenz . " 98 98
14th CBY7 Siegen " v ou " " 7 7
TOTALS E% 3%
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Toctical 4nnlysis of Mission 28 February 1945 — F, 0. 6l

‘ ©» Remorks

(1) Forecast - Nil contrails - target winds: at 20,000 - 270/40,
ot 25,000 = 270/40i. ol - S

(2) ‘Act;ml = Jinds and temperctures cloft as forecust, No contrails
except r. few light, naon-persistent at 28,000 feet ot 0700-0B0OE.

2. Tckeoff, Assembly c.nd DAL

Cambat assembly First Actual Briefed Time Assembly
Ying sltitude Tokeof f For CP 1 Time
96th 10,000 1040 121, 1:34
20th 10, 000 0955 1217 2:22
2nd 10,000 . 1035 1223 1:45
Ltk 10, 000 1040 1223 1:43

b. Group ond Combat Wing asaemblies were good, All units were generally
» on time, on course cnd visual. The 20th Cambat Wing was slightly ecrly opproach-
ing Control Paint 1 and hod to dogleg to the north to avoid conflict with the 96th

-

Wing. Beoause of this maneuver, the 20th ling crossed out north of Control Point 3

Je Novigrtion - Penetration

2, The penetration route on this mission was flown well. Only one Group
ogﬂ the Division wos off course at landfoll and this Group corrected to course by

5%E.

b. In cpproaching she IP's, the first three s#ings followed the briefed
-route until turning into the GH reference limes. The 389th Bomb Group, being
behind in time, cut cormers to successfully reach the 1P, The lhth Combat Jing,
lcst in the column, hod difficulty with its GH oquirment.

C. all runs from the IP to the torgot were good, including those of the
1lith Comdet Wing, clthough ths lotter did not mrke good the briefed IP.

L. Boabing snolysis

: 0. Bombing of o1l Combat ings was done by GH through 10/10 eclouds, The
cloud covercge wes such thot it was impossible to mske any visual corrections or
mcke ony observations,

b. The 96th Cambct /inz bombed its primary, Bielefeld, The LL6th of the
20th Carbzot Wing, which bambed its primcxy, iieschede, was slightly left of course
on the bomb run. The 2nd Cumbat Ving bombed its primcry, arnsberg. The 453rd
Group reparted cn excellent run,

€. The 392nd, leading the l4th Combot Wing, bamhing in group formotion,
attocked its primcxy, Sicgen., 4 mclfunction in both sight cnd G equipment of
the lead »/C cnd deputy lecd was reported. The GH trocking station went out one
minute before bombs awey and returned one minute cfter relecsing bombs. ™ Despite
this and maliunction in bombsight, the »/C was able to drop, The navigntor hod
his drift killed before tracking stotion went out ond wus cble to follew-im.an
torget. - The malfunotion in sight wos not encugh to hinder the bombordior from
moking proper synchrenous checks on bamb run, The Group dropped bamba on smoke
mcrkers of this ship. The L4th ond 491st Groups bombed bty GH, with the exception
of one Squadron of the 491st Group, which bambed by I2X, " . L. .

e. 'Bombardiors must be certnin to pre-flight o1l equirment. throughly
before leaving the ground. This.is porticularly cppliesble to bamb sights and
auto-pilot oquipmment. ’ ..

.

5. Navigotion = Withdrawal

_ & Rcllics were good and the first two Cambrt wWings followed the bricfud

-2 -
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Tooticcl analysis of Mission 28 February 1945 - F. O. 614

route to the cocst. Two Groups of the 2nd Combat Wing cut corners and were slight-
ly north of course on the way out, os wzs the Uth Cambet wing, lzst in the column.

b, Lcndfoll out was as briefod with the Wings in close formotion.

6. Fighter Support

C. There wore three Fighter Groups cssigned to escort 2.D Bombers. The
479th Group escorted the lecd Combat Wing, the 361st Group covered the 2nd cnd
Srd Combct Wings, with the 355th Group covering the lcat Combat Wing, 4ll Groups
flew close escort cnd wis made ot 5017N-0530E. The Lth Group was directed
to fly the Bombor route on withdr:wnl cs sdded support for the lst Combat \ling of
Bambers, which wes withdrowing clone on the northerly route,

7. Enemy .ction Encountered

2+ There wcs no enamy circraft recction directed towsrd 24D Bembors.
b, No flck wcs expericnoced at the torgets,

8. Losses
2. There were no losses,

9. Scouting Force

2. Plenning
(1) The Soouting Force was plunned os utilizing two forces. One
force reporting on the torget at Bielofold, the other force reporting con the targets
ot Siegen, Meschede, and .rnsburg. Both forces wore to report torget wecther
twonty minutes before torget tine,
b. Execution

(1) The Scouting Force functioned nommslly and no difficultics were
encountered,

10. Screening Force

L. No Screening Force wis planned since targets were virtuclly flek free,
11. Reder
- L.+ H2X Anclysis
afc 4/C Over  Sctisfactory Sctisfocto
Dispctched  Toxget For Novigrtion Eﬁ%‘ﬁ?

L5 45 58 38

-

(1, H2X operction for this mission is considored sctisfoctory, “The
2nd Cambct iing hod no set foilures. There were five set nrlfunctions - and those
could not be remedied in flight ky the H2X ncvigotor. One 4/C, bhth Group, did

not use H2X - this 4/C is a combination d2X-GH +#/C cnd CH weos used., Ono 4 C, 4L67th
Group, hod mclfunctions of on undeteymined nature - these mclfunctions occur only
while this »/C is in flight - ground checks hove not succeeded cs yet in determin-
ing the nature of the froulty.operction of this set, Lo T i

‘e . T

A M S . .o o

‘ b, GH operction on.this mission was poor due to the distance of the
trgets fram the stations., Of the ninetcen GH sircroft over the torget only one
could not reccive the signals; however, fifteen GH navigators reportod wock signols,
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Teotiorl inclysis of Uission 28 Februcry 1945 - F. 0. 6Lk

12, Comments
=2 * Phosncvigheion oh this mibikon was for chove cvernge and ocn bo clos-
sificd. b3 ekdolléat: t67 supekitr, "Individucl nivigotbrs concerntd’should be con-
grotuletdd for” sibh-gobd “work, -
By éctmand éf HEJjor Genorel 'KEPNER: o Sp o an
FRANCTS By “GRESTOD
Brigpdier Genercl. USu
" Chief of ‘Stoff:

OFFICIAL:

,7 r -
aElad il R’Mx

Colonel GSC
Dep C of S for Op_erg.tions

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission

Arnsberg Railroad Viaduct is destroyed
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 14

Date: 07 Mar 45

Mission #: 247

Position #: 13

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO

Tail No: 42-51547

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Soest Railroad Marshalling Yard

Target City: Soest, Germany Sent: 21 Lost:
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) 1st Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George N 2nd Lt | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin D T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M S/Sgt | Radio Operator
Rausch Karl H S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Kaufmann Charles F S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | §/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Curran William ] 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator

WEDNESDAY, 7 MARCH 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

3 missions are flown.

Mission 869:

946 bombers and 322 fighters are dispatched to hit oil and communication targets using PFF; 1 P-51 is

lost:
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246 B-24s are sent to hit the marshalling yard at Soest (144) and the Schidesche water viaduct
at Bielefeld (80); Gee-H and H2X radar are used for bombing; 1 B-24 is damaged beyond repair and 3
damaged; 10 airmen are KIA. Escorting are 77 P-47s and P-51s.

344 B-17s are dispatched to bomb the Horderverein (24) and Harpenerweg (62) oil refineries at
Dortmund; secondary targets hit are the marshalling yards at Paderborn (11), Siegen (113) and Giessen
(87); Gee-H and H2X radar are used; 1 B-17 is damaged beyond repair and 20 damaged; 1 airman is
KIA. The escort is 74 of 85 P-51s.

340 B-17s are sent to hit the Emscherlippe benzyl plant at Datteln (173) and the Rauxel benzyl plant at
Castrop (77); secondary targets hit are the marshalling yards at Siegen (43) and Giessen (28); 1 other
hits a

target of opportunity; Micro H and H2X radar are used; 56 B-17s are damaged. 75 of 76 P-51s escort
the bombers.

Mission 870:
11 of 12 B-24s drop leaflets in Germany and the Netherlands.

Mission 871:
19 of 20 B-24s bomb Dortmund during the night using PFF; 1 B-24 is lost.

Individual Mission Notes:

(12-a) ' Thirteenth Mission, Soest, Jermany
3as load: £300
Time:: 5:15

12A THIRTEENTH FISSION,SOEST, ER.
March 7, 1945

Ve hit another marshalling
yard at Scest. We bombed 3.H.
and the cloud coverace was ten/
tenths. The flak was very lizht
and most of 1t was below us.
We lead the hi:zh right. The
formation was exceptionally bad
for some unknown reasone.

Personal note on mission #14
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Bomb Load:

- Each aircraft carried 10 x 500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 2 x 500 Ib. AN-M7
Incendiary Cluster bombs.

Tactical Mission Report:

%
IS sasion 7 March 1945 - F. O. 620.

TO : Commending Generals, All Cambat Bomb Wings, This Division, AP0 558.

SUBJECT: Tacticalgie

‘This infomation is submitted for your consideration and any action you deem
necessary, The deductions and remarks made below are the results of the study of
miasion reports and information obtained from Combat '/ings and Groups,

&/C 4/C OVER
BaTTJil ORDER  FRDLRY SECONDARY DISPAICHED T.RGET
96th CB7  Soeat M/Y (GH or Vis,) Siegenm W/Y (H2X) 82 78
2nd_ CB: n " " " [ L] L ] L1} 76 . 71
20th CBV  Eielefelda " ™ " Bielefeld M/Y (H2X) 53 52
ll'_th GBI L " " " " " " " _1& £
' 2D 252 243

l, Tekeoff and .i.s8semb.

a. Takeoffs
Conmbat First ictual Assembly Briefed Time uSsembly
Wings Takeof'f . adtitudes For G2 1 Time
96th “ 0715 12,000 0855 1:40
2nd, 0657 12, 000 0858 2:01
20th 0657 12,000 0900 2:03
Lth Q715 12, 000 0902 1:47

(1) Takeoffs occurred without event.

(2) Some »/C of the 2nd and 1l4th Cambat Wings reported moderato to
severe clear icing during the instrument climb, At least two ./C aborted on this
sccount - onc of these went into a spin but recovered after four crew members had
beiled out, This condition appears to have been localized and was not discovered
by the weather scouts,

b,  sassemblies

(1} assemblios were normal, Units departed in gocd order, being
one minute lute, '

2, Navigation - Penetration

' 8. Londfall was made at tic briefed point by all units. The Division
column here was eleven minutes in length. A1l units wereo forced to make a 360°
turn in order to gain altitude to top clouds over the Channel. Some units were
forced up to 23,000 foet.

b, " The briefed pcnetration route was flowm by &1l units.

. ¢s The approach to the IP was executed as briefed, The only conflict
at the IP was between the 20th and l4th Wings., The 14th Combat Wing did not keecp
its interval armd over-ran the 20th Wing, This did not cause any serious trouble
and all bomb runs were made on briefed headings. :

3. Bombi sis
2. The 96th and 2nd Cambat Wings attacked Soest 1i/Y by GH methods through

10/10 clouds, .11 results were uncbserved, The high right Squadron of the 389th
Group had o GH equipment foilure but bambed on smoke markers of the preceding unit
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Tactical Jnelysis of Misasion 7 Merch 1945 - F. 0. 620

without difficulty., The Lead Squadron of the 458th Group falled to uncover pro-
perly ot the IP and interfored with the third Squadron of the L67th Group on the
bomb rwn, * S _ : ; v

b. The 20th and l4th Cambet Wings attacked the Blelefeld Vieduot, There
vas 7- - B/10 cloud cover in the torget orea and only limited visual cssistance
existed, Results were uncbserved to exoellent with proboble hits on the viaduct and
its opproaches. The deputy lead of the lead Squadron of the 93rd Group took over .
on the bomb run due to a GH equipment failurg in the lcad ship. This-Squodron and
the IL Squadron of the 392nd Group had excellent results and there was cvidonce of
superior GH navigator and bambardier ocoordination, The Lead Squadron of the 392nd
Group had an equipment failure on the tomb run and, in violation.of Poaragraph 13
of 2,D F.0. 620, bombed its tortiary tirget, Poderbornm /Y, by H2X with unobscrved
rosults, Poragraph 13 states H2X secondory and tortiary targets will be attacked
only in cvent of GH station failure, Units with equipnunt failure will drop on
anoke morkers of preceding unit, .

be MNevigotion - Vithdrawol -

o. Tho 96th Cambat Ving over-ron the rally peint by five niles but cor-
rected back to tho bricfed route befare the noxt turning point was reached. The
2nd Combat Wing out short the rally point in order to close the interval betweon
itself ond the 96th Combet Wing. The l4th and 20th Wings node good rallies,

b. All Wings flew withdrcwal os bricfed until the battle linc was crossed
in this vicinity, because of poor navigation, the 96th anl 2nd Vings flow ten niles
north of course, The 20th Conbat Wing flew about eight miles south of course on -
withdrowel. Thoe lhth Caombat Wing flow os briefod, .

c. The 96th and 2nd Wings nade lendfall out ten miles north of courses
The W4th and 20th Wings mode landfall out as briefed.

d. Due to thec fifteen minute loss of time over the Channcl on penetration
Wings were fiftecn minutus late throughout the mission, '

5. Fighter Support

C. Headquarters, Eighth oir Force, nssigned two Fighter Groups as close
suppart for 2d .ir Division; 56th Group on the first two Boxes and 36lst Group
on the last two Boxes. .The 479th, 78th and 356th Groups under iEV control were
on patrol and perfoming aren support in the target arec and slong the route,

The 361lst Group wos unaoble to get off .nd the 479th Group took over its assign-
ment via R/T directions from MEW.

6, Eneny .ction Encountered

t. There wos no enemy J4/C reastion nor losses reported by tho Fighters.
b, Flak ot Scest was light inaccurcte, ot Blelefeld, nil,
7. Losses o '
t. There woro no losses,
8. Scouting Forece
a. PFlan ‘
{1) For omo forec to report target wecther twenty-five. minutes beforc
T0T. This time was so set to onobls the Screening Force and units on the Soest L/5
to use the alternato route should visunl conditions exdist, - .

(2) For ono fore: to report routc weather twenty minutes in ndvance
of the bombors,
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.

Tooticnl tnalysis of Mission 7 Harch 1945 - F. O. 620

be. Exccution
(1) Route force reported middle cloud fram 18,000 to 20,000 fect,
lying forty miles west of thc Dutch ocoast, thus onabling the Division
362° clinbing turn ond got over the layer.
0. Bouber Reports

(1) Information good - Lyth and 2nd Cambut Vings received it through
the other Vings,

d, Scout Report
(1) Target weathor - 10/10 with large break over IP.
(2) Coxmniecations excellent.
9. Screening Foroe
c. Plon

(1) For Screening Force to precede the main force through the target
aren on ¢ route and times based upon the wind veotor apd choff rote of foll,

b. Execution
(1) Nomwcl - as plomned.
10, Rodar

a, H2X .nalysis

o/ C 4/C Over OK For OK For
Group f)%pgtched Target Novigation Boubing  Remcrks
389th 5 5 5 5
445th 2 2 2 1 1 equipnent failure
455rd 3 3 3 3
Lith 3 3 3 2 1 equipnent failure
392nd 2 2 2 1 1 equipuent failure
491st 0 0 0 0
93rd 2 2 2 2
4L6th 4 4 4 4
L4\8th 0 0 0 0
458th 3 3 3 3
L66th 5 5 5 4 1 equipment failure
467th L A b 3 1 equipnent faoilure
35 33 33 28

(1) H2X operation for this mission was satisfactory. .l sets were
satisfoctory for novigation., Five sets were unsatisfoctory for bombing, having
oolfunctions which could not be corrected in flight,

b. GCEE - operated satisfactorily beyond OB0OE on both the Ruhr and Reins
chnins, Some ineffective jomming wos reported on both chains,

¢. GH - stations 115 and 114 werc used with good results. Of twenty-
five ,/C dispatched, twenty attecked, using GH methods. Good signals were reported
The five frilurcs consisted of: two - GH equipnent failures, one - (d.cputy).d.roppo-
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Tocticol ais of Miasion 7 Morch 1945 - F. 0. 620

on e lcad ship, one - bambed H2X, after being forced out on the GH run, one - de-
puty lecd tock over too late to bomb by GH, but dropped using HZX equimment,

By coomond of Mojor Genorol KEPNER:

FRANCIS H. GRISIOLD
Brigodier General USA
Chief of Staff

OFFICLAL:

\ . -
I' ’ . . 1
ATelar RS

BERT H.
Colonel cse

Dep C of S for Operations

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©
Losses:

- There were no losses on this mission.

Soest railroad marshalling yard
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 15

Date: 11 Mar 45

Mission #: 251

Position #: 25

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO

Tail No: 42-51547

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Deutsche Werke/Krupp Germania Submarine Pens

Target City: Kiel, Germany Sent: 33 Lost:
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) 1st Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George N 2nd Lt | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin D T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M S/Sgt | Radio Operator
Rausch Karl H S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Kaufmann Charles F S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | §/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Curran William ] 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator

SUNDAY, 11 MARCH 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 881:

1,256 bombers and 814 fighters are dispatched to make H2X radar attacks on U-boat yards at Kiel and

Bremen and the shipyard and refinery area at Hamburg, Germany; 1 B-17 and 4 P-51s are lost:

344 of 352 B-24s attack the Krupp Germania U-boat yard at Kiel; 2 B-24s are damaged. 232 P-

47s and P-51s escort; 1 P-51 is lost.
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469 of 485 B-17s hit the Wilhemsburg oil refinery at Hamburg; 1 other hits a target of opportunity; 1 B-
17 is lost and 41 damaged; 3 airmen are WIA and 10 MIA. Escorting are 252 of 265 P-51s; 2 are lost.

406 of 413 B-17s hit the Deschimag U-boat yard at Bremen; 9 B-17s are damaged. 237 of 255 P-51s
escort; 1 is lost.

Mission 882:
11 of 12 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany during the night without loss.

Individual Mission Notes:

Fourteenth Mission Keil, Germany
Gas Load: 2500
Time :6:43

FOURTEENTH MISSIQN yKEIL,GERNANY
March, 11, 1945

We hit Kell, it is supposed to be
the roughest target in Germany.

The flak was intence but lnaccurate
We were exceptionally lucky today. for -
the R.A.F went to this target last year
and last 98 planes..

The coverage was ten/tenths so that
accounts for their great inaccuracy. I
sure hope that we clabbered it for I
wouldn't want to ro back there or have
any of my buddies go there.

We lead the low left agaln and it
kept in pretty good shape.

Personal note on mission #15
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 12 x 500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose.
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Tactical Mission Report:

SURJECT: Tactical Analysis of Mission 11 Larch 1945 - i'";’@;.f_sgz..:y/
T0 : Commanding Generals, All Combat Bomb Wings, This Division, APO 558,
This information is sulmitted for your consideration and any astion you deem

necessary. The deductionsz and remarks made below are the results of the study of
mission reports and information obtained from Cambat Wings and Groups.

: . Alc - 4/C OVER
BATTLE ORDER  PRIMARY SECONDARY DISPATCHED TARGET
96th CBW Kiel (Visual) Kiel (H2X) €5 6l
20th CBY " . " " 96 95
Zm GE{ " L L L 96 93

Uth CB'V n n " ;AD 3%% ﬁ

1. Takeoff, Assembly and DAL

a, Takeoffs were normal - assemblies were good, and all units left the
coast on time and in good order,

Combat  PFirst Actual  Assembly  Briefed Time  Assembly

Wings Takeoff Adtitudes For GBI Time
96th 0655 8,000 1200 2:05
20th 0904 8,000 1102 1:53

2nd 0920 8,000 1105 1:45
L4th 0925 8,000 1108 1:43

2, RNavigation - Penetration

a. The long route to landfall was well flown, Deviations in this route
were few and for specific reasons; namely - (1) doglegs to control time of arrival
at Control Point 2, (2) resulting maneuver to keep column in order, (3) a lateral
displacement to avoid prop wash, The colunn made landfall in excellent order and
well on course.

b. Routes to the IP were as briefed.
c. Routes to target were as briefed with the last group of the column

being the only one to paas beyond the triefed IP and then by less than five miles,
The target was attacked in the briefed arder,

3. Bombing Analysis

a, Bombing of Kiel was accamplished through 10/10 cloud by H2X equip-
ment. There were no difficulties enocountered on the bomb run.

_ b, PRU photographs taken shortly after the attack show extensive damage
in two .la.rge shipyards, the Kiel Naval Docks, and built-up areas of the city.-

¢, - This mission is an excellcnt excmple of perfect bambardier anpd mickey
operator coordination,

4. Navigation - Withdrawal

&, All rallies were as hriefed except that of the 2nd Combat /ing. The
leader of this unit went a little wide to allow the following groups to close,
The immediate landfall following resulted in the 2nd Ccmbht w.'mg being south of
course by five miles,
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Tactionl is of Mission 11 Maroh 1

T "be . ‘From lahdfall out to the last leg before Englamd, the courses of the
first e wings in the column,96th and 20th, were excellent, The following two
Wings, 2hd and 14th, allowed the gxoups to diasperse laterally to some ‘extent, The
L45th Group was farthest to the south on this leg over water. :

8, On the last leg, all groups flew on course while letting down. Two
groups did 360_ dogree turns to aoccomplish this,

4. Leondfall-at England was to be at Cromer., A mmber of groups, to

save time, cu s point s . nt was set up to ave over the
ver area during poor Yo ting this point short 1s fot ofly sloppy
TOVigGtion DUt GANGerous to formations.
‘5. PFighter Support-

0. Headquorters, Eighth iir Foroe, asaigned the 4th, 479th, 361lst and
355th Fighter Groups as close support to 24D Bombers, The 56th Group was assigned
as free lonce support in the target area.

6. Enemy action Encounters

g+ There was no encmy reaction to this mission by enemy 4/C. There was
one loss by Fighters. One 4/C, 479th Group, &ngine foilure over the Channel, The
pilot was dead when picked up by Air/Sea Rescue,

- bs Flak ot the target waa from light to moderate, innscurate - and was
of o barragé ype.

7- Lohses -
a. There Were no loases,
8, Scoutih® Foroce

a. Planning - The Scouting Foroe was to repart penetration weather
thirty mioutes ahond of the Bambers, and torget weather twenty mimutes before
torget time.,

b. Exeoution - The Scouting Force gave good reports andi camurications
were good, Jeather cnroute was 10/10 low cloud, At the torget the cloud cover
wos 10/10 low, 2 - 9/10 middle, tops 18,000 feet and 3/10 cirrus base 28,000 feet.
S;outs advised instrument bombing., The return route was covered by 10/10 “low
clouds,

9. 3creening Force

0. FPlonning - The Scrcening Forec consisted of four liosquitoes, The
Soreening Force was to R/V with the main force thirty minutes prior o the IP, fly
with the moin force to the IP, then pull chead and fly through the torget to the
genily point, discharging chaff from the target mimus five minutes and through the

enses,

b. Execution - The screening moneuver was exocuted according to pleon.

10. Raodar
0. H2X Analysis
&4/C 4/C Over OK For 0K For -

Grqug Dispatched Target Novigation ~ Bombing Remarks
389th

I 4 Ix 4
I 5th 4 4 L 4
453rd 4 4 4 L4
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Toctiocol Annlysis of Misaion 11 Morch 1945

Lhth
392nd
491st

93rd
Li6th
Li,Bth

458th
L66th
467th

1 equipment mclfunction

1 equipment failure -
1 equipment failure

I-P‘-l—'o W e
IP#'O LLATT S oF of o

1 equipment malfunction

Horo ree Few
Horo +#¢7¢6 ++w

&
&

{1} H2X operation for this mission is consgidered very satisfactory.
There were four set failurcs. These scts could be uscd neither for nevigation nor
bombing ond were due to causes thc H2X navigator could not correct, Tho 2nd Combat
Wing had no sot foilures on this mission.

b, GEE operation was sctisfactory. Slight ineffective jaming was re-
ported on the Ruhr chain - with the Northeastern Carolino chain operating as far
ecst as the Damish coast, with exceilent fixes to 0700E.

11, Camunta
a. 411 wing Commanders should endecvor to cut down the length of time
required for assembly. It is belicved that no more than thirty minutes should be
required after the last aircraft hos reached assembly altitude. Improved efficiency
during assembly will allow morc bambs with o smoller gas load.
By ccemand of Major Genercl KEPNER:
FRANCIS H, GRISWOLD

Brigodier General UsA
Chief of Staff

OFFICLAL:

Colonel GsC
Dep C of $ for Operations

Losses:

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

- There were no losses on this mission.
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Kiel Krupp Germania Submarine Pen
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 16

Date: 18 Mar 45

Mission #: 255

Position #: 25

Acft Type: B-24JSH-20 FO

Tail No: 44-48851

Call Letter: C-Charlie (MK-C+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: | Armored Fighting Vehicle Assembly Plant

Target City: Henningsdorf, Germany / Tegel, Germany Sent: 33 Lost: O
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) 1st Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George (nmi) 2nd Lt | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin (nmi) T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M T/Sgt | Radio Operator
Volk Albert L S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Bergstrand Richard H S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Frantz Anthony P S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner
Yagley Anthony J S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Curran William J 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator

SUNDAY, 18 MARCH 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 894:

1,329 bombers and 733 fighters are dispatched to hit railway stations and tanks plants in the Berlin area;
the attacks are made both visually and with H2X radar; the Luftwaffe makes it's most concentrated and
successful attacks with Me 262s to date; the AAF claims 21-1-5 Luftwaffe aircraft; 13 bombers (8 to flak)
and 6 fighters are lost:
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421 of 450 B-17s hit the Schlesischer rail station in Berlin; 13 hit the secondary target, Zehdnuk; and 1
hits Vechta, a target of opportunity; they claim 6-0-0 aircraft; 5 B-17s are lost, 8 damaged beyond repair
and 268 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 18 WIA and 49 MIA. 179 of 199 P-51s escort; they claim 4-0-2
aircraft; 2 P-51s are lost.

495 of 530 B-17s hit the Nord rail station in Berlin; targets of opportunity are Ludwigslust (3) and other
(3); they claim 1-1-1 aircraft; 7 B-17s are lost, 6 damaged beyond repair and 319 damaged; 1 airman
is KIA, 12 WIA and 79 MIA. Escorting are 219 of 238 P-51s; they claim 7-0-1 aircraft; 2 P-51s are lost.

347 B-24s are sent to hit the Tegel (225) and Henningsdorf (80) tank factories in Berlin;
targets of opportunity are Oranienburg (9), Uelzen (9) and other (3); 1 B-24 is lost, 1 damaged beyond
repair and 127 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 1 WIA and 11 MIA. The escort is 254 P-51s; they claim 3-0-
1 aircraft; 2 P-51s are lost.

Mission 895:
10 of 12 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany during the night without loss.

Individual Mission Notes:

Fifteenth Mission, Berlin, Germany
Fasg load:: 2500
Time: :7:50

FIFTEENTH MISSION, BERLIN,GER..
March 18, 1945

We hit the blg time today.
We hit Berlin, it was the 1aréest
day lisht raid made on this target.
Tere were over 1300 heavies and ovsr
700 fighter plane escort.

We really clobbered the tar-
get. It was a tank and flak gun
factory.

The flak was moderate to
heavy and quite accurate.

We =Zot a hole in the #3
engine 7" long and over 1" wide.
The pilot got the pilece of flak.
I wouldN't want to =zo back too
badly,-but I am glad now that
I went..

Personal note on mission #16
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 42x100 Ib. AN-M41 Incendiary bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:

HE:DQU/RTERS 24 LIR DIVISION EE-8-4
4P0O 558
373.2. _ _ 29 Morch 1945
SUBJECT: Taotical inalysis of Mission 18 Mcrch 1945 - F, O. 631.
0. i Commanding Gencrals, £ll Combat Bomb Wings, This Division, PO 558,
.. This informotion 1s submitted for your considerction and any notion you deem

0pBsary, The deductions and remorks node below are the results of the study of
nission reports cnd information obtoined from Conbat wings amd Groups,

i/C 4C OVER
BATTLE ORDER  PRIMARY SECONDLRY %-Sﬁ'm T.RGET

96th CBV Berlin (Vis.) Berlin (H2X) 87 84
14th CBW " " " " 86 83
2nd CBi  Homnigsdorf (Vis,) " " 87 83
20th CBJ " » " " 84
2 =7 50

LD &7 421

3D 528 509

1. ZTokeoff and .issenbly
o, Tokeoff -~ Times
Conbat First Jotunl L8sanbly Briefed Tine Jasen
e

Hing, Tckooff Ltitudes For CP 1 T
9€th 0756 12,000 0948 1:52
th 0757 12,500 0951 1:5,
2nd 0750 12,000 0954 2:04
20th 0755 12,000 0957 2:02

be Tckeoffs were without incident,

G asssemblies - Nomaol ~ units depurted on time. The 2nd ond 20th Cambet
Wings made o small dogleg after Control Point .. to achieve the briefed order ond
interval,

2. Nevigation - Penetration

2. Landfoll in was made ot the briefed point on the Dutch coast - the
Divison colunn was eleven minutes long here, The lecd of the 20th Combat Wing was
forced to dogleg over the North Sea to keep from over-running preceding umits,

b, Units flew the briefed route from londfcll to the Dummer Loke aren;
after completing the Dummer Lake dogleg - the 20th Wing did not turn enough ond
cut short the next point. .J1 other units node this point good,

_ S Approaching the IP, the Division wos troubled with olouls, haze and
dense persistent comtrnils, which in some cases mode it impossible to keop visucl
contact between Wings,

._ & The 4B6th cnd 458th Group of tho 96th Combat i/ings mode the IP goode
The L57th over-ron the IP by ten milcs in an endeavor to avoid contrails mcede by
Groups chead. -@n the bomb run, the HX of the 466th Group went cut and os it was
‘too late to ncke o visual run on the target the umit decided to turn off and look
for a torget of opportunity, '

hoding. 411 Groups of the Lith Ying node good the IF and bombed on the bricfec
iNge ‘

-1 -
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Tootionl innlyais of Misaiom 18 Morch 1946

f. The 2nd Combat wing woes tropbled by. o group of strogglers froo-the L;tl
Wing.. In.an effort torstoy out of contrails caused by those strogglers, the 389th
swang wide at the IF. Peorsiatent contrpils caused the 445th ond 453rd Groups to
lose. gontoot with the. load; hanem all Groups nede the run as. br.ietod.

8« ‘.llcroups of tha 20th ncnbatwing nrde goodtha P nndm.-ﬂ.a the
b:ﬁ.efed, bob.mm.

3. Bonbdng [nalysis

. _0a- The 96th Conbnt Wing (466th Croup’ axoepted) bonbed the p:im.ry Barn;
The 4L66th Group hod Aifficultdda on’ ths bomb rinm - tho Lead Squodronts H2X equip—
ment went out ond a visual run wes not possible -~ the 2nd Squidron was to the ex-
trewe loft, of ocourse:- the 3rd Squhdron's Lead Bonbordier picked up the prinmoxy -
visuhlly, but tho pilot turnod off the rim to nointain group intagrity. -4ll three
Squodrons bombed - torgets of opportariity: Ulzen, Oramlenberg, ond Wiittstock, The
results were uncbserved, The 467th Group baubed visually by Squodrons,  The leod
4/C of both the keod ond tho 2nd ‘Bquadron ‘were’ hit by £lak on the. bonbt xun, enuan
ing the bapbardier of the Lovd Squodron to lose o sight of the aining point; the
lead 4/C of 2nd Squidron was ‘knocked cut of formation; the deputy lead had the top-
get in the sight, but was able to noke only one course correction -~ donnge results
of tho-Teod ond 2nd Squodrorswere foir and 3rd Squodron'!s donoge resulta woro ex—
cellont. The 458th Group bombed visually with the cid of H2X equipricnt. The pate
tern pf the 3rd Squadron has not been defind tely esteblished. Domngo roanlta of
the Lend and 2und Squodrons were: fTiom good-to exoellent.

b. The Lth Conbat ning bombed its prinary, Berlin, iy HZX equipment
with soqe visucl cssistonce, - Thd HR Squcdron of the L4ith Cxroup bombed the seo-
ondary by H2X, Heavy controils, 3 = 9/10 clouds and intoasc rlok were encountered
on the boob run., The dannge results were fron foir to excellent.

¢ The 2nd Combnt uing bonbed its princry, Hennlgsdorf by H2X with sone
visunl assistanco, Five ./C of the HR Squedron of the 389th Group relensed early
on intermittent signal by RER. The LL Squcdron (because of clouds &nd contrails)
bonbed the secondory. The danoge results for the Group were excellent.” "The 453rd
Group bonbed - -the secondory torget aofter the Lend Squadron hod changed its MPI
beccuse of heavy bonb smoke. Excellent results on ochosen MPI were achievod., The
4L5th, Lead Squcdron, bombed the sccondory = LL ond HR Squodrons banbed the pri-
nary. The dencge results for the Group were foir,

d, The 20th Combat Wing bambed both the secondary, Berlin, cnd the pri-
nory, Honnigsdorf. DBombing wes dome by H2ZX with some visunl assa.stanoe. The -
6th Group bombed the primnry with poor results, The 44,8th Group boambed tho
secondary due to eloud ocoveroge over the mrinnry. Results were uwobserved. The
Load Sguodron of the 95rd Group bombed the princry with éxcellent donmage resulta,
The other two Squodrons bonbed the secoodary with poor dmmage results.

4. Novigotion - wWithdroual

€.- Clouds and controils ot flight z2ltitude in the target Al 'modd
rolly alnoet inpossible, The 458th Croup lost its wing lender ot tho target ond
did not effect conplete win,g rally however, rolly wos nade with ossorted uni.t!
of varicus EXOuUps. -

b. The 466th-Group cut shoit the rclly point and went on to bomb targots
of opportunity at Ulzen and nittstock.

c. The 4L67th Group over-ron thc rally peint but made the ncxt turning

point.

d. The l4th Combat Wing swung wide at the rolly but mode the noxt point
good ~ the i/ing rcllied without too much d.u'fimlty.

e. The anh'ﬁ.ngmdaitsmllyasbnerad.
-2 -
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f. Tho 4L6th ond 448th Groups cut their rally short to avoid controdls -
but nnde good the next podnt on the routec. The 93xd Group swung wide off the tor-
got and Joined the reat of the \iing &t the point ofter the rally.

g« Tho route fron rolly point to landfall out was mode generclly ca
briefed. Coatr:ils werc atill ccusing trouble and formotiona wero sprooad out.

he Landﬁxll out was nade ot the bricfed point by cll but the 2nd Wing
which cnnmo out slightly south of oourso, The Division column ot this point wes
seventeen ninutes in length,

5. Fightor Support

o0, Four Fighter Groups flew close escort for 2D Bombers. The Hoaquito
Qbserver aircraft and the 96th Conbeot wving were covered by the 479th 4. ond B Groups
The Uhth, 2nd and 20th Combat wings wore covered respectively by the 4th L and B,
355th .. ocnd B and tho 36lst /. and B Fightor Groups. Two other Fighter Groups wore
in the tcorget crec on freoe lance support to cll 8th LF Boubers,

6. Epeny oction Encountered

2, J. JulBB, dorting in and out of the clouds, mcde two posses ct o strogs
gling B-24 in the vicinity of Ulzen. Each time P-fl's fron the L4th Group tried to
intercept it but the circraft ovaded by escoping into clouds. liembers of the Lth
Group beliove this JulB8 wos rodaor controlled., The B-2h wos scfoly oscorted to
friendly torritory where it lcnded at Brussels, Two other sightings of Jot cir-
craft were ncde but rio éncounters cnsued, .

b. Flok ot Berlin voaried fron light to nodercte to intensc - inaccurate
to -ccourcte,

7. Lesses

£, Ono zircrcft, L67th Group - Hit by .k over Berlin - Seon to go down
in flanes - Two to fivo chutes seon,

b. Onc circroft, 467th Group - Hit by i ovur Berlin - Secn spirclling
down - Jpproxinatcly scven chutcs seen,

8, Scouting Forcc

. Plan = There was o possibility of accttered middlo cloud, tops 18,000
feet, ~nd scattored high cloud, brses 22,000 fect, olong the route. It was plonned
touse = routu forcc thirty ninutcs in advonece of the Bombeors ond o torget foree
reporting woeather ot TOT minus twenty ndinutes. .. non-oporationol P-51 stood by
for possible use over the Choomel.

b. Excoution -
(1) .. B-24 woas used over the Chonnel in lieu of the P-51.
(2) Scouts furnished good wocther informrtiona
(3) No commnicctions wore ncintcincd betweon the Scouts cnd tho 96th

ond 20th Combot Wing Leoders duo to R/T difficulties in the wing ./C. However,
weather informction was relayed and tronsmitted to 21l Combet Winga.

9+ Scroening Force
L. Plan - Four Mgsquito ./C to fly tho normal sorecning noneuver,
b. Exocution -
(1) Division Leader waa unchle to estcblish B/T..contect with tho
-3 -
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Screening Foroe and -1ost-wisucl contaot upon catoring the controils and heze prior
to the IP.

(2) Saraening Force report executing the operction gs plonned,

(3) Tho 96th ‘\J:L-rg (Lend) reportod intcnse nnd inaccurcte to aoourate
flok, The only two NYR &/C.were fron the 2nd group over the torget (467th Group).

10, Recdar
a. H2X .nnlysis

Group ./C 1/C Over OK For OK For Rencrks
Disputched Torpob Navigction  Bombing

389th & 4 4 4
L45%h 4 4 3 3 1 cquimment nclfunction
453rd 3 3 3 3
Lith & 4 3 3 1 equipnent nr.lfunction
392nd 4 4 & &
491st 3 3 3 3
93rd 4 4 4 4
uL5th & L 4 4
LiBth 3 3 3 2 1 equipnent nclfunction
458th 5 5 L i 1 equipnent nclfunction
466th . L 2 2 1 flok danAgb
1 equiment nclfunction
467th I 3 3 3 1 ML
18 L5 40 39

(1) H2X operation for this nission is considercd unst.tisfactory.
Foilures wore duc to ucchaniecl ecruses ond could not be correveted by tho H2X
nr..‘viga;tor.

b. GEE operction for this nission was sctisfoctory. Pulse Jomaing was
roported on both thc Ruhr cnd Rheins choins - fixes wore obtoinced os for enst as
C930E,

By camend of licjor Genor:sd KEPNER:
FR.ICIS H, GRISWOLD

Bripgodior Genercl Usa
Chief of Stoff

OFFICL.L:
G20 i
ROBERT H, 1iTRRILL

Coloncl GSC
Dep C of S8 for Operctions

1 Incl;
Incl 1 - Verther Sunnnry

N

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©
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Losses:

There were no losses on this mission

Henningsdorf Tank Factory
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Loss of a personal friend:
On 20 Mar 45 S/Sgt William D. West, Jr. of De Ridder, Louisiana was Killed In Action on a bombing
mission to Heligoland Island. Willie was the left waist gunner on Capt. John W. Barker’s crew.
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Sgt Wiliam D. West, Jr.
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

March 20, 1945

W.D. VWest and his crew were shot down
over Helgoland. It is the school wkere
the Germans train their flak gunners..
From scme of the fellows who were on the
migssion, thelr ship had a direct hit on
the left wing between No. 1 and 2 éngines..

The plane then flipped over on its
g8ide and then went into a flat spin. Willie
was Tlying the upper turret. That is why
I am reasonably sure that he went down
with the ship. I hope and pray that he
is all right for Willlie and I were more
like brothers thanfriends. I never was
80 let down in life as when I was informed
of this. My one hope is that he did baill
out, for 4 chutes were seen but that is
only 1/3 of the crew. What really mad e
me so0 stupified was the fact that he was
over this morning about ten o-clock and
we were planning on going to town to Bee
"Winged Victory" but then they came and
sald they were going to put up a mission
at 12:00 so we had to cancel it and plan-
ned to go later on in the week. God I
wish this hadn't happened..
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Heligoland Island was the Luftwaffe’s anti-aircraft gunnery training center. The gunnery school trained
all of the gun crews on visually sighted and radar controlled anti-aircraft guns. A pilot from the 700t
Bomb Squadron, 1% Lt. Thomas Shafer once had a close encounter with the gunnery school.

On a previous mission to Heligoland the flak was so intense that they abandoned the mission and made
a sharp left turn to return to England. Lt. Shafer reported that a 4-gun battery had been tracking his
aircraft during the turn and he watched the bursts explode at his altitude, drawing ever closer to his
plane. The first two explosions were 80 feet, then 40 feet from his aircraft and a third explosion was 40
feet away on the opposite side of the plane, but there was no fourth explosion.

Upon returning to Tibenham the crew discovered a 3.5-inch hole in the left wing between the fuselage
and the #2 engine. The mystery of the missing explosion was solved — the round was a dud when it
struck the plane between the fuselage and the #2 engine. Had it exploded on impact, the explosion of
an 88mm round would have probably resulted in the detonation of the #2 engine fuel tank and the
resulting explosion could have blown the entire left wing off the plane.
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Indv Msn #: 17

Date: 21 Mar 45

Mission #: 258

Position #: 25

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO

Tail No: 42-51547

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: | Achmer Me 262 Jet Fighter Airfield

Target City: Achmer, Germany Sent: Lost:
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) 1st Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George (nmi) 2nd Lt | Navigator

Curran William J 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator
Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Durant Merlin (nmi) T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M T/Sgt | Radio Operator
Kaufmann Charles F S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Rausch Karl H S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner

WEDNESDAY, 21 MARCH 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

5 missions are flown.

Mission 901:

Preparatory air operations for the forthcoming (23 Mar) crossing of the lower Rhine River by Allied
ground forces begin. 1,408 bombers and 806 fighters, in conjunction with Ninth Air Force and RAF
aircraft, attack jet fighter bases; with one exception, all attacks are visual; they claim 58-3-49 Luftwaffe
aircraft; 7 B-17s and 9 P-51s are lost:
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107 of 152 B-17s hit the secondary target, the tank factory at Plauen; targets of opportunity are
Reichenbach (34) and other (1); they claim 3-3-3 aircraft; 5 B-17s are lost and 48 damaged. The escort
is 273 of 314 P-51s; they claim 9-0-0 aircraft in the air and 3-0-0 on the ground; 3 P-51s are lost (pilots
MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair.

129 of 151 B-17s attack Hardorf Airfield; 14 others hit Vorden Airfield, a target of opportunity; 1 B-17 is
lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 71 damaged. Escorting are 94 of 98 P-51s; they claim 0-0-2 aircraft
in the air.

214 B-17s are sent to attack the airfields at Zwischenahn (57), Marx (77) and Wittmundhaafen (74);
casualties for 1., 2. and 3. above are 7 WIA and 56 MIA. 108 of 109 P-51s escort and claim 2-0-8 aircraft
on the ground; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA).

518 B-24s are dispatched to hit airfields at Ahlhorn (61), Hesepe (165), Achmer (180) and
Mulheim Airfield at Essen (90); 21 B-24s are damaged. Escorting is 95 of 99 P-51s; they claim 35-0-30
aircraft on the ground; 3 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).

373 B-17s are sent to hit airfields at Hopsten (159 using Gee-H) and Rheine (180); targets of opportunity
are the airfields at Hesepe (13) and Achmer (12); 1 B-17 is lost and 49 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 3
WIA and 9 MIA. 97 of 102 P-51s escort; they claim 6-0-0 aircraft on the ground.

Mission 902:
In a DISNEY operation, 3 B-17s attack the E-boat pens at Ijmuiden, the Netherlands with rocket bombs;
6 P-51s escort.

Mission 903:
1 B-17 bombs Oberursel in a Micro-H Mk II radar test; 4 P-51s escort.

Mission 904:
During the afternoon, 90 of 92 B-24s attack Mulheim Airfield at Essen; 60 are damaged and 1 airman is
WIA.

Mission 905:
8 of 9 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany during the night.
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Individual Mission Notes:

Slxteenth Mission, Achmer, Germany
Gas load-~ 2300

Time: 3:45

SIXTEENTH MISSION, ACHMER, GERMANY

March 21, 1945

We hit another Jet field today. It
was about 10 miles north of Osnabruck.
The target was visual and we really
clobbered it. The mission was one of
my easiest so far, it was only 6 hours
long and thelr was very little flak
and no fighters..

Personal note on mission #17
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 8x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 20x100 Ib. AN-M41
Incendiary bombs.

Page 132 of 285



Tactical Mission Report:

- \.: .‘\“‘-‘ ) e K -
3752, | L e v A pril 1945

SUBJECT: Tooticel .nalysis of lissions 21 Nrrch 1945 - Ficld Orders 634 and 635.

TO :' Comicading Genercls, .11 Combet Bomb wings, fhis D:,i.ja'ision, .20 558, .

This infomation is sutmitted for your considerction and any cetion you deen
necesscry. The deductions and rencris mcde below cro the results of the study of
nission reports znd informstion obtcined from Conbs t .ings cud Groups,

F. 0, 634

i/C +/C_OVER

BITLE 'ORDER FROLERY SECOIDL,.RY DISP.JICHZD T..RGET
~  20th CHi/ «Ihorn (Vis.) Osncbruck (1i2X) 104 101
i [ 1] liescpo 4] n L}
96th CB/ " * b " 101 99
lth O " " » * 99, 97
A 11 L “cmer " u "
2rld GB: L " (1) " ll-li- 112
20 L13 409
I, G, 635
. : : -/C +/C OIER ~
B.JITLE ORDER PRLLRY SoColD. Y QISP TG ED T.2G=T -
96th CB..  Esson ./F (Vis.) . HNone 18 17
2nd CB. " " " " 20 20
20th CB. " “ " " 22 22 )
Lsth CB« " o " 2 23
92 90
: F. Q. 634

1. Tokeoff, _.ssenbly, «nd DL

e Tokeoffs were nom.cl .ith units experiencin: no wenther difficultics,
Group ©nd Combat wing rssewnblics were frou foir to ool with saue units reportin:
slow ossenblies., The Division ossenbly wirs effected with the 96th Combet wing
being two minutes lote nnd buiag third in the Division colunn instesd of sueond,
sn cttenpt wes nodo by the 96th Coubet Wing to scourd proper position in The Divi-
sion ecolunn ot Control Point +p but due to the lerge forco, "this vas not effected
end unif$s rawdined-in the order {20th - 1U4th - 96th - 2nd) ot untry to thé D.L.
It should be noted th t onee o unit is in Arpropur position on the DL it should
remcin in $hct position cnd not ctta.nt to ro i its Lracfod position unless the
success of the mission (uncovery % It ctc) will we¢ Jeopirdizcd by 3o doingy

Conbr.t first .eturl  __ssenblv Srdefed Tinme .sSsenbly -

- Tin Tekooid | aedtitudes For &P 1 T <
“20th - - o621 - " 14, 000 0623 2:02 &
96th - 0831 14, CC0 0826 - 1:55 -
Lth - G8lS 1L, 000 0d29 2:14
2nd 0615 1., 000 w632 2:17

24 Nowvigpotion - enetrotion

Qe Lordfell ot encny coast was very sood - 11 undts being within four
rniles of the btricfod point. Visibility was wvory pood, -Division column here wos
elcven minutes in lencth. Ce . .
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Treticzl .nolysis of Wissions 21 [npch 1945 - i
b, Route in to the IP wos unobscured by cloudis cnd visibility weos good,
ciding novigotors to stoy within six miles of course.

¢. lioncuver at IP wds nomel; some units werce two to. four miles south
due to conflict among Squtdron formotions while uncovering.

d. Bomb runs were mcde visurlly = novigotion check pointa were good.

3. Bombine snclysis

te B5ix Squodrons from the 20th Ving (4::8th ¢ nd 446%h - 3 each) were cble

to ottack the cirficld at .lhorm visunlly with excellent results, Hesepe was at-
tocked by four Squadrons of the 93rd Group, eleven Squidrons from the 96th wing
ind three Squrdrons of the 392nd Group. The choice of frogmentcion bombs, ordered
by Eighth .ir Porce for this torpet, was on error. Units assignod to this torget
did excellent bombing ~ with the correct bomb londs a return trip to this sirfield
would not have been neceascry. The remoining force of the Lith Jing (7 Squadrons)
oand ol of the 20d Combet Wing dealt ..chmer o blow thot will keep it unserviceable
for scme time, Results of tho mission were excellent,

‘ b. TIhe excellcnt job done is an exsple of perfuct coordinction, . This |
is apoin proof thrt perfomacnces of this ecliler con be expected when there is
ccreful coordinction from plennin. throu~h oxccution,

L MNovipstion --withdroaosl

t. Rellics were nomcl for three .ins; the 96th Comlat Wing experienced
Jdiffieulty in rollying beccuse of interfercnce fram 2=17's, ond come out seven
niles south of the rolly point.

be The route out to 1landf:=1l shoved cxecllent nowvipgotion, ond oll units
rdhered closely to course,

€. Londfall out wos very pood. .11 upits were on course, The Division
coluwnwes eightoen minutes in length.

5. Firhter Support

2. Heaodqurxrters, Zichth .ir Foree wssi-zned the followin: Fighter Groups
¢s close support: the LEh and 353rd, Thuse Gruaps we escort on penctration amd
in the target cren, ..t "bombs owoi® they strofed the trrzet . /Dis.

6. ZEneny ..ction Encountercd

2. There wis no vnemy reiction to this effort. The Groups strofing tho
/D's were covervd by four fichter Groups from othur forcus, The 353rd Group
cliins 12-0-4 jets, 9-0-15 s/e, anl 5-0-1 t/¢ on rround ot wchuer/Ercnsche ./D,
for loss of 5 KfR. &4th Group ottenpted to strofe liesspe ./D but the flok was too
BEVY = the Group then cdjourncd to ..chrer cnd helped 355rd sroup for cloims of
1-0-0 t/§, 4=0-i t/e, ced L-C-lk s/e - the losses were 5 .Yt

b, Flek ot the tor.-ets wohs i nier, indccur:te,
7. Losses
. . There were no losses.
8. Scoutin- Toree
. &, Plonning - 3oth route and toxrset foreos were plonned for this mission.
ace werther difficulties were uxpocted cnroute from low riadle eloud. Tho trrget
fo:[:'ce vies to report weonther thirty-five rinutes Lefore taxrpet time becnuse the
brinorics were to be cticcked visuslly only. In eveat the primorics were not
visual, decision hud to be mrde prior to the IP to 2o to the secondory torpet. -

-2 -
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Tootionl .nolysis of IXissions 21 :irrch 1945

b. ZExecution - No weather difficultics werc cncountered tand nll targets
were cttacked visuclly, The scouting forees functioned normelly.

%« .Jer.onin- Force

L Ce 48 mone of our torgets wes heavily defended, no Séreconin; Foree was
pleonned,

1Q, Reodor

. H2X .nalysis

4/C +/C Over OX For i: For

Group Dispciched Toxrcet Howviration  Bomlding  Reancrks
389th 2’ 2 1 1l 1 equijiment nclfunction
44,5th 4L 3 2 2 1l equipncent redfunction
453rd [ & 6 5 1l equimecnt naliunction

Hhth 6’ 6 6 6 .
392nd b I 3 3 1 equipnment melfunction
491st 3 3 ] 3 . ’

93rd I 4 3z 3 1 equipnent melfunction
LL6th 4 4 3 3 1 equipnent pclfunction
L4,8th 3 3 2 2 1 equiment ncliunction
458th & & 6 5 1 equigient malfunction
L66th 3 3 3 3

50 L9 [ LL

{1} Rodor purfomcnec on this mission is considured unsatisfactory.
Lielfunctions were of such o noture tin € they couls not Lo fixed Ly ithe opurntor
in the Fir.

be GEE performcnce on this wission is eonsidured sttisfcetory. There
wos scne Jonwadng but in sost instonecs oper: tion wiss unrostrictud,

A1) Of 484 GEE ./C ddaprtchod for thu ¢ o idssions of this date,
only nine foilures cccurred,

¢. GH .nzxlysis

Group 1/C On For Ruwxks
Dispotched Bor:bin -
389th 2 2 Bonted wvisuclly - sipgncls food.
445th 1 1 Boubed viswdly = sipncls foir,.
L53ra 3 2 w/C in 1L d4id not turn equipment on.
Signclds foir - cll visucl bonbing.
Lhth 1% 3 Letd, 4icth = no si,;ncls - others,
si n:ls foir = £l1l visunl bLonbing.
392nd 3 3 Gi Zeod -~ 1l bombing visuol.,
93rd 3 " Unknown © 31 equipment not utilized.
452th 1 1 : Sisnnls pood - visucl boabing,
4L66th 2 Unkxnown G ewdpmneat not utilized,
L67th 2 Yrltnoun Gl equiiment not utilized.
-3
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Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission.

Target Data:
© Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 - 1945 database, used with permission of Henry L. deZeng IV.

Achmer (GER)
(a.k.a. Achmer-Bramsche)
(522230 N-075515E)

General: Fliegerhorst (air station or air base) 15 km NW of Osnabriick in Lower Saxony in NW Germany,
5.2 km SW of Bramsche, 2.8 km S of Achmer village and just a few kilometers from the airfields at
Hesepe and Voérden.

History: construction began in 1936 and was completed in 1939, with additions and improvements
continuing to 1944. First use by a flying unit dates from August 1940 (10.(Erg.)/KG 2 with Do 17s).
Achmer was essentially a bomber base until 1943 and then a fighter base after that.

Dimensions: approx. 2380 x 1370 meters (2600 x 1500 yards).

Surface and Runways: three camouflaged concrete runways in the form of a triangle measuring 1,800
meters plus a 550-meter prepared strip at one end, 1,700 meters and 1,550 meters. Along the center
of the S boundary were 14 ladder-type paved servicing hardstands with refueling points. Equipped with
runway, perimeter, and obstruction lighting as well as a visual Lorenz system for night landings.

Fuel and Ammunition: munitions dumps were on the S and N sides of the field.

Infrastructure: compass swing and machine gun registration range were available, 1 medium and 1
small workshop hangar and buildings along the NE boundary, station HQ, admin buildings and some
barracks along the S boundary, flying control (Flugleitung) at the center of the S boundary, motor pool
and garages at the NE corner, a barracks camp on the outskirts of Achmer village, and in 1941 a camp
for Russian POWs was built on the NW side of the airfield. Additional barrack blocks were under
construction 8 km NW of the airfield and in a woods 4.8 km to the N of the field. A branch rail line served
the building area, the fuel dump, and the munitions dump.

Dispersal: there were 52 open aircraft shelters and 6 additional parking sites along the perimeter and
in a remote dispersal area S of the airfield in December 1944.

Defenses: a heavy Flak position with 4 x 12.8-cm guns was set up on the Bramscher Berg in fall 1943
and there were at least 12 light Flak positions surrounding the airfield, including some in specially built
Flak towers.

Satellites and Decoys:

Achmer-Wallenbrock (GER)
(522145 N-07 49 50 E).
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Dummy 6.5 km WSW of Achmer airfield and 2.5 km NW of Wallenbrock. Had a large mock landing
area, 1 mock hangar and several fake buildings at SW corner. Phony aircraft were parked at
the NW and SW corners. [Sources: AFHRA A5257A p.602 (15 Aug 44)]

Remarks:
e 18 Aug 42: bombed — 1 x Bu 131 from IV./KG 2 destroyed.
e 28 Nov 43: Fl.H.Kdtr. reported total enlisted strength as 438 NCOs and 742 men.
e 21 Feb 44: heavily bombed by B-17 Fortresses and B-24 Liberators — 1 x Ju 188 E-1 from 1./KG
2 destroyed on the ground and 1 x Fw 190A from II./JG 1 damaged.
e 08 Mar 44: low-level attack by U.S. fighters - 6 x Do 217s from III./KG 2 destroyed (4) or

damaged (2).

23 Mar 44: bombed by 21 B-24s.

08 Apr 44: bombed by 60 B-17s - 9 x Do 217s from III./KG 2 destroyed

(8) or damaged (1).

15 Apr 44: low-level attack — 1 x Do 217M from III./KG 2 destroyed.

26 Sep 44: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s — claimed 1 x Fw 190 and 1 x He

177 destroyed, plus 2 x Fw 190s and 1 x unidentified aircraft damaged.

e 16 Feb 45: bombed — 1 x Me 262 and 1 x Fw 190 damaged, several barracks and airfield
installations hit, and several munitions bunkers also hit. (German report)

e 24 Feb 45: strafed by 8 P-47s — 1 x Bf 109 destroyed. (German reports)

e 20/21 Mar 45: bombed by 180 B-24s and 12 B-17s and strafed by VIII Fighter Command P-51s
— 18 x Ar 234s from III./KG 76 destroyed (10) or damaged (8), 19 x Bf 109s and 1 x He 111
destroyed, 2 x Me 262s, 18 x Bf 109s and 1 x Fw 190 damaged (according to German sources).
The VIII Fighter Command P-51s claimed 9 x Bf 109s, 19 x Fw 190s, 11 x Ar 234s, 3 x He 1115,
2 x Ju 88s, 3 x Do 217s and 1 x unidentified aircraft destroyed, plus 6 x Bf 109s, 6 x Fw 190s,
10 x Ar 234s, 1 x Me 410, 1 x Ju 88, 3 x Ju 188s, 2 x Do 217s and 5 x unidentified aircraft
damaged. Additionally, the runways and landing area were hard hit, and 2 hangars burned down.
(445th Bomb Group Mission #258 — 38 B-24's dropped 304x500lb. AN-M43 General
Purpose bombs and 760x100 Ib. AN-M41 Incendiary bombs).

e 24 Mar 45: bombed by 73 B-17s — no significant new damage. (German report)

e 11 Apr 45: RAF units began operating from Achmer.

Operational Units: II./KG 27 (Feb-Mar, Apr-May 40); Stab/KG 2 (Nov 41); 6./KG 2 (Apr-Jun 41); 7.,
8./KG 2 (Jun 41 — Jan 42); 3.(F)/Aufkl.Gr. 100 (Jun 43); Stab, 1.(F), 2.(F)/FAGr. 5 (Jun/Jul — Dec 43);
Sturmstaffel 1 (Oct-Dec 43); II1./KG 2 (01.44 — 06.44), Erprobungskdo. 25 (Sep 43 — Mar 44); I11./KG 3
(Apr-May 44); Stab, II./KG 30 (Aug-Oct 44); III./JG 11 (Sep-Oct 44); Sonderstaffel Einhorn (Sep-Oct
44); Erprobungskdo. 262 (Sep 44); Kommando Nowotny (Sep-Nov 44); 12./JG 54 (Oct-Dec 44); 1V./1G
27 (Nov 44 — Mar 45); Stab/Aufkl.Gr. 123 (Dec 44 — Mar 45); I1./KG 51 (Jan 45); Stab, III./KG 76 (Jan-
Mar 45); Gefechtsverband Kowalewski (26 Feb — 5 Apr 45).

Reserve Training & Replacement Units: IV./KG 2 (Aug 40 — Aug 42).
Station Commands: FI.H.Kdtr. A(o) 19/XI (Apr 44 — Apr 45).
Station Units (on various dates — not complete): Werft-Abt.d.Lw.(0) 19/XI (spring 44 — Apr 45);

le.Flak-Abt. 743 (1943-44); 3./le.Flak-Abt.871 (1943-44); le.Hei.Flak-Bttr. 75/XI (1943-45); Ldssch.Zug
d.Lw.110/1V (Feb 44)?
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Achmer Airfield
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 18

Date: 22 Mar 45

Mission #: 260

Position #: 25

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO

Tail No: 42-51547

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Giebelstadt Airfield / Wirzburg Industrial Complex

Target City: Giebelstadt, Germany Sent: 33 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) 1st Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George (nmi) 2nd Lt | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Curran William ] 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator
Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Durant Merlin (nmi) T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M T/Sgt | Radio Operator
Kaufmann Charles F S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Rausch Karl H S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | §/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner

THURSDAY, 22 MARCH 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.
Mission 906:
Air attacks in preparation for the lower Rhine River crossing by Allied ground forces continue; 1,331

bombers and 662 fighters attack barracks and military encampments in the Ruhr and airfields in Germany
visually; they claim 27-1-12 Luftwaffe aircraft; 1 B-17 and 3 P-51s are lost:
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99 of 114 B-17s hit Ahlhorn Airfield; 13 others hit the marshalling yard at Oldenburg, a target of
opportunity; 1 B-17 is lost; 9 airmen are MIA. Escorting are 95 of 99 P-51s.

457 B-17s are sent to hit military camps at Bottrop (36), Dorsten (74), Barningholten (111), Westerholt
(116), Feldhausen N (74) and S (39); 3 B-17s are damaged beyond repair and 111 damaged; 2 airmen
are KIA and 8 WIA. The escort is 95 of 99 P-51s.

297 B-17s are sent to hit military camps at Hinsbeck (67), Geresheim (73), Ratingen (75) and Mulheim
(74); 114 B-17s are damaged and 3 airmen are WIA. 48 P-51s escort; they claim 0-0-1 aircraft on the
ground.

342 B-24s are dispatched to hit airfields at Kitzingen (168), Giebelstadt (75) and Schwab Hall
(82); 8 others hit Wiirzburg, the secondary target; 1 B-24 is damaged beyond repair and 1
damaged; 8 airmen are KIA. The escort is 138 of 153 P-51s; they claim 3-0-1 aircraft in the air and 13-
0-7 on the ground.

109 of 113 B-17s hit the Rhein Main Airfield at Frankfurt; 31 B-17s are damaged. Escorting are 56 P-
51s.

Mission 907:
9 of 10 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany.
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Individual Mission Notes:

Seventeenth Mission, Glebelstadt, Ger.
Gas load-2700
Time: 8:30

SEVENTEENTH MISSION,GIEBELSTADT,GERMANY
March 22, 1945

We hit Giebelstadt, Jermany to-da y
We flew the low left again today. There
was no flak at our target but off a little
ways they shot up rockets. Thetre were
reported Bandits but none of them got
into the bomber stream. The target was
a runway at a Jet fileld. Ve had an ex-
cellant hit.. The second the bombadier
had in two days.

_ March 23, 1945

Skully Wilson and his crew went down
today. I am so hurt I can hardly think.
I still miss Willy West and I keep looXKe
Ing for him sort of subconciously. On
Wilson's crew there were only 3 chutes
seen.to come from the ship. That 1s the
second Tucson crew this week,

Personal note on mission #18
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:

- Each aircraft carried 8x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 20x100 Ib. AN-M41
Incendiary bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:

SUBJECT: Toctiezl ..nolysis of Mission 22 Mexreh 1945 - F, 0. 636,

70 : Commcnding Genercls, .1l Combot Bomb Wings, This Division, [P0 558.
This information is submitted for your conaideration ond any action you deoem

necossary. The deductions cnd renixrks ncde below ore the results of the study of

uission réports ond informnation obtiined fron Canbeat Vings ond Groups.

-/C i/C_OVER

BaTTLE ORDER PRILRY SECOND..RY DISPLTCHED T..RGET
14th CB Schwebisch=Holl (Vis.)  urzburg (Vis, Or H2X) 83 82
2nd CBvW Giebelstcdt " " " " " 87 84
20th CBw Kitzingen b " woow . 85 &4
96th. CB./ " n n " " " 87 8
2.D 342 335

1, Takeoff, ..ssenbly cnd DL

oo Tckeoffs and cssenbly were accouplished without incident. Unite left
the comst on time cnd in food order,.

Conbct First ..ctual ..8senbly Briefed Time ussenbly

Wing Tckeoff .Jititudes For C2 1 Time
14th 0755 8,000 0945 1:50
2nd 0800 9,000 0948 1:48
20th 0811 8,000 0951 1:40
96th 0759 d,000 0954 1:55

2. ‘Novigation - Penctrution

Qe 411 units penetroted in rood order frou the coast of England to the
crgete  Routus vere floun exictly as bricfids Times were slightly slow duc to a
decrease of wind velocity.

3. Boubing .nclysis

Ce 41 bombing was visuals, The 2nd Combct .ing bonmbed its princry, - the
tirfield at Gicbelstcdt. The drmoge results vore excellent with doncge done to
rumwoys, hong?rs, crd ./C, cnd roptir shops. The only difficulties that were ex—
perienced werc: hoze over the tirget, ond the HR of the L45th being uncble to drop
bombs on the primcry beccuse the LL Squedron wos undernocth it ot the time for
bonbs cway., The HR, 445th, boubed the secondiry, \furzburg, with excellent domoge
results,

b, The lith Combst .ing bonbed its prim ry, Scimicbisch-Hall, with ex-
cellent doncge results, Haze ond heovy bonb smoke were difficulties experienced
on the bomb run, Runwoys, hangirs cnd repcir shops ruceived considercble donmcge.

c. The 20th Combat iiing, boubing its princry Kitzengen, had from very
good to excellont domcge results, Four Squudrons were ossigned an ares torget -
the other Squadrons domcged gun emplicenents, ./C, repcir shops, end large hongars.
The 96th Combet Wing bombed the smie torget, Kitzengen, with danoge results being
fzir to excellent,

ds lctucl bonbing altitudes ranged frou 13,200 - 16,500 feet - the briefed
borabing altitude was 15,000 feet.

4, Ncvigotion - ithdrowzl

&, The route flown by the lith Conbat iing, lecding the Division,
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Tacticel .nelysis of Mission 22 Mcxroh 1945

an withdrowal wes excellent, The 2nd Combat Wing, next in column, hod two Groups
‘bout ten miles north of course while withdrawing through the front line flok de-
'.nses on the woy out but retwrned to course ot 0730E, Frca there out, tho route
128 slightly south of course, being ten miles off ot lendfnll. Next in the column,
the 20th Combet iwing wos well on course until 46 where it devinted to &void coest
out cs briefed duc to on encmy position thero. The entire \ing followed. The 96th
Sombot Jing, last in the column, was within three miles of course oa the vy ocut to

lendfall,

b, The deviction from route, os explodred by thy 93nd Group lecding the
20th Combat *iing, froo o nr.vy:ationrl standpoint, spoiled o8 necrly i perfcoet mis-
iion s the 2nd Division hos cver flown. Decisions to alter bricfed routes cre
Justificd to cvoid wecther to attock secondory or lost resort tarpets, or to cvoid
faterfurence with other friendly fontions, oaly. Other decisions to.clter bricfed
Toutes in tho Zir orc brsed on insuffitient knowledgu of the situntion and cre not

Justificd.
5._ firhter Support

a. Three Fighter Groups werc cssigned as close eacort to 2d .ir Division
Zombers. The 55th .. and B Groups covercd tho lith Conbat wing, the 78th L ond B
covered the 2nd Combit sing &nd tho 355th J, cnd B covered the .2Qth and 96th Vings
respectively. No free lance support wes available due to the fact that Eighth .dr

force Fighters were slso being used to escort the R.F and the 15th .ir Foroe.

6. Eneny action Encountered

2. Fighters report sighting scvercl 1le262's cttenpting to attock Bonbers
but warded off their attcck., The 55th Group intercepted two single 262's, naking
passes; claining one dancguds. The 78th Group sighted several 262's and.on liel63
near the Bomber IP but drove them off, destroying one., 2d .ir Division Bonbers
reported no sighting of enemy aireraft so cpparently Fighter escort was doing a
zood job, The 4th Group of the 65th Fighter Ling, escorting 15th .dir Force B-17's
acught 15 F.i190's forming up over Furstemwclde ./D with claims of 11-1-3 for no
loss, The 355th Group in strcfing ottocks cloined 12-0-9 for the loss of one +/C.

b. DNo flck was expericnced at the torsets.
7. Losscs
c. There werec no losses.
8. Scouting Force
o, Plonning - The normal torget nnd penctrition forces were planned;
nowever, the torgct force was to report torget weather forty-five minutes early
to cllow units to let dovn zod banb from 15,000 feet if visurl conditions existed,
b, Exeocution - No wecther difficulties were encountecred,
9. Screening Force

8. .« screeping force was not planned s the torgets were Tlnk frde,

10, Rador

a. HZX .inolysis

+/C ./C over OK For 0K For
Group Dispetched Tuarget Nevigation Boubing  Rencrks
389th 3 3 3 3 i
W S5th 4 z 2 2 1 non-effective

1 equipment malfunction
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Tacticel .inalysis of Mission 22 March 1945

453rd 5 L 3 3 1 equipment malfunction
Lith L I i L
392nd i 4 5 4
k9lst 3 .3 3 3
1,19..2:2 lgp 15 g g 1 equipment nrlfunction
448th & 4 L 4
158th 4 4 L L e
467th L I 3 3 1 equignent wolfunction
L66th & & i L
4bp 43 39 39

(1) H2X perfommance on this mission is considered sctisfactory,
There were four sct foilures vhich could not be ropoired in the air,

. b. GEE performonce en this nission is considered satisfoctory. Jortiing
wes reported on the Ruhr and Rheims chzins, but operantion was unrestricted, Fixes
on the Sary choin were obtcined pest CQO0E, Four GEE foilurvs out of o total of
338 GZE j/C dispatched vere reported,

11, Corments
‘2a  This was on outstending doy in the history of 2d .Ar Division baubing.
b. The superior nevigation on this mission by the l4th Cocbot 34 lead~
ing the Division, is deserving of high proise. The 96th Combot Wing ol s ey
excellent Job of, navipgation, fE o did e
By command of liojor Genersl KUFITR:
SRIICIS H. GRISWOLD

Bripedier Gunercl U&..
Chief of stoff

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission.

Target Data:
© Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 - 1945 database, used with permission of Henry L. deZeng IV.

Giebelstadt (GER)
(49 39 10 N — 09 58 30 E)

General: Fliegerhorst (airfield) in Bavaria 15 km S of Wirzburg and 1.6 km E of the village
Giebelstadt.
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History: construction began in late summer 1934 and was completed June 1935. The infrastructure,
especially the housing area, was designed to reflect a so-called “Luftwaffe Modern” style and on
completion the base was considered one of the most attractive in Germany. Officially designated a
Luftwaffe Fliegerhorstkommandantur by fall 1935. Hitler visited the airfield on 17 September 1936. From
June 1940 to 1944, Giebelstadt was used by the Ergdnzungsgruppe (reserve training group) of several
bomber units and briefly by other units that arrived to rest and refit or to convert from one type of
aircraft to another. In 1944 Giebelstadt was selected as an active base for jet aircraft and a great deal
of hurried construction took place.

Dimensions: approx. 915 x 915 meters (1,000 x 1,000 yards).

Runway: had one 2,500-meter concrete runway just completed (Sep 44) and a paved taxiway. A 600-
meter runway extension was under construction. Starting platforms have been built along the E and W
boundaries at the N end of the runway. Obstruction lighting, flare path, beam approach and visual Lorenz
for night landings.

Infrastructure: multiple refueling points, munitions dump and communications facilities. One very
large, 5 large and 1 medium hangar in three clusters on the N and E boundaries and at the SE corner,
all with paved aprons. Additional workshop buildings around the hangars. The very large hangar was
probably for repairs. Station HQ, flight control and supply buildings located on the N side of the field
among the hangars. Barracks, quarters, messes, and canteens/clubs were in a wooded area at the NE
corner. A single- track branch rail line was run to the airfield.

Dispersal: two remote areas to the N and E of the field were under construction in Sep 44.
Defenses: Flak positions were located about 1 km off the N boundary and at the SW corner.

Remarks:

e 09 Aug 44: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s — claimed 5 x Bf 109s, 5 x Bf 110s
and 4 x Me 210s destroyed, plus 10 x Bf 110s, 1 x Me 210 and 1 x Fw 200 damaged.

e 09 Sep 44: bombed by 112 B-17 Fortresses.

e 03 Oct 44: bombed by 49 B-17s.

e 06 Jan 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s — claimed 9 x Ju 88s, 2 x Do 217s
and 3 x unidentified aircraft destroyed.

e 13 Jan 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s — claimed 1 x Me 262, 1 x Ju 88 and
1 x Do 217 destroyed, plus 1 x Ju 88 damaged.

e 16 Jan 45: low-level attack — 1 x Me 262 A-1 from II./KG(J) 54 destroyed on the ground.

e 06 Feb 45: low-level attack by 9th AAF P-47 fighter-bombers — 1 x Fw 190 from I./KG(J) 54
damaged.

e 11 Feb 45: low-level attack by 9th AAF P-47 fighter-bombers — 1 x Fw 190 claimed destroyed.

e 20 Feb 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s — 1 x Me 262 A-1 from 1./KG(J) 54
damaged and 1 x He 177 damaged. (German report). The Allied fighters claimed 2 x Bf 109s and
1 x Ju 88 destroyed.

e 21 Feb 45: low-level attack by approx. 11 P-51s — 1 x Me 262 A-1 and 1 x Bu 181 C-3 from
I./KG(J) 54 destroyed or damaged. (German report)

e 23 Feb 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s — claimed 1 x He 177 destroyed and
another damaged.
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e 25 Feb 45: bombed by 96 B-24 Liberators — 4 Me 262 A-1s and 2 x Bl 181 C-3s from 1./KG(J)
54 destroyed or damaged; 1 KIA and 2 WIA.

e 19 Mar 45: low-level attack by approx. 8 P-51s — 3 x Me 262 A-1 from KG(J) 54 destroyed or
damaged. (German report)

e 21 Mar 45: strafed by 36 P-51 Mustangs — German accounts state there was little damage aside
from a single Me 262 shot down while attempting to land.

e 22 Mar 45: bombed by 75 B-24s — 11 x Me 262 A-1s and 2 x Bf 109s from KG(J) 54 destroyed
or damaged plus 2 x Ju 88s destroyed; runway and the western third of the landing area heavily
cratered; Me 262 operations no longer possible. (German report) (445th Bomb Group Mission
#260 — 20 of 28 B-24's dropped 160x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and
400x100 Ib. AN-M41 Incendiary bombs).

e 01 Apr 45: airfield taken by elements of the U.S. 12th Armored Div. The landing area was heavily
cratered, and many buildings had been destroyed.

Operational Units: Fliegergruppe (Aviator Group) Giebelstadt (Oct 35 — Apr 36); I./KG 155 (Apr 36 —
Feb 38); III./KG 355 (Jul 38 — May 39); III./KG 53 (May 39 — Feb 40); I./KG 2 (Feb-May 40); I./KG 76
(Oct 40 — Mar 41); /KG 1 (Jun 41); Stab, 1./KG 77 (Dec 41 — Jan 42); I1./KG 76 (Apr-May 42); III./KG
100 (Aug-Sep 44); Stab and I./KG(J) 54 (Aug 44 — Mar 45); Stab, I./KG 51 (Mar 45).

School Units: Verkehrsfliegerschule (Commercial Aviation School) Giebelstadt (Jun-Sep 35).

Reserve Training & Replacement Units: Schulstaffel/KG 53 (Jun — Sep 40); IV./KG 76 (Apr 41 —
Sep 42); IV./KG 100 (May 43 — Sep 44)?;

Station Commands: Fl.H.Kdtr. L Giebelstadt (1940); FI.H.Kdtr. A(o) 10/XII (Apr-Jun 44); Fl.H.Kdtr.
A(0) 26/VII (Jun 44 — Apr 45).

Kommandant (mainly prior to the establishment of numbered station commands — not
complete): Obstlt. Heinrich Christenn (? - ?) 9/39; Oberst Johann Gehfink ( ? - Aug 43) 3/43; Obstlt.
Georg Kugel (Aug 43 - ?).

Station Units (on various dates — not complete): Stab/2. Fliegerdivision (Sep 44); Koflug
Giebelstadt (Jul 39 - c.Aug 40); 8.Flugh.Betr.Kp./KG 53; Werft-Abt. (v) 117/XII (1944-45);
schw.Feldwerft-Abt. V/30 (Mar 45); 118. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep 44); 129. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep
44); 136. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep ; 3. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (S) (Sep 44); 4. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (S) (Sep 44);
Flugh.Betr.Kp. (FK) 3 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 2 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 7 (Sep 44);
Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 8 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 9 (Sep 44); D 1 R — Nachschublager d.Lw. 1/XII
(1944-45); Lw.-Bau-Btl. 6/XIII (Apr 40); Startbahnbauzug 1 (summer 44); E-Hafen-Ausriistungs-
Kolonne (mot) Giebelstadt.
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Giebelstadt Airfield — circles indicate Me 262 jet fighters
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 19

Date: 24 Mar 45

Mission #: 262

Position #: 13

Acft Type: B-24J-5 FO

Tail No: 42-50811

Call Letter: E-Easy (RN-E)

Acft Name: Patty Girl

Target Type: Supply Drop for the Jump Across the Rhine

Target City: Wesel, Germany Sent: 27 Lost: 2
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) 1st Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George (nmi) 2nd Lt | Navigator

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier
Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Durant Merlin (nmi) T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M S/Sgt | Radio Operator
Rausch Karl H S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | §/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner

SATURDAY, 24 MARCH 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
AIRBORNE OPERATIONS (IX Troop Carrier Command):

2,000+ transports and gliders drop and land the British 6th Airborne and US 17th Airborne Divisions
(plus artillery, vehicles, ammunition, and other supplies) E of the Rhine River N and NW of Wessel as

the British Second and US Ninth Armies cross the river to the NW and SE.

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.
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Mission 911:

In conjunction with the allied ground forces assault across the lower Rhine River (Operation VARSITY)
the Eighth flies bombing, supply, and armed reconnaissance missions; during the day, 1,749 bomber
sorties and 1,375 fighter sorties are flown to attack airfields visually in W and NW Germany in the
morning and afternoon and drop supplies to US and British troops at midday; they claim 54-0-6 Luftwaffe
aircraft; 19 bombers and 9 fighters are lost.

175 of 179 B-17s bomb Vechta Airfield in the morning; 1 hit Rheine Airfield, a target of opportunity; 1
B-17 is lost; 1 airman is WIA and 9 MIA.

527 B-17s are sent to hit Steenwijk (114), Zwischenahn (74), Varel (88), Varrelbusch (113) and
Plantlunne (13) Airfields in the morning; targets of opportunity are Wittmundhaafen Airfield (13) and
other (2); 1 B-17 is lost and 2 damaged; 1 airman is KIA and 9 MIA.

294 B-17s are dispatched to hit Rheine (36), Hopsten (62), Vechtel at Furstenau (72), Achmer (73) and
Hesepe (36) Airfields in the morning; 1 other hit a target of opportunity; they claim 1-0-0 aircraft; 3 B-
17s are lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 100 damaged; 8 airmen are KIA, 5 WIA and 28 MIA.

All 58 B-24s hit Nordhorn Airfield without loss.

The 4 forces above have 1,158 P-47s and P-51s flying area support; they claim 53-0-2 aircraft in the air
and 0-0-4 on the ground; 9 P-51s are lost (8 pilots MIA).

At midday, 240 B-24s are sent to drop supplies in the US (122) and British (118) assault areas

flying at 150 to 250-feet; 14 B-24s are lost (mostly to small arms fire), 4 damaged beyond repair
and 103 damaged; 5 airmen are KIA, 30 WIA and 116 MIA.

182 B-24s are sent to hit Stormede (96) and Kirtorf (65) Airfields in the afternoon; 9 hit Ziegenhain
Airfield, the secondary, and 11 hit the Treysa marshalling yard, a target of opportunity; 16 B-24s are
damaged.

114 B-17s are sent to hit Ziegenhain Airfield (104) in the afternoon; 6 others hit Siegen marshalling yard,
the secondary; 2 B-17s are damaged.

152 of 153 B-17s hit Enschede Airfield at Twente; 20 B-17s are damaged.
The 3 forces above are escorted by 95 P-47s and P-51s without loss.
Mission 912:

10 of 12 B-24s drop leaflets in Germany and the Netherlands during the night and 24 B-24s fly
CARPETBAGGER missions over Scandinavia.
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Individual Mission Notes:

Eighteenth Mission, Wesel, Germany
3as load: 2300

Time : 5:45

EIGHTEENTH VNISSICN,WESEL,GERMANY
March 24, 1945

We went on a speclal type of
mission today. We dropped supplies to
the Airborne Infantry and also the
Paratroopers. They were supposed to
establish a bridge head over the Rhine
and then start the final drive to end
this war. We went in at about 200' to
500' and at an alr speed of only 135
M.P.H. then we nosed down and plcked
up our speed to over 200 N.P.H. and
got out there in a hurry. Ye caught
some ground fire but we didn't get any
holes. OQur wing ships did thoush.

Ve lost two crews today. One was
another lead crew, and Otto Del Pero was
a crew member. He, Willy West and I were
very close buddies and Del was my bunk
mate in the other barracks. The other
crew came over with us and tralned with
us in Tucson. It was the third Tucson
crew to go down this week. They never
had a chance to get out for we were too
close to the ground to bail out. So
far we have lost about 70% of the fellows
who came over with us. We dropped our
bundles about 2 miles north of Vesel,
Germ-ny

Personal note on mission #19
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried assorted supplies of ammunition, food, medical supplies and fuel that were
air dropped to the American airborne troops who jumped just ahead of the bombers.
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Tactical Mission Report:

SUBJECT: Tactical Report of Opsration VARSITY - 2A March 1945.

0 : Commsnding Cemeral, EKighth Alr Forve, AFO 634
SWOURY OF OPERATION
l. Data

a. Date of Mission -~ 24 March 1945.
b. FPrimaxy Targets and (rder of Battls =

2nd CBW (ALL45th - 3 Sqdns, 389th - 3 Sqins, 453rd = 3 Sqdns) SDP-W
LUth A CHW (4ith = 2 Sqdns, 44th - 1 Sodn, 392nd = Sqdn) SOP-¥W

4th B CB¥ (491lst - 2 Sqdns, 491lst - 1 Sgdn, 392pd - 1 Sqgdn) SDP-B
20th CBW (931d - 3 Sodns, L4Eth - 3 Sqdns, A4Bth - 3 Sqdns) SDP-B

©. Seocondary and Last Resort Targeta - Nome,
2, HNarrative

a. PFPlanoning

o.ﬁﬂ Pirat warning of this operation was received 9 March when Eighth
and stated that the 24 Air Division would be required to furnish
for an airborne re-supply mission in ths nesr future. EHalf of ths foroe

carry British supplies and the other half imerican supplies. Decision was
use the 2nd, L4th and 20th Combat Wings with & foroe of 80 4/C each, the

be distributed as follows:

2nd Cambat Wing 80 Adrcraft Jaericen Loed

lhth Combat Wing 40 Adrcreft Amorican Load
l4th Combat Wing &0 sdroratt Eritish Load

20th Combat Wing BC Alrcreft British Loed

Later on during ths day, the Director of Intelligence was given the probable area
of arop, nmely, between Wessl and Emwerich, axd ten miles to the eaat.

(2) On 14 Maroch, the Director of Operstions attendod a meeting at
Eighth iir Force, where General Eubank and Colonel De BRussy presented Wriefly the
tactioal plan of the airborme operwtion. Essential fackors governing the opera~
tionmthnttbﬂntd:vauldhndnbommlg&obmlsoom;tha
Guti.ornd.uiontouldimlnlhutlsmu.ronﬂnﬂwﬁ.ﬁhuohmnmdforvu
two mioutes in length; the 24 Air Division was %0 follow riftoen mimutes after the
last unit in the Troop Carrier column, The offenaive role of the RAP, Eighth iir
Foroe, 9th iir Force and 24 TAP on D-Day snd the days preceding were briefly gone
into, An overlay of the two targets for the 24 Division was received at this
meoting, showing the American and British supply dropping zones. The drop would
be mads betweon 300 and 500 feet with forcea turming 180 degrees and withdrewing
immediately after dropping. 4 copy of 9th Troop Carrier Cammand’s practioce misaiom
*Token", plarmed for 16 March, which was essentially the same as "Varsity" in every
detall, with the exceptlom of the route from & point south of Brussels, was obtained.
On the basls of the infomation received up to this point, a tentative tactiocal
plan for this Division was set up, using a run which passed through both targets,
roughly south ¢0 north, with a left hand turn for withirewal., This plan was besed
on the following: an easily ldentifiable rum, parellel to the Hhine for same dis-
tance, the avoidance of Wesel, and a minimm amount of time over enexy territory.

1

(3) Om 16 March, lead crews from the 2nd, 14th and 20th Combat Wings
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VABSITY, March 1
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teke part in the prectios misaion "Token" which however, de=
weather. This mission, although m'::'-m for practice
gation, was unsuccessful from the standpoint of reception apd identi-
and visual aids placed along the route. One buncher at the Frenoch
the ts and & yellow smoke column were the only aids identified.
safully ldentified. No conflioct was experienced with the

(&) On 17 March, the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operetions and three
Staff attendsd a meeting at the 24 Tactical Alir Foros, where repressntatives
sgencies involved in the operation were preaent. A oomplete agenda covering
stions ooncerning the operation was gome over and the tacticel plan, date
Yo hour were mads firm, At this time, our forces were ocammitted to follow the
route as the Troop Carrier column to avold conflict and to turm right after our
hrgothmrhhhdmtagoormmut:maintb target arva., 9th
Troop Carrier Camand's Pield Order No. 5 for Varsity" clasaified Top Secrot, was
::o-ind. at this Hesdquarters on 17 March, Distribution was mot made to the Wings
at thig time,

(5) The Division tactical plan was then revined to follow the route of
the Troop Carrier Cammand., The routs started at Polkstone with the Division Assembly
Line being between buncher 31 and Newmarket. The route after the target was than
fallowed back to the peint just south of Erussels where the plan was departed from
to withdrew directly to Ostend and then to bases, dircraft in trouble were to land
at B-53 and those in doubtful oonmdition to follow tha Troop Cerrisr routs home across
the maxTow Channel gap., There was quite a difference of opinion on the relative
moxita of a right or left turm off the target on the basis of expected groumd fire,

(6) On 19-March, the Combat Wing Caumaniers wers bx-iefed on ths plan
and given a oopy of the 24D Pield Ordsr for "Varsity”.  Omly cne additiomal aid was
requested, that being the SCS-51 set looated at the IP and beamed on the northern
target, The foroe was to fly as a contimous column with the-£aswt units dropplng
in the northerm zone first and the socuthern zone second. This neosasarily made the
ordar of Wings, 20th, l4th and 2nd, It was decided to fly nine ship Squadrons due
to the flatneas anld flexibility of this type of formation, Drop was to be mads between
300 apd 500 feet at an air speed not to exoeed 150 miles per hour,

(7) On 22 March, word was received fram the lst Allied Airborne Army
all 24 Air Division umits would have to turm right to fit into the over-all
cal plan which bhad already beem set up. This changed the ordsr to 2nd, lhth
20th sinos the scuthern target would have to be hit first, 2d Air Diviaion
oovering Plan "Varsity" was mimeograpbed and and distributed to
the Groups and Wings that same cvening.

A normal bombing misaion was run the morming of the 23rd
forces were down hy 1214 hours. Loading was started at 14,30 on the basis
woather forecast. Word was reoceived at 1700 hours by phone that the opera
go ahead ss scheduled. Confirmation Wy TFX of the date and time were re
2025 fyom the 1lst Allied Airborme Ammy Hesdquarters.

{9) Pinal routes and timings were sent cut along with commumication
details, fighter suppart anl ameniments to the Field Order, The weather was fore-
oast as being practiocally CAVU all thw way, and the assembly altitude of 3,000 feet
was allowed to stand., At 0050 bours, 2 Naxrdch, the plan was domn—graded to Searet
hy werbal authority of Eighth Air Foros.

19
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b. Exeocution

(1) Assemdlies were normal and accomplished without diffioculty or in-
terference. Units departed the ocast in proper crdar and flew the route to the IP as
triefed with the exosption of small doglegs by individual units to maintain proper

interval.
-2 a
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Taotical Beport of Opsration, VARSITY, 2k Narch 1945

(2) Word was received from the Mosquito Obsrver that the Carrier
ool'mn was on time and the mission would run as briefed, The weathar was CAVU
mmwwmmh-mmn-mmmmmm,
lowering the viaildlity to a mile im certain areas,

(3) The IP was made good by all units, the altitude at this point
averaging around 500 feet. On approach to the Rhine, the haze became very bed,
causing Squadrons to lose sight of one another, even though only one-half mile to
a mile in trail. Buncher reception was poor but the pundits end smoke columns were
plainly visible. The SCS-51 besmed on the northern target worked very well.

a. All dropping was acoomplished visually,

b. Briefed times for the dropping of the supplies were: 1304 - 1310;
actual dropping of supplies ocourred between 1310 - 13307.

o. Units generally dropped the supplies from an altitude of 300 feet
and at an indicated air speed of 145 miles per hour. No trouble was experienced
in maintaining this speed or on the releass of any of the loads,

d., Ove mndred per oent of the American loads were dropped in the target
area with two Squadrons of the 389th Group making a second run to achieve this
score, In the northern area, approximately eighty-aix per oent of the load was
dropped in the area with an additional ten per cemt of it being so close that it
was easily retrievable, Only three aircraft out of the whale force dropped short
of the hhine due to mechanical troubles or personnsl errors.

be Anti-Aivoraft Gunfire

a. Practically no opposition was enoountered prior to the supplies being
dropped, but all formations were engaged during withdrswal by spasmciic ssall arms
fire and very meager autcmatic weapons fire, Vuch of this fire came from the woods
porth of Wesel and from the vicinity of Weasl itself, A mmber of machine guns
mounted on trucks also engaged our aircreft.

b, A total cf fifteen airaraft were lost during this operation, seven
due to either automatic weapons ar small ams fire and eight to unknown oauses.
It is probable that some of the eight aircraft, about which nothing is known, were
in faoct shot down by small arms fire, although at least one of these is believed
to have hit a mast,

5. Epemy Airoreft Encountered and Fighter Support

a, No enemy aircraft were encountered on this operation ani fighters
maintained good area mupport.

6. losses and Claims

a. Seven airoraft were lost due to either automatic weapons or small
axms fire and eight aircraft lost due to unknown ocauses.

b, Clains were nil.

Image courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©
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Losses:
- There were two losses on this mission:

e MACR #13545; Aircraft: 42-50620, Name: “Ten Gun Dottie”; 1%t Pilot: 1 Lt. Schultz;
Casualties: 9 KIA; Reason For Loss: Hit by ground fire, left wing came off and aircraft
exploded on ground contact.

e MACR #13516; Aircraft: 42-51245, Name: Un-named; 1%t Pilot: 1% Lt. Strickland;
Casualties: 10 KIA; Reason For Loss: Pilot and Co-Pilot struck by ground fire and
collapsed over control yoke causing the aircraft to pitch over and dive into the ground.

The following picture is of S/Sgt Otto Del Pero who was a close friend of S/Sgt Yagley. Otto was the left
waist gunner onboard the deputy lead aircraft flown by 1% Lt. Jennis Strickland with Lt Col Carl Fleming
flying as co-pilot. As their aircraft approached the drop zone of the American paratroopers their aircraft,
flying at 140 MPH only 150 ft. above the ground, came under fire from German troops. Both Strickland
and Fleming were Kkilled instantly, and the B-24 pitched over and flew into the ground. The action
happened very quickly and there wasn't sufficient time or altitude for any of the crew to bail out.

S/Sgt Otto Del Pero
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Wesel Supply Drop — 453" BG aircraft dropping supplies from 150 ft.
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 20

Date: 30 Mar 45

Mission #: 265

Position #: 25

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO

Tail No: 42-51547

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Sub Pens, Docks and Port Area

Target City: Wilhelmshaven, Germany Sent: 33 Lost:
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) 1st Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George (nmi) 2nd Lt | Navigator

Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Curran William ] 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator
Durant Merlin (nmi) T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M T/Sgt | Radio Operator
Kaufman Charles F S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Rausch Karl H S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner
Kniaz Walter M Capt | Command Pilot

FRIDAY, 30 MARCH 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 918:

1,402 bombers and 899 fighters are dispatched to attack targets connected with U-boat construction or

operation; they claim 8-1-12 Luftwaffe aircraft; 5 bombers and 4 fighters are lost:
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530 B-17s are sent to hit 2 U-boat yards (64) and an oil depot (169) at Hamburg; 263 bomb the port
area at Hamburg, the secondary target; 1 hits Bremen, a target of opportunity; bombing is both visual
and using H2X radar; they claim 0-1-3 aircraft; 3 B-17s are lost, 2 damaged beyond repair and 252
damaged; 14 airmen are KIA, 10 WIA and 28 MIA. Escorting are 289 of 304 P-51s; they claim 4-0-7
aircraft in the air and 1-0-1 on the ground; 3 P-51s are lost.

448 B-17s are sent to hit the U-boat yard (318) and rail bridge (109) at Bremen visually and with H2X;
1 B-17 is lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 225 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 6 WIA and 11 MIA. The
escort is 268 of 287 P-51s; they claim 2-0-1 aircraft.

382 B-24s are dispatched to hit the U-boat yard (273) and Bauhaben port area (85) at
Wilhelmshaven both visually and with H2X; 1 B-24 is lost and 56 damaged; 8 airmen are KIA and
1 WIA. 105 P-47s and P-51s escort.

32 of 36 B-17s fly a DISNEY mission to the U-boat yard at Farge; 14 B-17s are damaged.

Mission 919:

During the night, 13 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany; 19 B-24s fly CARPETBAGGER
missions to Norway; 1 B-24 is lost and 1 crashes in the Orkney Islands.
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Individual Mission Notes:

Ninteenth Mission, Wilhelmshaven, 3er.
Jas load: 2500

Time : 6:10

NINTEENTH VISSICN,WILHEL!'SHAVEN,GERMANY .
March 20, 1945

We hit Wilhelmshaven, Germany,

it was submarine work plants. Ve
did encounter moderate flak but it was
very inaccurate. Ve saw dog fights on

the way back. The Jerry was Jumping
straglers but our fighters drove them
off.

I saw the island where Willy West
was shot down. They really threw up a
lot of flak.

e had about 8/10 ths cloud
coverage so this accounts for the bomb-
ardier did net get such a good hit.

We had a command pillot.

Personal note on mission #20
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 20x300 Ib. AN-M55 General Purpose bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:

SUBJECT; Tactical Analysis of Nission 30 larch 1945 - F. O. 643,
TO ,¢ Comonding Generals, All Combat Bomb i7ings, This Division, 4PO 558,
This information is suhnittea. for your consideration and any action you deem

necessary, The deductions and remarks made below are the results of the study of
mission reports and information obtained from Cambat #4ings and Groups,

EFFECTIVE
B.TTLE ORDER  PRLLRY - SECOND:RY SORTIES  SORTIES
lith CBY ‘ilhelmshaven (Vis.) Wilhelmshaven (H2X) 95 93
96th CB/ " " " " 97 - 94
20th CB7 " " " " 92 87

?éacr{.' o " ) 2 ‘33% ,_,3%523'_ )

W

1. Takeoff, .Assembly, and DAL

. 8y Takeoffs and assembly were rormal and the Combat ..ings left the
English odast on time and in good ordsr.

" Combat  First hctual  Assembl Briefed Time  sissembly

. ?1% Takeoff Jtitudes For GP 1 Time
. 1yth 0955 12, 000 1200 2:05
96th 1001 12,000 1203 2:02
20th 0943 12, 000 1206 . 2:23
2nd 1013 12, 000 1209 1:56

2. ‘Navigation - Penetration

‘e, The Divisian left the DAL in good order and formed into a close colum:
on the route to landfall.

. b, The route flown was quite accurate although individual Groups had
some difficulty - the Jings were closed up, This was particularly noticeable at
the turn prior to lundfall. .t landfell the lith ving (Division lead) column ex-
tended six minutes in- length - the $6th Wing, following, was also six minutes in
length, as were the columns of the 20th and 2nd J/ings., The Division column ex~
tended twenty minutes in length at landfall. Time intervals existed between Groups
within each iing, but there was an overlap between last Groups of the 14th and
20th Wings and the- leading Groups of the 96th (following the Lith) and the 2nd
(following the 20th), Successive overrunning of units ocourred.

; ¢, The lead Squadrom, 389th Group, tracked in on H2X and when cloud cover
broke, the Squadron was three miles left of the target, It was too late for the
bombardier to correct to the target. Had bombs been released they would have
fallen in fields. Bombs were returmed to base. Some crowding among units prevaile
from landfall to target. . :

.3+ Bombing Analysis

8. 24 air Division attacked first and second priority targets by visual
end H2X methods yith good results, All .ings experienced similar weather conditior
and restrictions. H2X was used to bring Squadrons to the target, where some units
made slight visual corxrections. Nothing was reported to denote personnel error.

. L1 . '
b. The mission showed good coordination between the bombardier and 1:ckey
operator. rhotographic coverags for this attack gives only imcompleté information.
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Tactical Analysis of Mission 30 March 1945

The report shows that the light Cruiser Koln was smoking but no thorough assess-
ment-of damage:oould beé ‘mdde, Several amaller boats were also smoking and one
merchant vessel :wad ‘sur¥k, Dry docks IV and VI, store sheds, mine sweeping depot,
and oil tanks were hit, and severe scattered damage was noted in business and
residential districtsd- '

be - Naﬁ&ation' - ‘Withdrawal

a.._._‘ Rallies were good and the .iings departed the enemy coast in good
order. S o

b. Letting 8own after landfall out, the .ings were forced.to leave the
bricfed route in same instances to avoid low clouds. The lead.iling,.the .1lith Wing,
mede the route good. Those following deviated to the north of .course., The 2nd
wing entered the coast of England at Buncher 24 rather than at.Mundesley Beacon as
briefed. This was also true of the 491st Group, Otherwise, landfall in was as
bricfed, C e

5. Fighter Sui:port

- - o. There were three Fighter Groups assigned to escart 2D Bombers. .. The

56th ‘covered thc Soreening Force and the 1lhth and the 96th Combat Wings. - The -479th
Fighter Group covered the 20th und 2nd Cambat Wings. The 355th Group was- assigned
to cover the rear of the 2D force, patrolling the area covered by the Bomber strec

6. - Enemy .ction Encountered

a. The only sighting of enemy airoraft by our Fighters was when,the 4th
Fighter Group spotted five 1le262's northwest of Bremen. A chase ensued but the
Jets easily pulled away. Neo fuxrther contact was made,

b, Flak at the tuirget was meager to moderate, inaccurate to accurate,
(1) & smoke screen was present in the target area.
7. Losses

a. One aircraft, 49lst Group - 4/C left formation at 5330-0605, trailing
black amoke = observed following formation in distance - 4/C ditched in Channel at
5336-0340. Two men rescued. No further information is available,
e - . N . iy

8., Scouting Force ‘"

o, Dlamning - lloimeol torget and penctration forces were planned. Scouts
werv to broadcast target weather forty-five minutes early and, if a delay would
hclp visual bombing, Combat Win s would make o 360 degree turn in place prior to
the Continental coast in order to lose time,

b. ZExecution - No weather trouble was encountered on penctrution. Cloud
cover in the target orea was frem 5 - 10/10, Scouts advised that a delay would
help but moke no vital difference - Combat Wings did not delay.,” Units-let down
af'ter the rally and returncd below low cloud. -7

9. Screcening Force R P

-y

a,” Planaing : AT

(1) The normal Screening Force was planncd with the: force being 40C
fect above and ‘one minute chead of the Bombers, ‘

- ;'be  Execution
L. (1) The Screcning Force made R/V properly. Communications wore.good..
Howover, the Screening Foree leader did not realize that the main force had arrived
ot the IP and did not pull shead until it was too late. The 25th Recon Squadron-at
watton is tuking steps to see that this does not occur again.
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Tactical Analysis of Mission 30 lMarch 1945

10, Rodar

a., H2X Amalysis .
Group (o] 4/C Over  OK For OK For Remarks

D spatched  Target Navigation Bombing
389th 4 ' 4 1‘: t .
fg‘;’:g t B t 3 3 1 equimment molfunoctiol
Lith & 4 4 4
392nd 4 b 4 4
491st L L 4 N
93rd L 4 4 4 - _
LL46th 4 4 4 3 1l equipment talfunctio
Lu8th 4 N 2 2 2 equipment malfunctics
1,58th 6 6 6 6 '
L66th 4 4 4 4
WTth L L & &

50 50 L7

(1) . satisfaotory mission as far as H2X results werc concerned.
The L4th and 96th Combit i7ings had perfect records,

b, Jamming was reported on both the Ruhr and Rheims chains, ixes werc
obtzined past 08°E on thc Ruhr chain, Eight GFD failures of 379th GEE //C dis-
patched occurred,.

11, Caoments

a. The deviation from bricfcd course at the tnglish coast in by the 2nd
Combat Wing and the 491st Group (Par 4b) denotes a laxacss of discipline, 4 mis-
sion is not completed until cngines are cut in the dispersal oreas. Briefed routes
znd standard procedures must be followed as closely as weather and other factors
beyond our control permit, Combit Wing integrity must be maintuined up to the
Combat wing area,

b, Lack of cir discipline results in lack of eificient control and lack
of efficicnt control alwaoys results in o loss of efficicncy.

Ry command of liajor General PNER:
FRaNCIS H. GRIS./OLD

Brigadier General USa
Chief of Staff

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission.
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Wilhelmshaven Sub Pens, Docks and Port Area
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 21

Date: 04 Apr 45

Mission #: 267

Position #: 13

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO

Tail No: 42-51480

Call Letter: D-Dog (MK-D+)

Acft Name: Sweet Sue

Target Type: Perleberg Me 262 Jet Airfield

Target City: Perleberg, Germany Sent: 44 Lost:
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) 1st Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George (nmi) 2nd Lt | Navigator

Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Curran William ] 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator
Durant Merlin (nmi) T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M S/Sgt | Radio Operator
Kaufman Charles F S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Rausch Karl H S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner

WEDNESDAY, 4 APRIL 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 926:
1,431 bombers and 866 fighters are dispatched to hit airfields, a shipyard and a U-boat shipyard in
Germany; they claim 30-4-30 Luftwaffe aircraft; 10 bombers and 4 fighters are lost.

438 B-24s are sent to hit Parchim (33) and Perleberg (29) Airfields; 97 hit Wesendorf Airfield, the
secondary; attacks are visual; they claim 6-4-6 aircraft; 6 B-24s are lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and
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76 damaged; 1 airman is KIA and 59 MIA. Escorting are 324 P-47s and P-51s; the P-47s claim 14-0-20
aircraft and the P-51s claim 9-0-3 aircraft; 1 P-47 and 3 P-51s are lost.

443 B-17s are sent to hit Fassberg Airfield (149); secondary targets hit are Hoya (37) and Dedelstorf
(13) Airfields; targets of opportunity are Unterluss (39) and other (24); bombing is visual; 1 B-17 is lost,
2 damaged beyond repair and 58 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 6 WIA and 4 MIA. The escort is 220 of 232
P-51s; 1 is lost.

Mission 927:
505 of 526 B-17s hit the Deutsche shipyard at Kiel using H2X radar; 2 others hit Eggebeck Airfield, a

target of opportunity; 3 B-17s are lost and 50 damaged; 27 airmen are MIA. 208 of 223 P-51s without
loss.
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Individual Mission Notes:

TWENTEETH NISSION;PERLLBsRY, JERMANY
April 4, 1945

e hit an Alr Fleld at Perleberg
Germany. Vhen we reached the I.P. we
were hit by Me-262 and Fw 190's. On
their first pass the shot our denuty
lead down. They started in us but our
nose navigator drove them off, s0 they
hit our No. II man instead. TwC more
came through from the nose about 0100
and I saw my trolsrs rass them by and
a lot goinz intec i1hem, There were no
attacks made on th= tall but I gat a
lot of shooting 1n on support firing.

Qur group Jo0st 4 ships but this
was good compared with other groups.
Our crew members zaw a8 many as 4 ships
going down from one group. I don't
know how many snlps went down but 1t was
a lot. Ve had all of our <uns <zoinz and
so did most of group s0 this 1s wnhy
we only lost four ships.

A fellow in our barracks shot down
a Jet. He 1s the first one from our field
to get a Jetty. The f{lak was also pretty
bad but we didn't et any holes. Lt.
Lupher our old navigator went down today..

Personal note on mission #21
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 8x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 4x500 Ib. AN-M17 Aimable
Incendiary Cluster bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:

SUBRJECT: Tactical Analysis of iiission 4 Apiil 1945 - F.' O 648,

T0 : Commanding Generals, ill Combat Bon Wings, This Division, AP0 558.

. This infomation is sulmitted for your consideration shd ony action you deem
necesgary, The deductions and remorks mede below are the results of the study of
mission reports and informntion obteined from Combat Jings and Groupas,

2 TLLE CRDOXR PRELLEY SLCGIHDARY SORTIES  SOFTLIES
20th CBY Porchim (Vis,) ay &/F thet moy 108 106
2nd CBJ " " te atiacked visually 119 115
nom Perleberg " vitidin the area:
96th CR, " " 5500-0300 52.0-1200 105 103
U4th CB! Kaltenkirchen (Vis.) 5300-0300 5500-1200 106 102

1, Takeoffs, issemblies and DAT,

2. Tokeoffs were nomal. Group ard Combat Uing asserblies were good and
all units were on time and in goed order on the DAL.

Coribat First Actunl assenbly Briefed Time assenbly

Wing Tokeoff altitudes rFor CP 1 Time
2nd 0535 - 11,000 . 0740 2:05
Uth 0525 19, 0O 0743 1:53
96th 0546 10,000 o744 1:58
20th 0526 10, GO0 U736 2:10

2. lavigation = Zenetrstion

4. Londfall in at the eneyy coast was good - the Division colunn wcs
sixteen minutes in length, -

b, Itoute in to the i’ wes flown within five piles of courae, Cloud
coverage was 8/10 to 10/10 znd visw.l check points were not available,

. C. .ioneuver at the IF was normal for units bambing assigned first
priority targets and for units basbing second priority torgets. Oceasional
breaks in cloud covercge aided novigetors wnd bauboadiers in making good runs.

30 Boubins inalysis

8, Cloud cover from & - 10/10 preventud seeing more then fleeting
glimpses of assigned targets. units whici were cble attocked <rith fasir to good
results, .

) b, Three Squcdrons of the 383th Group dropped with poor results, The
lend, Squadron hed sn HBER meliunction in deputy lead /G which released smoke
merkers - the entire Squadron released, believing it to be bumbs away. %he two
succeeding Squedrons, being unable to picl up targets, dropped on smoke markers
of the lead Squadron; 453rd Group chose the second priority terget znd bombed it.
Coordinated runs between iiickey operators and bombardiers were uade, Eombs were
believed to have follen morth of the target.” One Squudron of the 455rd Group did
not bomb, .

©. The.entire L4 th Combat Wing returncd its bazbs &s no visual targets

Were sedn, . o Lo

d. The 20th Combat .ing bombed Wesendor? ,/F with fair to good results.
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Tagtical jnalysis of lLission b .porid 1945 = F, O, 48

Lead and LL Squadrons of the jLéth Group scored hits on runvays and landing ground,
The HR Squadron, being unable to maneuver into position, failed to bomb and re-
turned its bombs to bose, LL and HR Squadrons ol the 93rd Group mansged to drep -
o few on the field, The Leod Squadron, foiling.to receive the code word for pri=
ority 2 torget, remained in Wing formation, it is essential even under adverse
bombing conditions to pass the target code word. Hod the Squadrons bech uncovered
pmperly, borbing might have been ancmplishpd Threo Squodrons: of the-five dis-
patched by the 44Bth Group (Ld LL, HR) fpiled to bomb boccuse of cloud cover,
Cloud cover hempered o good run for the other two Squadrons - hovever, bomb plots
indiccte probable hits on the h.mgo.r ayea at jesendorf,

e. Only two Squudrons of thc untire 9éth \iing were able to bomb, One Squa~
dron frem the 467th Group attacked yerleberg - results vere believed poor,. One
Squadron of the 458th Group scored a tight oval patterm on the landing ground at
Perloberg uith good results, The remcining nine Squcdrons of the §6th Wing re-
turned bombs to buses, . e

4o Navipction = Withdrowel

o8, Rollies were nommcl cnd effcoted in good ordoer,

b, Route out to the onony econst wos benera.‘l.l,y feir until units o.pproachc.d
the ercc northviost of the Rubr velley, Cloud covevsge was 7/10 to 9/10, offording
occasioncl visunl check peints, As units cpprouchud the Ruhr volley, they went
north of couwrse, moking sure thuy clecred thf- flek srcas, then fltered eourse to
the bricfed route, .

o, Londfall out wis generclly poor. Units cut the course short and
ccmo out north of the briefed londfrll point due to wdverse weather,  lieximum
deviation from the bricfed route wos tuenty miles.

5. Fighter Support

2, The follouing Fighter Croups were flying . and B Groups and giving
olos¢ support to 24D Combut .ings: A4th . nd B on the Commind iosquite and the
20th Combut fing, 36lat .4 on 2nd ., 361st B on 2nd £, 56th .. cnd B on 96th Combot
Wing, and L79th .. and B on 14th Coubat wing. “he 339th .. &nd 3 ond the 355th 4
&nd B Groups swept C.hc..d ol the Boubers to cover open.tmnul :ju.t fn.clds.

.

6, Eneny .mtz.on Znecounfured

The 20th CombLt ing, cov«.red by the Lth Group, was.attacked, Just
before th\- w by eight it \-262‘3 Tlying in fours, The enayy wireraft attacked in
&. clinb fram 5 0’cloca: ol onv m-2h uas lost ia this vogigement. This Combat
Wing was attacked opuin Just past the Wi by thaeo w262%s which oone in from 6
ofclock and in o clJ.mb. This attock vias in the vicianity of Stendal. The enemy
pilots werc cgpressive in thuse cttccks., The total Fighter cloims egoinst the
Jets vwiere 9~0~7, Pour of our .ighters are (L. cnd two ¥i_hters HYR.

b, antiediorsdt

(1) Flak at th» tergots r'.nged. fron nil to neigor and oderate ond
was generclly incccurate, .

7. Losses

4. One m.rc;pi‘t }89th Gmun - was shot d.cv..n by J\..‘b' *$4:.0K3 r.t ,sz,&
10228, sirercft wes swven to go doun ia a f£lut spin-with its lie. 3 cogine on fire
and the stabilizer coming ofi's ho chutes vierv ous‘.r\md.
NP d
b, One .'J:;rcrui‘t I.,q.5th. Group - Vit shot down by jet ..J.rcr':.f'l: on the
bamb run, Aircmt‘,‘. wWos seen cfire, - Several-chutes observed.. -
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'_réctical Ahalysls of Hission 4 aordl 1945 ~ ¥, 0, 648

¢i One aircraft, L45th Group = was shot doun "V Jet alrcraf't on bomb run.
An.rcraft seen with 1ts alevator offs No ohutes reporte?

d, One airaraft, L8th Group ~ broke in half at the attack by Jets. No
further informeation is available, lic chutes were observed,

e. One aircraft, L48th Group - was hit by Jets and was seen amoking and
wont dovn in a long glide, Ten chutes seen,

£+ One aircraft, 448th Group = last heard frou with the pllot saying
that he would try to make .B-53. Ho further information received.

8. Scouting Force

a., FPlanning — The noruel tarpget force reorting torget weather t'..enty
minutes shead of the lead Combat .Jingz.

be Exocution - lMNomal - pe unusual weuther was encountered.

9. Soréening Force

s No force was plaoned, as no torget were hecvily deforded, ’

10. Redor

.&e H2X anplysis

Group 4/C #/C Cver OK For OK For  Zemuvks
pispctched Terret i."::vii"a-;‘_b_é.‘c_‘g Sombir:

389th & 4 4 4
Li5th 5 5 L 4 1 cquiznent nalfunction
45314 "5 5 4 & L equiment mclfunction

Lith 5 5 5 5
392nd. 4 L L 4
431st & 3 3 3 1 non-effective

9ird I 4 3 3 1l equisment molfunction
L46th i 4 L 4
L 8th 9 g 5 8 1 ron-effective
L,53th [ & 6 6
I66th [ [ Sl 5+1 1 landed sy
L67%h [ 4 & & ‘

" 58 Th+l Thal

(1, mH2x performance on this nission i: considered satisfactory,
Malfunctions ocould not be remedied in the cir by the operutor,

11, Corments

€ slexrts thot bondits wre in the area rust be put out on Cherrels 4, B,
ard C first by sir Commonders receiving tne irfonition cod nust be passed imme-
dictely to ull members of the crew by the yilot or co-pilot,

: By cozannd ol lajor Genernl XaITR:
FRAALIS 1. GRISCOLD
frigidier Gencral USa
' Chicf of Stuff
OFTICLAL:

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©
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Losses:
- There were two losses on this mission:

e MACR #13728; Aircraft: 42-50664, Name: “Judy”; 1%t Pilot: 1%t Lt. MacDonald;
Casualties: 8 KIA, 1 POW; Reason For Loss: Shot down by German jet fighter on
bomb run.

e MACR #13729; Aircraft: 42-51544, Name: Un-named; 1 Pilot: 2" Lt. Van Delinder;
Casualties: 3 KIA, 7 POW; Reason For Loss: Shot down by German jet fighter on
bomb run.

Target Data:
© Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 — 1945 database, used with permission of Henry L. deZeng IV.

Perleberg (GER)
(53 04 20 N — 11 49 10 E)

General: airfield (Fliegerhorst) 119 km NW of Berlin in Brandenburg and 33 km SE of Ludwigslust;
airfield 2.5 km WSW of Perleberg.

History: 1927 listed as an emergency landing ground (Notlandeplatz). Taken over by the Luftwaffe in
1934 and developed into a elementary flight school. Inaugurated a Luftwaffe Fliegerhorstkommandantur
by October 1935. Used briefly by bomber units in spring 1940. From June 1940, also a factory airfield
(Industriehafen) for Dornier/Wismar. In spring 1942 it became a major training base for long-range
reconnaissance Crews.

Dimensions: approx. 1650 x 1235 meters (1800 x 1350 yards).

Surface and Runways: sandy grass surface. No paved runway. Equipped with boundary and
obstruction lighting, a flare path, a beam approach system, and a visual Lorenz system for night
operations.

Fuel and Ammunition: refueling points were located at the SE corner and inside the S boundary. A
small ammunition dump was in a wooded area off the S boundary.

Infrastructure: had 1 very large, 2 large and 1 small hangar at the SE corner, and 1 large and 1 small
hangar on the S boundary for a total of 6. All of the hangars were fronted with paved aprons. A group
of small buildings including the control tower projected into the landing area between the two groups of
hangars, and probably included workshops. The motor pool and garages were off the SE corner. Station
admin offices, barracks, messes, etc., were in a compact group in the woods off the SE corner and
numbered about 30 buildings in all. A branch spur off the Perleberg-Wittenberg rail line served the SE
corner and the S, W and N boundaries.

Dispersal: there were 3 dispersal areas — North (along boundary), Southeast corner and Southwest
corner with a total of 3 large open aircraft shelters, 12 medium open plus at least 8 parking bays that
had been cut into the woods.

Defenses: unknown.
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Remarks:
e 18 Apr 44: bombed by B-17 Fortresses and strafed — 1 x Bf 108 B-1, 8 x Bf 110s, 2 x Do 17Ps, 1
x Do 217M, 1 x Fi 156C, 1 x Fw 44]), 1 x Fw 58C and 5 x Ju 88As/Ds from
I1./Fernaufklarungsgeschwader 101 destroyed or damaged on the ground.
e 04 Apr 45: airfield bombed by 29 B-24 Liberators. (445th Bomb Group Mission #267 — 11
of 44 B-24's dropped 88x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 44x500 Ib. AN-
M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs).

Operational Units: Zerstorerstaffel/KG 30 (Feb-Mar 40); 1./KG 4 (Mar-May 40); I1./KG 30 (Jun-Jul 40);
II1./KG 30 (Oct 40); Stab, 1./KGr.506 (Feb-Apr 41); KGr. z.b.V. 104 (Mar 41); 1.(F)/Aufkl.Gr. 33 (Oct
44); Stab, 1./JG 6 (Oct-Dec 44); 12.(Pz.)/SG 9 (Dec 44); elements of 1.(Pz)/SG 9 (Jan-Apr 45);
13.(Pz.)/SG 9 (Feb-Apr 45); 1./Tiefangriffsgruppe Blicker 181 (Apr 45).

School Units: elementary flight school then twin-engined conversion school Perleberg (Jun 35 — Oct
39); Arbeitsplatz for Schule/FAR 22 (Neustadt-Glewe) (1939-40); Aufklarungsschule 3 (May — Oct 42);
Fernaufklarungsschule 3 (Oct 42 — Feb 43); Stab and Fernaufklarungsgeschwader 101 (Feb 43 — Feb
45); I./Aufklarungsgeschwader 103 (Feb — Mar 45).

Reserve Training & Replacement Units: Erg.KGr. 6 (Nov 40 — May 41); 3./Erg.]JG 2 (and 4./Erg.JG
2?) (Nov 44 — Mar 45).

Station Commands: as FI.H.Kdtr. Perleberg (to 1943); FI.Pl.Kdo. A 40/III (1943-44); Fl.H.Kdtr. A(0)
26/I1I (1944-45).

Kommandant (mainly prior to the establishment of nhumbered station commands — not
complete): Obstlt. Veit Fischer (1 Jun 35 - ?); Gen.Maj. Oskar Freiherr von Boenigk ( ? - Oct 39).

Station Units (on various dates — not complete): Koflug 17/XI (c.Dec 41 — Feb 43)?; Werft-Abt.

31/II1 (1944-45); 12.(Flum.Res.)/Luftgau-Nachr.Rgt. 11 (Mar 41); 3.(Fspr.u.Fschr.Betr.)/Luftgau-
Nachr.Abt. 3 (c.Oct 44 — Feb 45)?; Fluko Perleberg.
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Perleberg Airfield
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 22

Date: 06 Apr 45

Mission #: 268

Position #: 1

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO

Tail No: 42-51480

Call Letter: D-Dog (MK-D+)

Acft Name: Sweet Sue

Target Type: German Army Headquarters

Target City: Halle, Germany Sent: 33 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) Capt | 1st Pilot

McAnely Robert C 1st Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George (nmi) 2nd Lt | Navigator

Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Curran William ] 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator
Durant Merlin (nmi) T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M S/Sgt | Radio Operator
Scourby James (nmi) S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Pajakowski Joe A S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner

FRIDAY, 6 APRIL 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

Mission 930:

659 bombers hit rail targets in the Leipzig, Germany area using H2X radar; 4 B-17s and 1 P-51 are lost:

183 of 207 B-24s hit the marshalling yard at Halle; 22 others hit Eisleben, a target of opportunity;

2 B-24s are lost, 3 B-24s are damaged. Escorting are 201 P-47s and P-51s.
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430 of 452 B-17s hit secondary targets, the main station and marshalling yard at Leipzig (321) and hit
Gera (109); 11 others hit the marshalling yard at Halle; 4 B-17s are lost and 2 damaged beyond repair;
17 airmen are KIA, 1 WIA and 33 MIA. The escort is 392 of 410 P-51s; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA).

Individual Mission Notes:

Twenty-First Mission , Halle, Germany
Gas load:2700

Time: 8:30

TWENTY-FIRST MISSION,HALLE,GERMANY

April 7,. 1945

We hit Halle again, It was
10/10 ths coverage so.the flak
was very linaccurate but falrly
intence. They shot up more rockets
at this target than at any other
we ever went to before, there were
at least 30 at this one place.

we didn't lose any ships
today so I felt pretty good for
we expected it to be pretty roughe..

Personal note on mission #22
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 12x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:

SUBJECT: Tactical analysis of }Mission & &pril 1945 -.F, O, 650,
T i Commanding Generals, 411 Combat Bomb ¥ings, This Division, 4PO 558.
This information is sutmitted for your consideration and any action you dcem

necessary. The deductions and remarks made belor arc the results of the study of
mission reports.and information obtained from Combat Vings and Groups.

EFFECTIVE
BATTLE ORDER 1ST PRIORITY © 2ND PRICRITY SORTIES  SORTIES
96th CHW Halle M/Y (Vis) ‘Halle M/Y (H2X) 47 46 -
2nd CHEA Halle hrmy Hq. (Vis) " n n 54 54
20th CHA, - Staszfurt {(041) " " " " 54 53
14ith CIR " ~noor . 52
24D 207 205 -

1. Tekeoffs, hssemblies, and

a, Continental assembly was In effect. Takeoffs were normal exeept
for the 458th Group, whose runway was blccked by an &£/C with a blown .tire, causing
some &/C to become airtorne as much as forty-five mirutes late., Croup and Combat
Wing assemblies were from good to excellent, exccpt for the 458th Group whose ase
sembly was slow beceuse of 4/C arriving late in the assembly area. #11 units were
on time and in good order on the DAL. )

Combat  First hctusl  hsserbly  Briefed Time . Assembly
For C Iime

Uing Takcoff " bltitudeg . For CP 3
96th 0604, 112,000 0802 1:58
Zna 0515 12,000 0804 2:49
20th 0539 12,000 0806 2127
1ith 0515 12,000 0808 2:53
2 vigat - Penetratio

a, Landfall at enemy coast was made acecording to cach Ying's routc to
‘its respective tuncher for a Ccntinental assembly,

Y. The route in to the IP vas flovn vecll in spitc of 10710 cloud coverage.
. €. Meneuver at the IP was normal. &1l units cffccted thelr maneuvers
to make runs on "the H2X targef tceausc of 10/10 cloud coverage over the assigned
visual tergets. :

d. Bomb runs were good and made on H2X,
3. Eombing &na

a. 411 dnits (93rd Group cxeepted) bombed the Halle /Y by H2X with
unobserved results - cloud covcr was 10/10, Fombing was performed by Squadrons,

-(1; The lcad !'Ickey operator 93rd Croup (vhich flcw two Squaodrons,
the Load and HR} madc an crror in terget identifieation when switching from the
fifty mile‘ scan to the twenty mile secan. The deputy lead identified the target
and & fix at Yombs dway shoted thot the tofits hit at 513@«1130E ncar Hottstedt
(20 milcs Wi of Halle). The, HR Sguedrop dronped on fisrcs eof the lced Squadron,

.J... PRU indicates pocr rcsults on this mission.
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Miss bLpri
4. Navigatiop p Withdrawal
ge Rallies wore- normal-w ell umlts vworc in good order.

. Routo out to enemy.coapt was €lovm within five milca of. course py-all
units,

6. Landfall out was oxccllent, Thoe Division column was clewven minutes
long- at. this point. : :

5. Fightor Support

a. Five Fightor Groups suppertod 2D Bembers on this mission, The 56th
Group coverced the Screaning Forco and tho- 9¢th Genbnt ¥ing, The 4th, 355th and
479th Greups covercd the 2nd, 20th and 14th Comtet *lings respectively. The ontire
force was alsc cowcred by the 36lst Group.

6, En setion Encountered
a., ‘There vas no oncny elrcraft rcaection to 20D Bombers.

B. Flak at thc terget.ranged-from nil to meager to moderate and waa
generally ingccurate.

7. Losscs

n., There were no ‘losses,

8. Scouting Forcg

a, Plarning - T-o P=51'gs erc to ¥ in the Contincrntal osscmbly erca,
reporting weather ‘ind ony recormendaticns-for chonpea in gssembly altitudes to
Combat "lirg leeddrs:prior to crrivel of lemivrs and du¥ing os&mbly. ihlso a route
force reporting wenthoer thirty mimitcs shoad of the lead Combet iiing and thc normal
target force repomting target. eethor tventy mirutes tefere T0T, These forecs
vere plamned:bccause of ‘uxpected frontel cloud im the essunhly =nd -berget ercas.

b. Bxocutioni= Ticather rcporting was normel;-, gxpeeted -weagher 4id not
matorialize, Only lo™ clouds with-tops frou 8 - 10,000 foud vorc. enceunpterad, -

9. Screening Forec

a. Planning - Four llesquitocs “-cre to aet ar n chaff dispensing forec
on the target et Helle, pulling to onc mirmte rhoed-end 400 foct atove the Bomb-
ers at the IP and using the ncrmal mencuver geing through the target arca ahead
of thc bombers.

b, Exccutiom = Thc chaff. force functioncd nermelly, doirng en c¢xcellent
Job. The lead Combet fHing over the trrget had no flek at cll - this is attrib=
uted dircctly to the serocping performed,

10, Rader
a. H2X apelysis
Group &/C 4L/C Cver CK For 0K _For Rumnrks
Disgpatched - Ioygat leyireticn. tonbing
Li¥%th 4 F 3 3 1 equipmcnt melfunction
453rd 4 4 4 4
389th’ Did not pertleipntc
44th 3 3 3 3
392nd 1 1 1 1
491st 3 2 3 3
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Tactical &palvels of Miission 6 bordl 1945

93rd 3 3 3 3
446th 3 3 3 3
448th 2 2 1 1l 1 oquipmont malfunction
458th 4 4 4 4
466th Did not perticipate
467th -2 2 -3 -2
30 30 28 28

(1) H2X porformance on this mission is considered satisfactory.
Malfunctions, which occurred, could net be romedied in the air.

11, Coments

a, There is no apperent reason for the diffcremce in length of time nec-
easary to asscmblc five Squedrons of thc 96th Comtot Virg and five Squadrons of
the 14th Combat Fiing, All Combet Ting Commending Officcrs must, for the sake of
opereting officicney, ondcevor to rcduce the tinc rcquired for csscmbly. '

By command of lMajor Gencral KEPIER:

FKALICIS i, GRISICLD
Brigadicr Generel USk
Chicf of Staff

OFFICIAL:

Ed r‘—’——- -,1
NAL bonv H Lo K
ROBERT H. TERLILL
Coloncl GSC
Dep C of S for Operations

Image courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©
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German Army Headquarters near Halle
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 23

Date: 08 Apr 45

Mission #: 270

Position #: 25

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO

Tail No: 42-51547

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+)

Acft Name: Un-named

Target Type: Flrth Blumenthal Me 262 Jet Aircraft Factory

Target City: Flrth, Germany Sent: 33 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

Davis Frank (nmi) Capt | 1st Pilot

McAnely Robert C 1st Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George (nmi) 2nd Lt | Navigator

Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Curran William ] 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator
Durant Merlin (nmi) T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard M S/Sgt | Radio Operator
Scourby James (nmi) S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Pajakowski Joe A S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner

SUNDAY, 8 APRIL 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

3 missions are flown.

Mission 932:
1,173 bombers and 794 fighters attack various targets in Germany; 9 bombers and 1 fighter are lost:

339 B-17s are dispatched to hit the Derben oil depot (31) and Schafstadt Airfield (73); secondary targets
hit are the Stendal marshalling yard workshops (73) and the marshalling yard at Halberstadt (218);
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Derben is hit visually and the others targets visually and with H2X radar; 4 B-17s are lost, 1 damaged
beyond repair and 55 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 5 WIA and 35 MIA. Escorting are 239 of 252 P-51s.

522 B-17s are dispatched to hit the marshalling yards at Plauen (86), Hof (101) and Eger (111) and an
ordnance depot at Grafenwohr (203); the attacks are made visually and with H2X radar; 5 B-17s are lost
and 58 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 1 WIA and 43 MIA. 235 of 246 P-51s escort.

302 B-24s are sent to hit the munitions depot at Bayreuth (51), the Blumenthal jet aircraft factory
at Flirth (89) and the Unterschlauersbach (57) and Roth (91) Airfields visually; 39 B-24s are damaged.
The escort is 245 P-47s and P-51s; 1 P-47 is lost (pilot MIA).

Mission 933:
11 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany during the night.

Mission 934:
12 B-24s bomb the Travemunde port area using PFF methods during the night.

Individual Mission Notes:

Twenty-SECOND Mission, Nurenberg, Germany
Gas load: 2700

Time : T7:45

TWENTY-SECOND MISSION,NURENBZRG.. GER.

April 8, 1945

We hit Nurenberg Germany today.
We had a visual target and the target
was an Air Field.

Our bombardier was really on the
ball. He really hit it. His bombs
were incendiary and they hit smack
on top of the lead sguadrons demo's..

The flak was moderate and we got
5 holes in our ship.

There were bandits in the area agaln
but they didn't hit our group. They got
hit yesterday and lost 2 more ships
from our felld. They shot down 3 jJets
and 9 Ke-109's. The gunner are really
on the ball. We have been commanded
by Gen. Arnold and the base officerse.

Personal note on mission #23
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Bomb Load:

- The Lead Squadron aircraft each carried 6x1,000 Ib. AN-M44 General Purpose bombs, the High
Right Squadron each carried 11x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and the Low Left
Squadron each carried 12x500 Ib. AN-M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs.

Tactical Mission Report:

-POSITION OVER THE TARGEY
8 APRIL 1945: FURTH

on

105. o

£
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gy L 65T ©

B2lJ=-FFF
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a2y -PrF
0 4
a2l
™3 8 a2l
L6y K
B2luI=PFF
M ¥
82l
55 [
B2
L |
e
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LEAD SQUADRONS
B2
506
L 824
896 o 59

HI-RITE S QUADRON?
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e LO-LEFT SQUADRON3

U
B2l el
27 Y ' 619 L
B2k B
%2 P W 985.'
™y 3 B2 B2

319 v 020 F

PNTV "HITIBNR 7DD

FROMS TIE @8/181AD  APRIL ~aS=
TO ¢ CG, 2D AIR DIVISION C(ATTNS A4S SECTION)

2ND COMBAT WING CATTHS SECTION
1NFO8 Coliar 8 CATTNS SECTION
CONFIDENTIAL AASTH BOMB GROUP P = 85 ~ E
ET

MULTIPLE ADDRESS

"LEAD “OMCARDIER®S AND NAVE S TELETYPE REPORT
2ND COMDAT VING, AASTH BOMB

DATE OF MISSIONS APRIL 8, 1945

OCJECTIVES FURTH, GERMANY

LDe Sle LEAD SOMCARDIER LTe HURD ¢ 26 - 1} )
LDe STe LEAD MICIEY OPERATOR MORRIS ¢ 49 4 1
LDe S2e¢ LEAD DRe NAVIGATOR BLAIR C 25 13 )

HI REGHT SQe LEAD COMSARDIER LT, MUSSER € 23 = 8
HI RIGHT SQe LEAD MICKEY- OPERATOR LIVINGSTONE ¢ 12 = 6 )
HI REGHT 5Qe LEAD DRe NAVIGATOR CONRAD ¢ 28 = 2 )

LOW LEFT SQe LEAD EOMEARDIER LT, HAMRICK ( - 12
LOU LEFT SCe LEAD MICKEY:OPERATOR CURRAN( 16 = 1
LQU- LEFT SQe LEAD DRe NAVIGATOR FREEMAN ( 22 - 1

Ae
4
4

B

[~ )
~
)
=
o o
Y

Be
HR RIGHT = LOW LEFT

A A
"E

v

v

1
B

.\\
(71 T
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Be

Ee

Fe

Ge

€13
&
(3)

‘1)
2’

‘3)
r‘)
‘3)
f"

Q) -
(1)
2)

(3

a)

3)

1§24
(8)
)

12) :
11)
123
13)

‘1)
(2)
13’
(4)
(3

‘7

PRIMARY ATTACKED.

-

'I.DGH.HR"IIU. 10

1D'=17 HR = 11 LL = 18

LEAD-SQUADRONS 5 X 1088 LB GP 1/18  1/128

NR SQUADRONs 11 X 588 LB GP 1/18  1/a8

LL SQDADRON: 12 ¥ M~17 IB

LEAD - MINIMOM HI RIGHT - MINIMUM LO LEFT = 58 FEET
LEAD SQUADRON ONE

PERSONEL ERROR

HONE

HoE,

CA) VISUAL

INDe ALTITUDES TREE ALTITUDES
W

LDe SQUADRONS 21162 20998

HRe SOUADRONS 21639 20558

L. SQUADROMNS 28522 19489

HAG, HEADINGS TRUE COURSES

LDe SAUADRONE 71 58 i

HRe SQUADRONS 65 55

Ll SQUADRONS T2 6S

LENGTH OF RUNs

LDe SCQUADRON: 6 MINUTES

HRe SJUADRONS 6 FIINUTES

LLe SQUADRON: & MINUTES ‘

LD - IJORDEN HR = HORDEN LL = NORDE

LD -~ OHE AND LIONE HR -~ ONE AND NONE I.L = ONE AND NONE
LD « C~1 HR » C=1 LL = Cei

LD - 1211 HR - 1212 LL ~ 1213

égi.lrg‘[;mﬂ CY ALL SQUADRONS BDBLDGe N@e 1  ILLISTRATION NOe 8

- -9
Jb

!73 168 168
57 55 66
387 J92 895

LD - NONE HR -~ NONE LL - HONE
1713 CLOUDS 20 IMILES VISIBILITY -
LD - HONE HR - HONE LL ~ NONE
LD - HONE HR = HONE LL - NOHE
FLA' AT DOILS AWAY

NONE

LD - HoE HR «~ NONE LL = HONE
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He ..
- 4$) LEAD « NONE
. LCU LEFT - NONE
HIGCH RIGHT ~ MNONE
(2) LEAD « GOOD
LOU LEFT - GOOD
HIGH RICHT « GOOD
(3) LEAD - NG
LOY LEFT - NO
_ HIGH RIGHT -« MO
{4) APPROX. GROUND SPEED AND DRIFT SUPPLIED BY D.R. NAVIGHTOR-
I. DOES lOT APPLY
Je HR LEADER HIT TY FLAK DEFORE BOI!BS RELEASED
"o TAVIGATION lIOTES:
TIiE COONDIMATES ALTITUDE COMMENTS
pg29 “lle 6 6220 15T TIME THRU BN. 6
1 MINUTE EARLY
084 “lle 6 6200 21D TIME THRU DBlle 6
2 MINUTES EARLY
3857 1/2 CePe ! 5242-0142 6002 6 1/2 MIlle LATE (BN. 2&)
g29°7 5233=-2238 6202 CUT C‘PII,'.EA. TO MAKE UP
o942 5122 1/2 =@325 120322 CePe 1
1 o4 S344=0416 12032 TePe 1
1135 49435=2912 1/2 21000 CellalePe
1153 %9 _.6-1938 21000 GRe IePe
1211 374 4928=1058 21099 TARGET (TeHe 866 DEG -
160 !PH
1218 4940 =~1 B4 18000 GeRePe
1238 4944-3911 18020 CePe NOo 4
1332 /2 5 .84=0415 199000 CePe %&5 - 11 MINUTES
1349 ' 2 5121=2315 9588 TePe 2
1423 1/2 523T7=0 144 2009 ENGLISH CSTe
1434 SASE 2000 BASE

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission.

Target Data:
© Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 - 1945 database, used with permission of Henry L. deZeng IV.

Furth-Industrie (GER)
(a.k.a. Furth-Hardhohe)
(49 28 55 N - 1057 30 E)
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General: factory airfield (Industriehafen) located 2 km WNW of Firth town center in Bavaria.

History: the airfield dates from 1919-20 when Gothaer Waggon-und Flugzeugdfabrik established an
aircraft manufacturing plant there. Gothaer was later renamed Bachmann, Blumenthal & Co. but
continued producing aircraft and components. During the war years, those components were for the Ju
87, Bf 110, and the Me 262, while overhaul and repair work was carried out on Bf 110s.

Dimensions: approx. 960 x 730 meters (1050 x 800 yards) with an oval shape.

Surface and Runway: extensive work was underway in late 1943 to improve the landing area around
the runway. Had one approx. 1190 meter (1300 yards) concrete runway aligned ESE/WNW that was
completed in Sep 43.

Infrastructure: factory assembly shop, offices, major components shop, transformer house, flight
hangar with a paved hangar apron, boiler house, metal treatment shops, machine shop, forge, stores,
and light machine shops formed a compact group at the E boundary. An additional group of stores huts
was off the N boundary. A special branch rail line served the factory buildings.

Dispersal: no organized dispersals.

Defenses: protected by 4 heavy Flak positions (three of them with 6 guns each) and 10 light Flak
positions.

Satellites and Decoys:
Fiirth-Veitsbronn (GER)
(4931 00 N-1054 15 E).
Dummy 5.7 km NW of Firth factory airfield, 4.5 km WNW of Firth airfield and 1.2 km NE of the
village of Veitsbronn. Mock-up included a group of stage-prop buildings simulating a factory
airfield with dummy aircraft parked nearby.

Remarks:

e 25 Feb 44: Furth aircraft components plant bombed by 172 B-24 Liberators. Post raid photos
showed extensive damage and destruction to the factory buildings along the E boundary of the
airfield.

e 10 Sep 44: 60 B-17s bombed the Firth aircraft components factory.

e 08 Apr 45: 89 B-24s bombed the Blumenthal factory airfield thereby rendering the airfield heavily
damaged, largely bombed out and no longer usable. (445 Bomb Group Mission #270 — 31
B-24s dropped 39x1,000 Ib. An-M44 General Purpose, 116x500 Ib. AN-M43 General
Purpose, and 112x500 Ib. AN-M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs).

Operational Units: none identified.

Station Commands: Flugplatzkdo. of Fl.H.Kdtr. A(o) 16/XII Furth (Apr-Jun 44); Flugplatzkdo. of
FI.H.Kdtr. A(o) 32/VII Fliirth (1944-45).

Station Units (on various dates — not complete): see under Flirth- Atzenhof airfield.
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Flrth Blumenthal Me 262 Jet Aircraft Factory
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 24

Date: 11 Apr 45
Mission #: 273

Position #: 25

Acft Type: B-24HSH-25 DT
Tail No: 42-51123

Call Letter: K-King (MK-K+)

Acft Name: Smelly Nelly

Target Type: | Amberg Railroad Marshalling Yards

Target City: Amberg, Germany Sent: 33 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

McAnelly Robert C 1st Lt | 1st Pilot

Davis Frank (nmi) Capt | Co-Pilot/Command Pilot
Freeman George N 2nd Lt | Navigator

Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Curran William ] 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator
Durant Merlin D T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard H S/Sgt | Radio Operator
Kaufmann Charles F S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Medlock Leslie I S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner

WEDNESDAY, 11 APRIL 1945

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):
2 missions are flown.

Mission 941:
1,303 bombers and 913 fighters are dispatched to hit a variety of targets in Germany; 1 B-17 is lost:

445 B-17s are sent to hit the Freiham oil depot (300) and Kraiburg munitions plant (133); secondary
targets hit are the munitions depot at Landshut (1) and the marshalling yard at Treuchtlingen (1); 1 B-
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17 is lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 15 damaged; 1 airman is WIA and 10 MIA. Escorting are 273
of 294 P-51s.

509 B-17s are sent to hit the munitions depot (28) and marshalling yard (82) at Landshut; the airfield
(131) and marshalling yard (79) at Ingolstadt; and the marshalling yards at Treuchtlingen (70) and
Donauworth (108); no losses or casualties. The escort is 281 of 294 P-51s.

346 B-24s are dispatched to hit Obertraubling Airfield (79), a munitions depot (31) and an oil depot
(80) at Regensburg, and the marshalling yards at Neumarkt (71) and Amberg (73); 2 B-24s are
damaged beyond repair and 5 damaged; 22 airmen are KIA. 211 P-47s and P-51s escort.

Mission 942:
9 B-24s drop leaflets in Germany during the night and 11 B-24s fly CARPETBAGGER missions in Denmark.
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Individual Mission Notes:

Twenty-Third Mission , Amberg, Ger.
Gas Load: 2700
Time::8:45

TWENTY-THIRD NISSION,AWBERG,GER.
April 11, 1945

We hit Amberg Germany today.
There wag no flak at the target and
no fighters..

I saw some flak but 1t was way
off to the left hitting another
group.. Cn our bomb run we flew over
Cz echoglovakia., This wgs my 23
mission so I only have 7 more Lo Z0.
I got asome propaganda that they
threw down on the Jerry.

Personal note on mission #24
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 6x1,000 Ib. AN-M44 General Purpose bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:
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PNT V KHI TIB NR 5/41 DD

FROM: TIB 11/2106E APR. 45
To ¢ (1) 2AD
(2) 2cw
INFO$ (3) COMAF 8
CONFIDENTIAL 445BG P-114-F

MULTIPLE ADDRESS

eSS .-

LEAD BOI‘IBARDIERS AND NAVIGATOR'* TELETYPE REPORT

2ND COMEAT WING 445TE GROUP

- - - - - - - -

DATE OF MISSIOM: 11 APRIL 1545,
OBJECTIVE: AMBERG, GERMANY

LD. SQ. LEAD BOMBARDIER: LT. SPRAGUE (23-15)
LD. SQ. LEAD MICKEY OPERATOR: LT. SPEISEL (17-14)
LD. SQ. LEAD DR. NAVIGATOR: LT« SCHNITZER (23-8)
H1 RIGHT SQe. LEAD BOMBARDIER: LT. MITCHEL (27-13)
SQe LEAD MICKEY OPERATOR: LT. KEEN (18-14)
SQ. LEAD DRe NAVIGATOR: LT. JACOBS (15-0)
L0 LEFT SQ. LEAD BOMBARDIER: LT. HAMRICK (22-12)
SQ. LEAD MICKEY OPERATOR: LT. CURRAN (1&-13)
SQ. LEAD DR. NAVIGATOR: LT. FREEMAN (23-%)

A. (1) LEAD
(2) YES

B. (1) SQUADRONS
(2) LEAD = HI RIGHT = LO LEFT
(3) XXX

C. (1) PRIMARY ATTACKED
(2) X X X
(3) LD - 11 HR - 11 LL - 13 . -

D (1) LD = 11 KR = {1 LL - 11
(2) 5 X 1000 GP .1/10 1/40
5 X 1000 GP 1/10 1/40
5 X 1600 GP 1/10 1/40
(3) MINIMUM, ELECTRIC SALVO PLUS R.B.R.

C4) LEAD SQUADRONS O HR SQUADRONI O LI SOUADRONI O
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Do (1) LD - 11 HR - 14 LL - 11
(2) 5 X 1000 GP 1/1C  1/40
5 X 1000 GP 1/10 1/40
5 X 1C00 GP 1/10 1/40
(3) MINIMUM, ELECTRIC SALVO PLUS R.B.Re.
(4) LEAD SQUADRON: O HR SQUADRONS O LL SQUADRONS O

(5) X XX
(6) x X X
E« (LDXXX
(2) XXX
Fo (1) (A) VISUAL
(2) IND« ALTITUDE: TRUE ALTITUDES
LD+ SQUADRON3 15000 162350
HR. SQUADRON: 15500 18750
LL. SQUADRON: 18500 17700
Q(3) MAG. HBADING TRUE COURSE:
LD« SQUADRONS 299 301
HRe SQUADRON3 299 301
LL. SQUADRON: 294 251

(4) LENGTH OF RUN:
LD. SQUADRON: 8 MINUTES
HR. SQUADRON: & MINUTES
LL. SQUADRONZ 5 MINUTES
(5) LD - NORDEN HR - NORDEN LL - SPERRY )
(6) LD - ONE AND NONE HR = ONE AND NONE LL = ONE AND NONE
(7) LD - C-1 HR -C-L LL - A-5
(8) LD - 1347 HR - 1347 PLUS LL - 1348
(5) NORTHERN CHOKE POINT OF M/Y = AMBERG GERMANY

10) X X X

11) 212 200 195
12) 33 38 40
13) 225 250 285

Ge (1) LD - NOWE HR = C-1 FUNCTIOMED INPROPERLY
LL = TELESCOPE MOTOR STUCK

(2) 1716 CLOuDS 1C MILE VISIBILITY

(3) LD - NONE HR - NOME LL - NONE

C(4) LD - NONE HR - NONE LL - NONE

(5) NONE

(§) NONE

(7) LD - GROUND HAZE HR = NONE LL = NONE

He (1) LD = NONE ER = NONE LL = NONE
(2) LD - GOOD HR = SET OUT LL - SET OUuT
(3) LD - GAVE APPROX. COURSE AND RANGE HR = NO LL = NO
(4) LOW LEFT AND HIGH RIGHT SETS OUT PRESUMABLY DUE TO A BLOWN
INTERNAL FUZE.

I. DOES NOT APPLY.
Je LEAD SQUADRON BROTHERED BY HAZE. HI RIGHT SQUADRON HAD C-1

WORKING IMPROPERLY ON TURNSe LO LEFT SQUADRON RATE MOTOR
STUCKs TARGET MATERIAL INADEQUATE -~ DATA ON TELETYPE INSUFFICIENS
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dJde LEAD SQUADRON BROTHERED BY HAZE. HI RIGHT SQUADRON HAD C-1
WORKING IMPROPERLY ON TURNSe. LO LEFT SQUADRON RATE MOTOR
STUCK. TARGET MATERIAL INADEQUATE - DATA ON TELETYPE INSUFFICIENG

TIME PLACE ALTITUDE RENMARK S
1 1113 12 BU C-15 4000
1124 BU C-15 4000 1 MIN EARLY
1140 BU C-17 4000 2 MIN LATE
1145 5053-0600 4000 DeAdlL,
1226 t/2 5001-C75% 11000 CePe 3
1252 4945=-0954 15000
132¢ 172 45458=-1235 15000
1324 4938-1246 15000 CVIF
2) 1334 4911-1229 15000 GP. I.P.
1347 4927-1150 15000 PRIMARY TARGET
TeHe 295 IAS 160
3) 1354 4947-1142 13200 RALLY PT.
1419 4943-1002 135000
1452 5001-0303 11000 C.P. &
1537 5047-0528 6000
1612 5120-9312 6000 CONTINENTAL COAST
1849 5237-0145 3000 ENGLISH COAST
1700 BASE 1000

4) FIGHTZRS WERE DUE AT FIGHTER RENDEZVOUS S MINUTES AFTER FIRST
AIRCRAFT WAS BRIEFED TO BE THERE.

~-<=JONES==-~-
BT 11/2106B APR 45 _ _ o
AS

EVE AR

mr R .‘.IIIIASIEO?“OB LAK AR

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission
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Amberg Railroad Marshalling Yard
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 25

Date: 16 Apr 45
Mission #: 276

Position #: 25

Acft Type: B-24HSH-25 DT
Tail No: 42-51123

Call Letter: K-King (MK-K+)

Acft Name: Smelly Nelly

Target Type: Landshut Railroad Marshalling Yard

Target City: Landshut, Germany Sent: 33 Lost: O
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

McAnelly Robert C 1st Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George N 2nd Lt | Navigator

Pohner William H 2nd Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Curran William ] 2nd Lt | Radar Navigator
Durant Merlin D T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard H T/Sgt | Radio Operator
Kaufmann Charles F S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Rausch Karl H S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner

MONDAY, 16 APRIL 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

3 missions are flown.
Mission 954:

In the afternoon, 1,252 bombers and 913 fighters are dispatched to attack rail targets in Germany; they
claim 727-0-373 Luftwaffe aircraft; 1 B-24 and 31 fighters are lost.
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273 of 306 B-24s bomb the marshalling yard at Landshut; 1 B-24 is lost, 2 damaged beyond
repair and 8 damaged; 7 airmen are MIA. Escorting are 299 P-47s and P-51s; they claim 228-0-109
aircraft on the ground; 1 P-47 and 16 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).

454 B-17s are sent to hit the marshalling yard (148), East rail bridge (72) and West rail bridge (74) at
Regensburg, the Platting marshalling yard (77) and rail bridge at Straubing (76); 2 B-17s are damaged.
The escort is 240 of 262 P-51s; they claim 2-0-0 aircraft in the air and 86-0-66 on the ground; 3 P-51s
are lost (pilots MIA).

286 of 298 P-51s fly a freelance mission in support of the bombers attacking 40+ landing grounds in
Germany and Czechoslovakia; they claim 1-0-1 aircraft in the air and 410-0-198 on the ground; 9 P-51s
are lost (pilots MIA).

19 of 22 P-51s fly a scouting mission.

16 P-51s escort 10 F-5s on photo reconnaissance missions over Germany; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).
Mission 955:

During the morning, 485 of 489 B-17s bomb the tank ditch defense line at Pointe de Grave on the S side
of the Gironde estuary in the Bordeaux area in support of the ground assault in that area; 14 B-17s are

damaged.

Mission 956:
During the night, 11 of 12 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany.
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Individual Mission Notes:

Twenty-Fourth Mission, Landshut Germany
Gas load : 2700

Time : $:10

TWENTY-FOURTH MISSION, LANDSHUT,GERMANY

April 16, 1945

We hit Landshut Germany. It
was near Munich. There was very
little flak and rockets. A couple

groups got out of bomber stream gnd
they lost two ships..

There were reported bandits but
the fishters drove them off before
they got into us.

They were Jjets, this area of
Germany 1s known as the home of
the Jetty..

Personal note on mission #25
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:
- Each aircraft carried 12x500 Ib. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:

SLJECT: Tactical Lnelysis of liission 16 Lpril 1945 - F, C. 659, -
0 t Commarding Ganci'als, 411 Cembet Yiings, This Divisicn, (PO 558,
This infornetion is subnitted for your considereticn end a'wv setion you deem

3cegsery. The deductiens enl romerks mede belc are the resvlic of the study of
ission roports and informetion obteiner? frem Ceomtat Yiirgs end Groups,

) EFTL.CTIVE
+TILE_ORDER AST PRIORITY 2LD PRIORITY SORTIES SCARTIES
Y
:h CE.i (9 Sqdns)  Trounstein (Vis,) Rosenhr im 1/Y (Vis.) 93 88
Jth ¢Hi (6 Sqdns) % 6 " n " 54, 51
nd CBY (6 Scdns) Rosonhein it/Y " Traunstoin " 64 62
«th CHI (9 S3dns) " noom " n -2 12
2LD 306 273
3rd Pricrity = «ll Fercus =~ Lendshut /Y - HzX
1. Takeeff ard . sscmbly
&, Tincs
Combay  Elrst dstusl  Lssonbly Bgdofed Tine  Lssembly
dirg ckeail £3viados Fex OP Tine
95ih 09, 8,000 13122 1:39
20th 09:9 8,020 1124 1:25
2nd 10i0 8,000 1135 1:25
. 14th €955 9,000 1115 1:20

be Takcoffs wore vithout ineident.

€. A4sscntlics verce good - units departed from 14 minutes crrly to 3 min-
‘tes late - ell were visucsl,

2. Navigation = Poretraticn

e, Lnrndfell et thc French ccast ~es mode os briefcd, The Division column
8 trelve mimites in longth rt this point,

b. 411 units fle~ the beicfed route up te ten degrous urst, They werc
otified by the werther scouting force thet pricrity 1 tergets erc ccvercd by
roken clouds and vere advised te preceed to the pricrity 3 tnrgct nt Lendshut,
his advice vies folicued and units turncd cntc the rcute e the rrierity 3 torget.

c¢. The IP was nrde goed by 21l Greups rnd tomb runs srere nnde con the
riefod herdings. The 372rd Group overshot the IP by six nilcs nnd the tomberdicr
riled to pick up thc 'PI on the first run., 4 360 degrece turn urs ucde to the left
nd a second run accomplishcd,

3. BOﬂbizw anal y §i g

8. 411 units 'hich performed sighting cperetions boubed the third pricri- -
.arget, Lendshut 1/Y, ilost bembing was done visually -rith H2X assistenee. Clcud
over during the attack veried frem cne to five tenths. is the rttrcks progressced,
adts had increcsing difficulty with bond snqkc.

b. This tergot hrd been bented & fev drys tefere end wns kne'n te bo ine
perative vhen essignod by Eighth Lir Force., Econmbardicrs sclected LPI's end did
.oor to excellont damrge to the reneinirg facilities.
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} c. In the 458th Grdué,—thbra ves interference betreen the 2nd and 3rd
idcrong on the run, However, these Squadrons got 60% and 100% respectively of"
«ar pottorns within 2000 feet of thoir MPI's.

‘ .d, The Led and High Right Squadrons of the’ 44th Group hod interfercnce
iAth B-17's .end abendoncd the tomt run. Both urits jottisoned by individucl &4/C
.n open aress approximately ten miles north of sugsburg. :

-+ @ . The. attack was gonerally successful es fer ss borbing recuracy is
cneerned,

4o Pavizyilon .. Wihdravel
ts Rellios vere made good end ne troubie -.'.'t:s'encountcrcd by the 2nd, 96th

% 14th Combat Viirgs, Tho 392rd Group, sfter mekirg o sceond run on the target,
1% short its rally point tc rejoin the rost of the Viing.

H]

(1) Tho 20th Combat “ing made goor 1ts rally point, .t this tine
10 navigator called the pilet and gave hin a nevi herding, The pilct did net fly
iis heading and ns a rcsult, ihe ling flew over wugsturg end one i/C vas lost to
irk. The command pilot wes *unod in on WHF and did not hear thc discussion be-

ucen pilat and nevigatcr, This yes defiritzly pilet crror end o decided lack of
xan viork.

be The roitc from fally to tho corst cut wrs flo'm generally as briefed.
~assing ont, thc Davision-column wns tiventy-ona mirvtcs long.

5. Fightcr Su et
n; On this miésion five Greups frem the 65th Fighter Ilinz supportcd 2LD
‘mbers, Four Fighter Groups gave close supncrt to the four Cenbat Vings in the
vlloring orders 36lst on the 96th Conmbat 'iing, 355th on the 2Cth Combet Wing,
th on the 2nd Combat “iing, and thc 56th cn thc 14th Combet Ving. The cther Fight-

= Group gavo eroe supnert, swcoping five to ter mimutes sheed of the Benters, The
“ghtcrs escorted threugh the terget ercs and upen vithdrewal,

6. Encny heticr Encountcred

8+ Thorc wcs nc cnemy eircraft reacticn,

bs Flek et tho torget wes ril - rceglr te horvy end cceurate ot Lugshurg,
7. Losses

ae Orc eircraft, 44Fth Greup - Hit by anti-eireraft ncar {ugsturz,
8. Scouting Forco

2, Flen - Ne cperatiencl difficvlcies tere enticipntcd, so only one ferece

°8 celled for, Targst worther was to be reported at TOT mimus thirty-five mimutcs

1 order to cnable units to ottock the H2X targct by & mcre direet rcuté if the
sher tergets vere clcud ecovered,

b. Executicn - as plenned - Conmbat ¥filrgs reported rcceiving gocd informa-
-on. The Secouting Force repcrted pecr comunicetions,

9+ Screening Force

a. Targets verc flrk free ond no Screening Foree wrs necossary,
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actis~l hralysis of lission 1€ .pril 1945 - ¥, O, 659
10. Rager
a., H2X Lnalysis

o b/S L/ Over CK For OK For  Remerks
Dispatched Targe:  lMgvigation Ecmbing

‘10th
45th
+Ath
F2nd

ist

1 equirnent malfuncticn
1 cquipnent malfuncticn

«7rd
&t
+Sth

1 unkrovr.

.533th
,

57th 1 lancded avey

~J¢:u~b- W WW e
Jovmes LWNN wWw e

51 WWN NN N
ﬁkmb WWN A~

(i) H2X performance on this miscicn is ccns’dored sntisfrctory.
quipment malfaastions cculd net be remedied by the opcraters whilc in the air,

By command of Major Gencral KEPNER:

FR.ICIS E, GRISVOLD
Brigndicr Goneral Usi
Chicf of Steff

TFICIAL:

) -

':\L/[." “ J(‘U,(:..
RCEILT H. TERZILL
Coloncl GsC

'op C of S for Cperaticns

Incls
Inel 1 - Tierther Surmery

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

Losses:
- There were no losses on this mission.
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453 Group dropping on Landshut Railroad Marshalling Yards
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Indv Msn #: 26

Date: 25 Apr 45

Mission #: 280

Position #: 25

Acft Type: B-24HSH-25 DT

Tail No: 42-51123

Call Letter: K-King (MK-K+)

Acft Name: Smelly Nelly

Target Type: Salzburg Railroad Marshalling Yard

Target City: Salzburg, Austria Sent: 19 Lost: 0
Name First Name MI Succ | Rank | Position

McAnelly Robert C 1st Lt | 1st Pilot

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt | Co-Pilot

Freeman George N 1st Lt | Navigator

Pohner William H 1st Lt | Pilotage Navigator
Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt | Bombardier

Curran William ] 1st Lt | Radar Navigator
Durant Merlin D T/Sgt | Engineer

Cobb Richard H T/Sgt | Radio Operator
Kaufmann Charles F S/Sgt | Left Waist Gunner
Rausch Karl H S/Sgt | Right Waist Gunner
Yagley Anthony J Jr | S/Sgt | Tail Turret Gunner
Franz Anthony R S/Sgt | Top Turret Gunner

WEDNESDAY, 25 APRIL 1945
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force):

2 missions are flown.

Mission 968:

589 bombers and 486 fighters fly the final heavy bomber mission against an industrial
target, airfields and rail targets in SE Germany and Czechoslovakia; they claim 1-1-0 Luftwaffe

aircraft (including an Ar 234 jet); 6 bombers and 1 fighter are lost:
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307 B-17s are sent to hit the airfield (78) and Skokda armament works at Pilsen, Czechoslovakia; 6 B-
17s are lost, 4 damaged beyond repair and 180 damaged; 8 airmen are WIA and 42 MIA. Escorting are
188 of 206 P-51s.

282 B-24s are sent to hit marshalling yards at Salzburg (109), Bad Reichenhall (56) and Hallein
(57) and electrical transformers at Traunstein (56); 20 B-24s are damaged; 1 airman is WIA. The escort
is 203 of 216 P-51s; they claim 1-0-0 aircraft in the air.

Mission 969:
During the night of 25/26 Apr, 11 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany.

12 B-24s and 1 A-26 are dispatched on CARPETBAGGER missions to Norway; 7 aircraft complete the
mission.

Individual Mission Notes:

Twenty~Fifth Mission, Salzberg, Ger.

Z&as Load: 2700
Time : 8:15

TWENTY-FIFTH MISSION, SALZBURG; AUSTRIA
April 25, 1945

We hit Salzberg Austria. We hit
- an excellant and really clobbered the
target. It was a marshalling yard,.
and thls was the first time it was hit
in this war.

The flak was moderate but inaccurate
They were reported fighters in the ares
but they did hit the bomber stream..

We didn't lose any shipe. They also
had a lot of rockets.

Personal note on mission #26
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Bomb Load:

- Each aircraft carried 20x250 Ib. AN-M57 General Purpose bombs and 4x500 |b. AN-M17 Aimable
Incendiary Cluster bombs.
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Tactical Mission Report:

SUBJ.CT: Tacticsl .aelysis of lidssion 25 ipril 1945 - #. O. 666.

70 : Co. aoding Geaerals, wll Coubat .i.gs, This Division, .»0 550,

':i.‘his inforetion is subnitted for your consideration end agy action you
deem necesscry. The deductions and receris made below ere the results of the
study of wissivn reports and inform:tion obtained froa Combai .ings aad Groups.

. . B BCTIVIs

Be L., ORDSR 187 FRICRITY 2D IRIUALTY SORTLSS SORTLES
96th CB. (6 Sgdns; Trcunsteiua (Vis.) sclzourg 1/7 (Ci2X, Sl 8o

g " (5 aqdnsA Bod Reicienhcll (Vis. n @ ® :
Mth v.ﬂ.u ) .';‘qclus; " " k] " [ B ol 79

o (o Sqdns; Hellein (Vis.) u # a
20tk Coi (u Sqdns, Salzourg ! " LI 72 7.
2nu Coh.. U‘_ quﬂs, L] L] v a W 36 36

. 2.0 270 265

1. Tokeolfl, ..sseubly, £0d Dab

0. Tuleofls were nomual. Croup o.a wo.bot Jiay csseuvlies were Troo
good to very jood. .ll uuits were on course on ti.e canu £t tihe uvriefed altitude
ot the DulL.

Combet  sdrst sctucl  isseubly mde.'ed. wine  wiseably
wiilg Tokeoft wdtitudes For Ji 1 Tiue
96th 045 6, 000 0726 1:43 .
Lt 0350 5, 0C u731 1:41
20thn 0545 6,000 9735 1:50
2nd 0615 6, 00v U730 1;23

2. Hevigction - reanetritioun

a, Loadi'edl in ot the sue.y coast wLs ver) sood - wvigctors were oid-
od b7 visucl coaditions - the Jivisica colu:n uls ...ielve.-.zlm-.tes long £t this
poin e

.uivs were lyin; poor .iug lor—
croudiuug, «ad g-iag ewnroute.

b. The route ia to the I w.s fcir.
actions ot :.:L.es, resultia ia over-ruaciag,
weather vas viswo l wita 1/1C lov cioud.

c. .encuver ot the IL's il 3 noitacl.
de soub ru.s were .cde viswllr cad vere jooa to excelleut.
S  sOwbing Lnilys.s

targets ¢t
wiere ovtained

£a  Upiis of 20 .ir Jivisiou .::o..mcc. visue.lly lst prdosrdit -
.‘;c.lzuurg, ircunstein, bed lwicheabell waod Hellein.  uvoou zusulis
Ly w03t uaits. .

b. There is still eviucace or POOr spaciag on ocn.u runs. 7The lecd
bmdron 0i’ the 467th Grouy rx.t»orteu &/C of 3ri Bgliaroa oi the L6oth Group ol-
nost underneath ¢t bLoubs awiy. Doubs vere ivlecseu together wia individucl
baiib ,lots Wwere uanobtiiunble; huwwever, resuits vers foir to joud.

rejortes o .alluaction of the

L. . rhe leca a._,_u...dmu oi’ the L5uth Grouy.
eq indices

ban.bs:.bht Tri zer, . doubs were relucsed wf'ter toe relosse poiat i
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Tactical asnulysis of hi.ssion 25 spril 12.1.@

were ten degrees apart. Seveaty per cent of the boubs fell within 2000 feet of
MPI. The hilly terruin saved the 1 PI assigned to 3rd Squudron of tho 453th
Group from destruction. . nomal sighting operation could not be mode beczuse
of a mountzin just prior to the turget.

c. The lead Squeadron of the 491lst Group wes troubled with bomb smoke
until the last sixty seconds of the run; one hundred per cent of the bowmbs wore
Within 2000 fcet; however, the pattern was in open area left of the terget and
results were poor. Offset aiming might have becn used had there been sui'ficient
turget material; however, identification of Bad Reichenhall was made from a
Geodcticul Survey liap. The IR Squadron oxperienced an RBR melfunction and had
to sulvo - a loose, stringy pattern resulted.

(1) The iR 3quedron of the 392nd Group, bonmbing the 1/Y at Hallein,
expericnced & C-1 malfunction and boubud off the lead wquadron; lack of time pre-
vented further corrections, Zombs felli right of the tirget.

d., The lowv Squadron of the 4LIth Group was over-run by the Il of the
LiuSth, .n effort wos mede to clear; uowever, in so doing, it left the bomb run
end fuiled to get squared cwoy in time for a synchionized rua, This Squedron
scorced & gross error, .

e, The 2nd Conb: t wing wes composed of ouly four squedrons. The over—
all results of this .ing werc vory good. The L. Squudroa, 3C9th Group, hud to
choose another 1L due to boub smolie - dinzge results werc very good.

4e Navigetion = Withdrawel

a, kallies werc normal cnd effccted in good order,

b, The route out wus feir., Iuwneuictely aftur the rally point, the
1,th Coubat .iing cut the briefed route suort cud encounturcd lipnt flek. Units
remained within ten wiles of course upon withdiiwel.

c. Lendfull out wes very good and meds visuelly., The Division colunn
was tuenty-tuo mioutes long due to tae differcnce in targets.

5. iighter Support

a, 2:D Bombers hed four Mighter Groups us close support wnd one fight-
er Group giving areu sugport. sighter supgort wis cssigued ws follous: L79th
4 and B on 96th Jiag, 56th » wod 3 on lth Jiang, 355th 4 end 3B on 20th wing, and
the 361st .. cad B on 20d wing. The 4th Jightor Group wus giviug erea support.
Before takeoff, the 56th and the 36lst Groups cilled iewdquerters, =Zighth sir
Force and anoounced that they would be unable to toke off becouse of weather,
Headquartcers, Eighth .ir Force assigaed the 354th Pightur Group of the 67th .Jing
to escort the 1l4th .ing and 357th Fighter Group of the 66th .iag to escort the
2nd Ving. Fighter Groups escortud tnrough the torgets and upon withdrawel.

6. Lnoemy ..ction incountered

a. There wos no enusy aircraft recouction.

b. ek at od Reichenhell wes nil to uewger, incccurcte - ot Sulz-
burg, zecger to modercte, fairly weeurate - nil ot Trcunstein cad Hollein.

7. Losses
2. Therc viere no losses.
8. Scouting Force

a. Planaing - & noemaal foreu ruportiug we: ther tuunty minutcs before
tarpet tiue,
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Tacticcl Lnelysis of ifiscion 25 april 1945

by Bxecution - Ilorual reporting w.s in offcct - wecther wes C.VU,

9. Scrcenir:g;_x‘orce
Gs o Screening Force was plaaned us torgets were not hecvily flak
defended,
10, Redor
e HZX nnalysis
Group 4/C #/C Over OK for OK For  Remarks
Dispatched Target Navigation  Bombing
383th 3 3 3 3 )
L45th 3 .3 1 1 2 equimnent mclfunctions
Lith L I 3 3 1 equipment mzlfunction
392and 3 3 3 3
491st L I 3 3 1 equipmcat malfunction
93rd 3 3 2 2 1 equijpueat malfunction
4,6th 4 4 3 3 1 equimment mclfunction
L4Sth 4 4 4 L
458th 5 5 4 3 2 equipment molfunctions
466th 4 L 4 4
L67th L b L &
1 LI 3L 33

(1) H2X performiace on this mission is considered unsutisfactory.
By commond of iicjor Senercl KoriiR:
FRuuiCIo H. GRIS..OLD

Brigadier Generul USi
Chief of 3tuff

Losses:

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency ©

- There were no losses on this mission
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Salzburg Railroad Marshalling Yard
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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The following images are extracts from the copies of official military records obtained from the
National Archives and Records Administration. The pencil notations on the images were placed
there to indicate the radio call letter for the aircraft if not shown in the original list. The number
shown was the formation position number for the aircraft. That indicated the aircraft’s position
in the formation when they assembled.

You will see the names of the crew members in their assigned position. Often the gunners would
change positions with one another in flight. An example would be if a person were assigned to
fly in the ball turret, he could swap positions with another gunner. More often than not they
would fly in a position where they were the most comfortable.

You will notice the format for the load lists changed over the course of the war. Early on they
only listed names and positions, no rank indicated. "W Gun” indicated waist gun positions. The
Left Waist Gunner position comes first, followed by the Right Waist Gunner. "B Gun” indicates
the Ball Turret Gunner and “T Gun” indicates the Tail Turret Gunner. Later on it was decided
that not every plane flew with a bombardier as the formations would drop on the lead aircraft.
The bombardier was replaced with a Nose Turret Gunner who would actually toggle the bomb
release when he saw the lead plane drop. Some load lists included the serial numbers for the
crew members.
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- 7018T SHUADRON
SHTP # T23-K -
g R 5
P AMoinelly, Bobert C. 1st Lb.
. CP_Milo, Chether ~ 2nd Lt.
N “.Freéman, George N. 1st Lt
NT Pohner, William H. lst Lt.
B -Hamrick, Harold T, 1st L,
- H2X .00rren, William J. 1st Lt.
- E  Durant, Merlin D. T/Szt,
RO Cobdb, Richeard M. T/Sgt,
W& Kaufmann, Charles F. S/Sgt.
WG  Rausch, Karl H. S/S8gt.
P& Yagley, Anthony J. s/8gt.
T TFranz, Anthony R. . 8/5gt.

Mission #1 — 27 Nov 44 — Offenburg, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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mmss, Be E. 517, 246 13,
CPuia e g iy,
| LupHER, u'"m o e
HBMNTOR, M Yo ABTAT.
OURMIT, M Bs . B/8eT,
" POSNER; A Ay i gem.
" coBa, By it . i 86T,
‘: m.stm, F. As ’_ : ;'_'se}u 2
U YABLEYy R dv BT,

T osiwon, Te 8y | ,' 8T,

P
()

Mission #2 — 30 Nov 44 — Homburg, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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R mg”. hn ‘
" tremlt, 8« :.

VonANN, P, 8.
N EVANS, R, O
T s

Mission #3 — 04 Dec 44 — Bebra, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©

According to the personal log of S/Sgt Anthony Yagley, he flew as an extra gunner on Lt. Hill's
crew on the 04 Dec 44 mission to Bebra.
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*Mtg Aaws . BOY.

Mission #4 — 05 Dec 44 - Minster, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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QQ—%&%&—%‘“%EW |
' o Lro ’

pp ity
2D LTs
e

AsT LTy
T

T/88T.
L
b SN Y B vt

b i TﬂGLﬁY. be s ' 36T,

Mission #5 — 10 Dec 44 — Bingen, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Mission #6 — 11 Dec 44 — Hanau, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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M.iﬂ' w, dﬁﬂ%w To .%’?w
B ﬁcvmarcfa, o ;«: E« . L 48T ©F

R BALLASHA amea e. T ser
"}“39%» ﬂfﬂrz&m e '_ o sep

T ?ﬁ@“wwv dis o e

Mission #7 — 24 Dec 44 - Bitburg/Mayan/Pelm, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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k¢ }he L
_ e 3 hls-._ ﬂTE? _USHIRP

2y ﬁ%h‘iﬁg ;{%ﬁﬁ@ E» /f ORND T

G | um, mss?aa SO awaare
w}aasa,,mam ai,. e ---'-‘_._‘-sjaz;_ .
SCHUUARER, JROK Ja. ST LT.
ARKRI 0K,  HARGLD Te 18T LT,
/DURANT ;- mmm By =i T8t
:"i_"rasw.smaﬂg mas:m* L. 7
| i : G’QEB;} R'Qﬁﬁm i'ﬂq . ‘ ﬁxﬁm; :
"3;.?;55?.?*3,.?&5‘ FE. S "; ' '-_;'sfsn LY

. I

T YAGLEY, ANTHCNY JopulRe  $/8GTs

Mission #8 — 29 Dec 44 — Zilpich, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Mission #9 — 02 Jan 45 - Kéblenz, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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¥ LMY* HAN!' '
et ’mﬁ' ﬁ‘ﬂ;&i 1
8 HauRl r..;-f  §

¢ 1 wmmef' Cu

RO COER, RIGAM o r
@ sAuson /RaBL o, 8/%6y
B BAUF N, CHARLES Fo  8/8GT

T YAGLEN, ANTHONY Jepdfle  8/507

Mission #10 — 28 Jan 45 — Kaisersthul, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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w fr
ALRCRAFT Gl (IOa)f\~, ,
N, Qé.vc‘

Pv;E;;IS FnAun4““j:,a**'1sr LT

CRZuILGoS, JASES A 15T L7
L

(NWCURRAN, GILLIAY o 2N LT
R /FELEWAN, GEORGE n.ﬁﬁﬂwfnt L7

CHNER, WILLIAY H, ¥ onp (7.

a MABRICK, HARULD el T
s:aant wL:Lx“ Ue “ T/SGT.
OJL)’ R.LHARD £-‘! M S/SLTQ
wq BAUSCH, KABL H. ... 8/88T.

%0 KADF'&ZAM. CHARLES Fo S/SGT.
TG YAGLLY, ANTH\;NY Je S;SGT.

- XG FRANZ, ANTHONY #, 8/5GT

Mission #11 — 25 Feb 45 — Giebelstadt, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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700 27 FEB, M\ 851 ¢
DAVES, FRANK \,3 7
WiLO, CHESTER

NX  CUlRAN, WILLIAN J.
FREEWAR, GEORGE Y«

NP POMMER, WILLIA. Ha
HARRICK, HARQLD T,
DURANT, MEBLIE (o
COin, RICHARD e
RAUSCH, KARL Ha
KAUFGANR, CHARLES Fo

g,

YAGLEY, ANTHORY Jo

Mission #12 — 27 Feb 45 — Halle, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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4
R 851-C (700)WLS :
P UAVIES, FRANK AST LTS
CP MILO, CHESTER 2KD LT,
N FREEMAN, GEORGE'N. 2ND LT.
NP PGHNER, WILLIAM H, 2ND LT,
- NX CURRAN, MILLIAM J, 2ND LT.
B HAMRICK, HMAROLD T. 18T LT,
EV DURANT, MERLIN Do  T/SGT.
RO CO88B, RICHARD 4, S/SGT.
WGVCAUFMANN, GHARLES F¢S/8CT,
WG RAUSCH, KARL H. A S/8GT.
TGVYAGLEY, ANTHONY Ji s/ser.-
XGUFRANZ, ANTHONY R. / S/SGT.

Mission #13 — 28 Feb 45 — Arnsberg, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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7 wurci, LY4D.

B Lavig, X, /3 15t b,

gy silo, U. Znd Lt,
1ll'lr krbmlcﬁﬁj G l"*p‘ zﬁﬁ -L‘t'r
Hgh  Gurren, ‘ﬂa_v.T end Lo,
NT .t‘cnm:;r, U,H, | 2nd bLtb.
3 Hamriek, H,T. lat Lt
) Durent, “.b. Ti’fﬂn“t.
B b{}h;}, Lhg i, n T
(e Hﬂi_gﬁufj }": .LxL,»..).L. i--f ‘--"mt a
wG Agufus IL'*}., _E-‘ & h," il "Gn
e .{;r»_z_am iy io, -‘/"‘-’ Ts
&G Pranz, ChUH, 56

Mission #14 — 07 Mar 45 — Soest, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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~7018% SQ 11 Marceh LADATE 5?4,7_-;-3 SHIP
P Dayis, T. st Lg.
CP  'Milo, O . ;zna-'L';,
N - Freemen, G.N,  ng Ly,
B Hemriny) LT, 1st Lt
E ' Durent, ¥,D, ©  T/Sgb.
R Cobb, R, - 5/Bgb.
¥  Rausoh, K., 3/Sgte
i Kau:fﬁﬁlm, O, 7, E/Set,
T? Franz, LK, S/S@.ﬁa
T Yagley, A9, S/t
N? Pohner, W,IH, 2nd L,
H2X Curran, W.J, znd Ly,

Mission #15 — 11 Mar 45 -
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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-.{018T s5Q18 Mar.h5 DATE 851-Gy p-
P Davis, F. W™ 5 (st Lt.

CP Milo, C. w#™ 2nd Lt.
N Freeman, G.N. "“"ﬂ“ 2nd Lt.

s  Hamrick, H.T. > 1st Lt.

E Durant, M.D. T/Sgt.
R Cobb, R.M. T/Set.
¥ Volk, A.L. S/ Sgt.
¥ - Bergstrand, R.H. S/5gt.
TB  Franz, A.R. - hS/-Sgt.
T  Yagley, A.d. S/Sgt.

Hzx curl’an [ Iv. J-. ' """-’*-u.wmc:“"’znd Lt -

Mission #16 — 18 Mar 45 — Henningsdorf, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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SHIP # 547-B ,), G
P Davis, IF.,/gsaw- 1st Lt

CP. . Milo, 6. 7 ~2nd L.
N Treeman G.N, " " 2nda‘Lt.
T

B Hemrick, H.T.®ae slst Lt

'H2X Curran, W. J wandi Lt

NT  Pohner, W.,h, s - 2nd Lt.
E Durant M. D’” T/Sgt.
RO  Cobb, R.M. iy GTY/ Set.

WG  Kaufmann, C.F. S/ugt '
WG . Rausch, K.H. S/8¢gt.
TG Yagley, AJd. . .8/Sgt.
ThinFranz, "A RS St Sy Mt

Mission #17 — 21 Mar 45 — Achmer, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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- SEI[P 5LL7 B

et PRI
P *“Davis, T. - 2J) 1st It.
CBzwiilo, C. 2nd Lt.
. .kwri?reeman G.N. - 2nd. Lt.
B ,.#‘Hammck H.T. . lst Lt.
H2Xw=Curran, W.J. - . 2nd Lt,
NT  PShner, W.E. - 2nd Lt.
E % Durant, M.D. . T/Sgtb.
RO Cobb, R.M. - T/Sgb.
G- Kaufmenn, C.F. S/ Segt.
WG  Rausch, K.H. . Bf8 gt.
TG - .Yagley, A.T. ~ S/Set.
TT Franz, A.R, : S/Sg‘b. -

Mission #18 — 22 Mar 45 — Giebelstadt, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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SHIP i Ellei (705rd)

cp ~ila, C. 2ud Lg,
i} _1’.1,“:;8!?1111'1, Go‘éo <ud Lto
B Tlamrick, Hel. 18t .Lt,
fiT,-POf.lxﬁr, “.KL. . 2nd Lto .
E Durant, .0, T/Sgb.
HO COY.‘E). 1{0&10 S/SGt.
G . Rausch, R, - 5/8gb.
TG Yagley, A, of8ut.
TT  Fraur, A.K, S/8gt.

Mission #19 — 24 Mar 45 — Wesel, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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SHIP # 547-B .
?"'Pf' Davis, Fo' = . '> 1st T

- Milo, Ce' . 2nd Lbe

I‘L et I‘reeman, GoN. 2nd Lbte
NT Pohner, W.H. 2nd Lt,
..»'B‘ Hamrick, H.T. 1st Lt.
|--H2X Curren, "W, T | 2nd Lt.

~B . Durant, M.D PSebi -
‘RO~ Cobb, R.M. - ~  T/Sgbe
WG Kaumann, CiTS S/sgb..

WG Rausch; K.H. -~ S/Sgb. -
- TG . Yagley, A.d. . 8/Sgti
TT TFranz, A:R. - S/Sgte.

- CA KP:'L&Z{' WeM,' : capt’ ;

Mission #20 — 30 Mar 45 — Wilhelmshaven, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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' I01LST 8¢ 'UADRON |

'SHIP #_L80- 2 |
M‘ﬁ?wis, Frank 72 Capt.
g Chegger lﬁ 2313 %t.

eman orge N, A 2un Ts
N'L_.ffg‘gner Williem H; 2né Lb.
B -wﬁsﬂﬁrick, Harold 'T-. lst Lt.
- H2ZXGurran, Willlam J. - 2nd L.

E  Durant, Merliun D, 'I‘/b e
RO Cobb, Richard M. . S/ Sgtie
WG Kaufmean, Charies F.

WG Rausch, "Karl H. S/.Sgt.
T Yugley, Anthony J. S/Segt.
TT Franz, Aathony R. sS/8gt.

Mission #21 — 04 Apr 45 — Perleberg, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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F
‘7018‘1 sa_é April gﬁ Dﬂgm $HIP
l P Davis, Frank mw*‘"‘/ Gapt.
Iﬁloy OhBStEI' @ . M*"EndL'b.

Freeman, George N 2nd T4,

l.;ifjfﬂhmrick ‘Harold T, _-15t-Lt;
E Dura_ut Merlin "'ﬂ* N
j;éé?;70nbb RlchardiM._;;f'  S/Sgt.
M E=utmon, Cliarles F.  S/Sgn.
- W Rausch, Karl Bl _' "_"S/Sgg'-';=
@TFMHZ: ﬂn‘bhﬂn:r . /Sgt
T Yagley, ﬂﬂthony P.-.I - _S/Sgt-.;' ;
NT -?:_Pﬂh.ner, William E w“ :an&,.Lt."

HEIGurran Wllliam J . 2nd Lt.
. CAL Traoe:;r, Ford Ps 0 Capt.

Mission #22 — 06 Apr 45 — Halle, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Mission #23 — 08 Apr 45 - Flirth, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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. Z01ST_SQUADRON

EC z S et

P PHLE 7w 123K .. o H

“P . MCanelly, Robert G 1st
:GAL. - Davis, Frank ' & = i Captj?t'

W Freeman, George N. 2nd It.
NI~ Pohnex, William H, - 2nd It.
:IJBV,.V Hamriclt, Harold T: 1st Lt,

. HZX  Curran) William J. = 2ng Lt

R Durentd, Merlin D. T /St
RO Coby, Richard M, - S/Sgt.
WG Kaufmgn, Charles F, -S/Sgt
MG Medlock, Lesley I. s/Sct.
IG ° Yagley, Anthony J. . S/Sgt. -
IT  PFranz, Anthony R, . S/Sgt.

Mission #24 — 11 Apr 45 — Amberg, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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701ST SQUADRON

4y

'2"

P McAnelly, Robert 07
CP Milo, Chester

 SHIP # 123-K /0l -

ilarold T.

y William J.
E Durgdt, Merlin D,
RO Cophb, chard M.

WG Kdufmenn, Charles T.
WG Rausch, Karl H.

TG 7Yagley, Anthony J.
TT Franz, Anthony R.

Mission #25 — 16 Apr 45 — Landshut, Germany
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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' 701ST S{UADRON
HIP # E23-K -
i <! 12 :
e 2
P ,.Af3inelly, Robert C. 1st Lt.
CP Milo, Chetbsr 2nd Lt.
N “.Fpeéman, George N. 1lst Lt
NT Pgohner, William H. lst Lt.
B ~Hagmrick, Harold T. 1st Lt,
H2X .6urran, William J, 1st Lt.
- E  Durant, Merlin D. T/Szt.
RO Cobb, Richard M. T/Sgt.
WG Kaufmann, Charles F, S/sgt.
WG . Rausch, Karl H, S/Sgt.
TG Yagley, Anthony J, S/Sgt.
'TT Franz, Anthony R. . S/8gt,

Mission #26 — 25 Apr 45 — Salzburg, Austria
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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Many people believed that the crews flew their “own” plane for all of their missions. In the case
of the 445% Bomb Group, for their very first mission a lot of the crews flew a plane other that
what they had flown across the Atlantic Ocean enroute to England. After the mission to Kiel
Germany’s submarine works, the crews requested that they fly the planes they were familiar
with. This critique was made during the post-mission debriefing and was approved by the Group
CO, Col Robert H. Terrill.

If a plane suffered significate battle damage on a previous mission, then the crews would fly
whatever aircraft was available for the day’s mission.

The following images are collections of photographs provided by former members of the 445%
Bomb Group (H), Dan Stockton’s most excellent B-24 Best Web website, from the records of
the National Archives and Records Administration, and from the 445" museum at the airfield in
Tibenham England.
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B-24J-1 FO, 42-50565, 700t BS (IS-Q+), “Ole King Cole”
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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B-24J-5 FO, 42-50811, 703" BS (RN-E), “Patty Girl”
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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B-24HSH-25 DT, 42-51123, 701t BS (MK-K+), “Smelly Nelly”
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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The following pages represent a “current view” of the targets this individual flew against. Thanks to
today’s satellite imagery, we can now show you precise locations of targets that were hit. In many
cases, even though three-quarters of a century has passed since those bombing missions have been
flown, there is clear proof of the level of destruction that was wrought upon the enemy. Bomb craters
can still be seen and airfields in Germany and those countries occupied by the Germans can still be
recognized.

In Germany many of the Luftwaffe airfields with paved runways, aprons, and factory facilities are now
host to a large number of solar array farms which service the surrounding communities.
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Mission #1 — 27 Nov 44 — Offenburg Marshalling Yard
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #2 — 30 Nov 44 — Homburg Marshalling Yard
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #3 — 04 Dec 44 — Bebra Marshalling Yard
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro™
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Mission #4 — 05 Dec 44 - Minster Marshalling Yard
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #5 — 10 Dec 44 — Bingen Marshalling Yard

Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©

Page 243 of 285



Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #7 — 24 Dec 44 — Bitburg Communication Center
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #5 — 29 Dec 44 — Zilpich Communications Center
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #9 — 02 Jan 45 - Koéblenz/Glils Railroad Bridge
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #10 — 28 Jan 45 — Dortmund/ Kaisersthul Benzol Refinery
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #11 — 25 Feb 45 — Giebelstadt Me 262 Jet Airfield
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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— 27 Feb 45 — Halle Marshalling Yard

Mission #12

Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #13 — 28 Feb 45 — Arnsberg Railroad Viaduct
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #14 — 07 Mar 45 — Soest Marshalling Yard

Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro™
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Mission #15 — 11 Mar 45 — Kiel Submarine Pen

Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro™
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Mission #16 — 18 Mar 45 — Henningsdorf Tank Factory
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #17 — 21 Mar 45 — Achmer Me 262 Jet Airfield
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #18 — 22 Mar 45 — Giebelstadt Me 262 Jet Airfield

Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Jump Across the Rhine River

Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©

Operation VARSITY

— 24 Mar 45

Mission #19
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Mission #20 — 30 Mar 45 — Wilhelmshaven Sub Pen, Docks
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©

and Shipyard
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Perleberg Me 262 Jet Airfield

Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©

04 Apr 45

Mission #21 —
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e German Army Headquarters
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Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro™

Mission #22 — 07 Apr 45 — Ha
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08 Apr 45 - Flrth Blumenthal Me 262 Jet Aircraft Factory

Mission #23

Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Mission #24 — 11 Apr 45 — Amberg Marshalling Yard
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro ©
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w AIR MEDAL DECORATION

YAGLEY, ANTHONY J., Jr. (368575:5) , Staff Sgt. A.C.

G. 0. No. 9, Ha. Second Air Division, January 5, 19445
Oak Leaf Clusters awarded by Hq. Second Air Division:
OLC - GO # 83, K 17
OLC - GO #118, 4=5-45
OLC - GO #142, 4-21-45

Detroit, Mich.

Awards of the Air Medal to S/Sgt Anthony Yagley
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©
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HEADQUARTERS

DAVIS-NONTHAN FIEBLD
CFPICE OF THE CONNANDING OPFICER

Ba By f
arsr Tl Taceon, Arlzenas

24 Sept. 1944

¥, and HI."I- .l.ﬂthm.r Je I..El'r 5:"-
20182 Concord
Setreit, Mioh.

Doar Mr. and #r3. Yagley:

Your son has recently been gradusted here as a qualified oom-
bat crew member of a B=24 Liberator bomber and, as yoa perhaps kmow, will
scta b ob hle way to actoal combat duty.

T em <alling this to your attention becauss I, to0, sa proud of
his accomplishsent and sm vitally interssted in his future sotivitlies.
His loaring here was probably ocur last of?iciel word of him, bt my int-
srest Cortalnly doesn't stop there, and oy furtber iofommation regerdiag
his copbat experiences that you can pass oo to me willl be sincersly ap-
preciated.

The training senras Rera ia a stradnocs cna—-one dssigned of
cecageity to £11) ureent wvartime pesds and to smold together as guiokly
and sfficlsntly as possible ten-man asrial erews into individual tesms
vho vork as cne. A&w commanding officer 1t 1s my privilege to have a
poat responsible part 1o the tralplog of these fine, young, patrictie
Admericans and 1t is nesdless to say that I am moro thes pleassd with the
dutstandiog and herole records they hove mde sand are now making in the
fiald of bettle.

I wivh it wore poseible to write » PoIe pereonal, intizate
latter 1o you Tut lizlited time wlll not perwit. However, 1o splte of
this T want you to feel that all of os here at Davis-Honthan Fleld have
your son*a interest at heart. To have succassflully gradoated here and
to cprzy on the fight 1o the alr for cur comtry 1s no ssall soccaplish-
mont, and our confidecce 1o his abllity and record in the foture s
cplimited,

- ¥ay he nave Godspeed and guldence io a safe and tricephant
retum to you and to hie own country.

Sincersly

Lo

R. B. WALKER
Colonel, Air Corpe

Commnrding

Letter graduating from crew selection training
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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‘TRANSIENT PERSONNEL

AANNE NN s

GOOSE BAY LABRADO

NORTH ATLANTIC DIVISION » AIR TRANSPORT COMMA

RESTRICTED

Stopover enroute to England
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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TRANSIENT PERSONNEL

Welcome 1o Labrador, the “Heaven in the North™
It is with regret that we inform you that no one knows how

long you will be here . . . not even the Weather Busters,
Sack time is highly recommended. Remember the trip
shead of you.

During your stey in “Heaven in the Moth™ | | | you can
be msured of three delicious meals, and comfortable quar.
ters, with mnning water during the thawing season.

You are asked not to leave the Base unless on an organ-
ized recreational trip, sponsored by the Special Services.
You may be sure thet neighboring villages (the closest
one 32 miles from heve) can offer you no smusement,
Don't be & pickle-puss . . . Weer a smile .
and bear it.

On the back page of this folder, is a picture of “Heaven
in the Morth”, showing the warious buildings, which you

might have occasion to visit.

. . We grin

Read on MacDUFF . . .

OFFICIAL POST TIME IS GMT « SUN TIME IS THREE HOURS LESS
<

BILLETING: Billsting snd Teansient Sercce Office is located in the teminsl
building, Officen” billsted in Buracks Moo 2 and 5 Erlisted Men in Barmacks
Mo, 5, Mo, &, No. 7 and Ho. 8.

MESS: Officen’ Mess cpen 28 hours s day. Breakfaat 28¢, Dinner 25c, Sapper
0. Wﬂlldmmﬂlhﬂwrmﬂldijihﬂlil*f. W you prefer some-
thirg superspecisl in the way of food, witit cur Seack Bar in the termical buld
ing . slo open T4 houws » day.

OFFICERS" CLUB: Al tranviers cificon are cordilly welcems,  Clob opan
Froem 1330 0o 0200, Pool, ping pong. card, chein, chechon, old magarice and
pagers,  Bar open 2000 wo 21200,

THEATRE: See your fewceite stare in the pictire you have veen before,
Showy prary wt |00, 2030 end 00 30

RECRE‘.TION HALL' '&.n te ol Madera Ful;,.- ‘qulpprd' . l"ﬂ'-'l.
e bon- dhate [heary, Baautful resdicg scom, hobby thop, Red Crow offsce, bowl
ing, ping-pong sod Special Sendces

EKNNG: Mot recommended.  Hospital Facilities do non waemant such sotivithes
FISHING: Oiganized tips by Specal Services. Unlimived Fishing for ol
Licente nct requined,

POST EXCHANGE: Stores cpen 12230 1o 2000, We buve the things you
Egww maued. Cigarettes Sc, mison Yao pecks, ro sstion caed newded. Coffes Shop
cpan 1200 1o 2000, Colfes, tandunches, snacky, wic svalsble during the day.
MEDICAL:  Sick ewll For wsnwiwnts 16:00

@
CHAPEL
Protestant Serolcen Cathalle Ma:
Suneley 1300 snd T2:00, Everyday 20200
Wednarday 22:00 Coerfasiicrn prior to sach me

Tewish Sercice: Friday Hight. See Bulletin Boand for Houn,
REGULATMINS: Cuien is requined st 0200, Lt the other Fellow tlesp

(Military coustety, cuntorms, ate.)
LOUNGES:  Astmctrer lounges For ol 5 | in Briafing Bulldieg, sttecd:
o by Rad Crean gith,

HUNTING:  Mone.

Info card
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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4 B ék.g-d
Collection of aerial gunners
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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42-51480 with radar jamming antennas on the bottom of the fuselage
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Taken outside squadrn office
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Taken outside barracks after transfer to 7015t Squadron
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Formation of 445t B-24's overhead
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Rail-Hittin
Heavies Tear

Into Munich

The aerial sledgehammer fashioned

by bombers of ‘the 8th and 15th Air

Forces and the RAF fell on German |

_  communications and fuel supplies for . H u N EBELSTADT 7,. GERMANY
‘the fourth day in a row yesterday as TENTH MISSION, aI e

1,150 Fortresses and Liberators of the 8th, -

- hit railyards, airfields, an oij storage. . 3 Feb.. 25 s 1945
depot and a tank plant' while Lancasters :

of th% RAF bcémbeg a synthett]ic Dixl plant’ It

near Dortmund and the 15 s heavies| i was

‘attacked communications af Linz, Austria. We hit a th Alr Base.

_Ihe big target for the 8th yesterday| at Glebelstadt, Germany..

.was Munich; a fogal p%int in the Geng;:g ]

raillway System, where Ortresses rum i

- overintwo waves o hit the terminal rail | Our bombing altitude was on 16,600
. station and ‘mars alling yards in the

“castern and western parts of the city, | ft. and the target was visual s 80 we
Oth;r form?tionsh gf _Eog(t:ress% %o-unggg, really knocked it out. I saw the bombs

~yards at Ulm while Lj rators bom i :

glegf%‘dsl')and a fian'krfziisisembly %ianbe:‘;l'} hit and ours landedIO? thi bgrraci{}ieand

- Ascnaftenburg, and airfields  at Giebel- | . i T ead 80

‘stadt  and - Schwebisch-Hall, west of hangers « We were f ying 1

Nuremburg. Fortresses also hammered an | credit g0es to our bombadier.

underground oil stol*a% dgp-ot hlgé!en in |

the - woods outside Neu erg, tween 5

Munich and Nuremburg, | There were a lot of enemy fishters

Fighters in Strafing Action | up but they couldn't get into us due

More than 700 Mustangs and Thunder- | o lak was
bolts of the 8th were out yesterday, 560 to our fighter‘ prOtBCtion F

of them fshieldix}gz(t)laehl;ombers, while a' 11 ght but they got four holes in 011.;&1‘
separate force of 200 Mustangs went on ere
-2 strafing sweep over north central Ger- shlp.. I saw the town o f Ulm a‘nq ;‘1 h

, many, riddling locomotives and other roli- was a column of smoke about 3000 igh..

ing stock and shooting u airfields. The o
5ﬁfBMnmgcmmfc£@ug@njw- Some of the fellows in the other ships

propelled Me262s taking off from a ficld nz to land about the
near Gicbelstadt,-knocking down seven | saw the Jets tryl 2

| Tenth Mission , Glebelstadt,, Germany

—
——
i

Gas loach 2700
Time:: 9:00

of them, ' time we hit and some of them cracked
¢ The fighters got 21 enemy craft in the t0 some damage
air all told, eight of them jets, and de- up. It may have been due

fmﬁ%?m?HZOQﬂfwgrﬁmwgh‘ done by our fighters that he geV§P an.
uftwalfe planes attacked ¢ bombers, nutes
* but the fighters, who ranged over wide | The mission was 9 hours and 5 m
areas, ran into several scattered forma. long‘. :
tions of Nazi planes; { ]
It was the fifth consecutive day that
;the 8th had dispatched more than 1,000
bombers. = Over '1,100 Fortresses and

‘Wwere out Saturday, attacking oil refineries
at Misburg, Hamburg and Harburg, rail|
targets in northwest Germany and sub-
marine construction yards at Bremen and
Hamburg. This followed a night in which
RAF Bomber Command sent out more
than 1,100 planes to batter communica-
tions, industrial and aviation targets.

Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Actual strike photo of Achmer Germany
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Sixteenth Migsion, Achaer, Jerzany
Gas load=-2300

Tize 3:45

S 1| RAF Sees—and Hits— b
[Bth Pummels | fAF Seesand lite— |
rough Camouflage Leipeig. which had been actacked Moaday?
L“f“ y ““91 Ty plots of the 2od Tactial (18 poor wrasher. '
yalie' s uw:_m’-w:-m - bo'-’hnufh-m:xﬂ:
Airfields S i vl o Mo e s o4 ek
: Sy i A S
I8 2 mvage Mow aimed st crippling nhlhﬂ-r.-kbl:‘r:l“:::.h- ,“jﬂmmnﬂ
the Luftwate, which had appeared o be | The plots came low pround.
for " caough to we
it S AR AR | sl TR TR b e b et s
¥ Unndered 0ot to h 11| ‘cannoa aad rocket ficg, : ®ocning, whikk Lascasers were
hﬁlﬁ.myo{.zu h-nhrh:-‘ — n,huuruhrb.olmuuh’
orthvwes , mont 0 norirecut (“m,. more
-:-smc.«_o"“’.,. e Rude . bad m-uuu.'hmmmwmz' Laacs 100k off 10 bomsb asother ol tarpet,
The Bth and 13h Air Forces combdined =M 8 feoeply Sow T Laver ,l"m
o o e W
b.000 of which gared lhdrmo..bb tragmentation  bombs on‘r-:::c: .-l“ "II!’I Krows e Weser mear
whie the 18:h s OBt vital spots oA M Bclda f'.lm-.i ralws hile ochee beavies siwck af the
rarsie force of Lideraiony 10 b ag e SAr7ied out she third phase of 1he actach ¥ yaeds a4 M . 2 Now simed
drosst, jet base 30 mies porth U7, VUNNAL i9 10 srale (he droeses. :* rusaing from the
ey e L T S
A w
J«’*M_;‘mw|~ﬂ~w~5‘-,gﬁ;w ,mmamnwmucw
.l - wmm . Rited '"“ Lol
hvx“mam.m 1) Frrn. © The remumder. of e sy rom 21u Army Grosp Hq. The
Pivoiemalely 1,100 bombers of the st | SOMAR force aared does into thstern Pombery M thiough beavy i 1o
. 1he B | Gormany 10 Mt once moee o” tank sad ek 15 $ves0ry  buiiding 1o, the
rmement | plant 81~ Flewen, sowh- ol

Newspaper writeup of Achmer mission
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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War’s over — getting ready to go home
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Yagley, Cobb & Mills Van Sant, Yagley, Freeman, unk, Ozanick, Cobb & unk
Images courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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The opposite direction of the flight line
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Stroll on the flight line Mills

Ozanick, Yagley, Van Sant, & Milo
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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4 |
Engineer — Collinger
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family

Mills & pup in Iceland Milo & Yagley
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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Crew & passengers in Newfoundland

Limo service in Newfoundland
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family
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