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HOW TO READ THE ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS 

 
The Cover is self-explained except for aircraft silhouette.  The image is either a photograph (if 
possible) of the aircraft flown on the first mission, or a color image with the appropriate 
markings.  The approved logo for the 445th Bomb Group (Heavy) and the appropriate squadron 
patch mark the top of the cover. 
 
Each group within the Second Air Division could be identified by individual group marking on 
the tail fin/rudder assembly.  Originally, the 445th was identified with a large white circle on the 
upper portion of the fin with the letter ‘F’ in the middle.  Below that was the aircraft’s radio call 
letter.  Early in 1944, the designation was changed to a solid black fin with a horizontal white 
stripe.  The radio call letter was placed in the center of the stripe.  All aircraft in the 2nd Combat 
Wing of the 2nd Air Division had black and white markings. 
 
Two large letters on the side of the fuselage and just forward of the tail assembly defined the 
squadron the aircraft was assigned to.  A smaller letter identified the radio call letter for the 
aircraft.  There were four squadrons in the 445th Bomb Group: 
 

B-24 Markings for the 445th Bomb Group Squadron 

Wing Tail ID Code 
Radio 
Communication 

  

700th IS Displeased  

701st MK Wallet  

702nd WV Markum  

703rd RN Baffle  

Circle – black 
Letter – White 

“F” for the 445th BG 

(As of April  1944) 
Base color -  Black 

Stripe color – White 
Letter - Black representing 
the ‘call letter’ of the plane 

 Black letters located on both 
sides of the B-24 near Tail Fin.  
Each Sqd. was assigned a 
communication code word. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Notes of Interest defines how many missions were needed to complete a “tour” and what a 
‘mission’ was.  Credits/Acknowledgements details why and how this mission history came 
into being.  Battle Honors details the various campaigns members of the 445th Bomb Group 
served in.  This history was compiled from official Army Air Force records.  They can be used to 
obtain medals or to verify service.  A map of the base showing the layout of the airfield is 
included. 
 
The 445 Group Mission History details the individual’s mission number, date and the group 
mission number, the city, country and target, type and size of bombs used.  It also indicates 
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the accuracy of bombs dropped, the number of aircraft over the target, number of ships lost (if 
any) and the approximate total flying time which included getting into formation. 

The Personal Mission History defines the individual’s combat record by mission number and 
date flown.  The name of the city and a general description of the target is included with each 
mission.  The aircraft flown on that mission has been identified by tail number, radio call letter 
and name, if any, for the aircraft.  The crew manifest for each mission on which the subject 
took part, indicates the other crew members, their job, and their rank at the time.  The crew 
member for which this document has been prepared is highlighted in bold type. 

Integrated into the Personal Mission History is the 8th Air Force Mission Summaries to show the 
role of the 445th Bomb Group in the air campaign against Ge conducted by the 8th Air Force.  
This section includes the 8th Air Force Field Order Number, the total number of all aircraft 
dispatched against the targets in the field order, and what fighter escort was provided.  At the 
end of each day’s summary, a table has been added to show the 445th’s effort.  The table 
includes the group’s mission number, target, number of aircraft launched and the number of 
aircraft lost on that mission (if any). 

Terminology Used: 

Rank (low to high): 

O
 F

 F
 I

 C
 E

 R
 S

 

F/O Flying Officer 

E
 N

 L
 I

 S
 T

 E
 D

 

Pvt Private 

2nd Lt 2nd Lieutenant Pfc Private First Class 

1st Lt 1st Lieutenant Cpl Corporal 

Capt Captain Sgt Sergeant  

Maj Major S/Sgt Staff Sergeant 

Lt Col Lieutenant Colonel T/Sgt Technical Sergeant 

Col Colonel M/Sgt Master Sergeant 

Crew Positions: 1st Pilot 
Fly’s the aircraft and is in command in the air, 
regardless of rank. 

(Officers) Co-Pilot 
A rated pilot who assists the 1st Pilot in flying the 
aircraft and scans instruments. 

Navigator 
Keeps detailed records of aircraft position at all 
times. 

Bombardier 
Arms and drops bombs.  Uses Norden bombsight if 
aircraft is equipped, otherwise drops on lead 
aircraft’s signal. 
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Pilotage Navigator 
Navigator riding in the nose turret to pick out visual 
references on the ground; drops bombs when lead 
aircraft drops. 

(Enlisted) Flight Engineer Monitors engine controls and fires top turret guns. 

Radio Operator 
Controls radio equipment in the aircraft and 
maintains communication log. 

Nose Turret 
Gunner who mans the nose turret; also can act as 
‘togglier’ to drop bombs when lead aircraft drops. 

Top Turret 
Power turret just aft of the flight deck with twin .50 
caliber M-2 heavy machineguns; usually manned by 
Flight Engineer. 

Waist Gunner 
One of two gunner in the waist position firing a 
single .50 caliber machinegun. 

Ball Turret 
Retractable turret located between bomb bay and 
waist gun positions; has two .50 caliber 
machineguns. 

Tail Turret 
Power turret located in the extreme rear of the 
aircraft with two .50 caliber machineguns. 

RADAR Counter 
Measures 

Operates electronic jamming equipment to block 
German RADAR (RAdio Detection And Ranging).  
Used to drop chaff or “window” (strips of aluminum 
foil which would reflect false echoes on RADAR). 

Aircraft Models, 
Blocks and Mfg.: 

B-24H/J/M
3 different models of the B-24; ‘H’, ‘J’, and ‘M’ flown 
by the 445th. 

1 - 165 Various block modification designations 

CO/FO/CF/DT/NT 

Manufacturers of the B-24’s: 
CO - Consolidated Aircraft in San Diego 
FO - Ford in Willow Run, MI 
CF - Consolidated Aircraft in Ft. Worth, TX 
DT - Douglas Aircraft in Tulsa, OK 
NT - North American Aircraft in Dallas, TX 

Terms: Coffin Corner 

Most exposed position within the aircraft formation; 
located on the outside edge with no friendly aircraft 
further out.  This position was usually hit very hard 
by German fighters. 

H2S/H2X 
Airborne RADAR system used for navigation and 
blind bombing. H2S was a British early design. H2X 
was the US improved design. 
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Feather 
Position the blades of a propeller into the wind to 
reduce drag. 

Windmill 
A propeller that cannot be feathered and is turning 
due to the aircraft’s airspeed, creating drag and 
reducing airspeed. 

Flak 

Fliegerabwehrkanonen – Anti-aircraft Artillery; later 
in the war, the Germans developed RADAR controlled 
guns which were extremely effective against bomber 
formations.  Approximately 5,100 aircraft were shot 
down in 1944 – 3501 were lost to enemy flak. 

Carpet 
Designation of an aircraft tasked with providing 
counter RADAR measures during a mission. 

Carpetbagger Mission 

Special unit that flew resupply missions to resistant 
forces behind enemy lines. Aircraft were painted all 
black as all missions were carried out during the 
night. 

NOBALL Missions 

Missions directed against V-1 and V-2 rocket 

launch sites. These sites were very well 

camouflaged and heavily defended with 20 

and 88 mm flak guns. 

Truckin’ Missions 
These were non-combat missions flown to carry fuel 
and supplies to US forces after the D-Day invasion. 

R T B 

Return To Base – to drop out of formation over 
enemy controlled air space to return to their home 
field. This was the “kiss of death” as the German 
fighters looked for stragglers and readily shot them 
down. 

Page 6 of 285



NOTES OF INTEREST 

A few items of interest that have been questioned about: 

Weather was never  “Just Cause” to abort a scheduled mission take off!  Even when visibility 
was zero/zero and less than 50 feet.  Only the time between aircraft cleared for takeoff was 
increased from 30 seconds to one minute. 

At the time the 445th Bomb Group became operational as a part of the Second Combat Bomb 
Wing, Second Bomb Division, Eighth Air Force; a combat tour was defined as being 25 combat 
missions.  An Air Medal was presented to each aircrew member for each five missions 
completed.  On completion of a tour, the airman received the Distinguished Flying Cross instead 
of another Air Medal.  Each of these awards was specified in writing, on General Orders, issued 
by Second Division Headquarters. 

On April 23rd 1944, a tour was re-defined as being 30 combat missions and the required missions 
for receiving the Air Medal was increased to six.  The Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) was 
given at 30 missions instead of the Air Medal.  By the end of May 1944, a Combat Tour was 
again redefined as being 35 missions with an air medal every seven missions and a DFC upon 
completion of 35 mission. 

A Lead Crew (three per squadron) flew each day, whether on a mission or not and thus 
accumulated many additional flying hours.  Since it could take twice as long (in calendar days) 
to complete a tour, crews in this category were only required to fly 30 missions. 

On March 1, 1945 the 701st Squadron was officially designated as the “Lead Crew Squadron” 
requiring crew adjustments throughout the Group.  All “Lead crews” were assigned to the 701st. 

Definition of a Combat Mission: 

We have found that the Group was credited with a combat mission once the takeoff has 
occurred.  If Division HQ later issued a “Recall Order”, the mission did not count for the individual 
crews.  If a mission was aborted by order of the Wing Air Commander, the mission might or 
might not be counted for their required number of missions to be flown.  This could be true 
even within a group. 

On one or two occasions I have had to make, a “judgment decision” based on other documents.  
One thing was certain; no air crewman flew beyond his pre-defined combat tour unless he 
volunteered to do so. Any crew member could remove themselves from flight status at any 
time. 
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Credits 

The information contained herein has been assembled from historical documents found in the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), College Park, MD. and notes 
taken from the personal collection of Richard F. Gelvin, a former Navigator with the 700th Bomb 
Squadron, 445th Bomb Group (Heavy). Upon his passing in 2005, the responsibility fell to the 
son of the 445th Group Bombardier Capt. Leland Simpson – Capt. Michael S. Simpson, USAFR. 

Additional records have been procured from the Air Force Historical Research Agency 
located at Maxwell AFB, AL.  These records, totaling some 70,000 pages, provide information 
regarding mission reports, 8th Air Force Field Orders, General Orders and Special Orders, and a 
myriad of other files pertaining to the 2nd Air Division of which the 445th Bombardment Group 
(Heavy) was assigned to. 

Reconnaissance and target photos are provided from the ©National Collection of Aerial 
Photographs – A UK based organization that has in their Allied Central Interpretation Unit 
collection some 36 million aerial photographs made by USAAF, RAF, and other Allied 
reconnaissance forces. 

Information about German airfields in the occupied countries of Fr, Be, Ho, and in Ge is provided 
courtesy of Henry L. deZeng IV and his fabulous database on the website http://www.ww2.dk 
called Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 – 1945.  Henry’s graciously offered to help in the 
identification of German fighter units. 

The 445th Bombardment Group (Heavy), a segment of the Second Combat Bomb Wing, Second 
Air Division, Eighth Air Force, was officially credited with 280 combat missions.  Their first 
mission was on 13 December 1943 and their last was on 25 April 1945.  During those 280 
missions, a total of 109 aircraft were lost as a result of enemy action.  Missing Air Crew Reports 
(MACRs) were generated and have been requested to complete the information available about 
the 445th. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 

I must first thank Edward W. Zobac and Richard F. Gelvin.  Ed is the son of S/Sgt. Robert 
W. Zobac, a waist gunner in the 700th Squadron.  Following his father’s death in 1977, Ed
became interested in his father’s WW II experiences.   Richard F. ‘Dick’ Gelvin was a lead
navigator with the 700th Bomb Squadron.  When Dick learned of the material available from the
National Archives in College Park, MD, he planned to spend a week at the Archives, collecting
information.  When Ed learned of Dick’s proposed trip, he helped plan the trip via e-mails, and
a whole new approach for their transport, timing, and lodging for the trip emerged.   Ed drove
from his home in Ft. Wayne, IN to Washington, DC and Dick flew in from Mesa, AZ.  They spent
a week there and had transportation to and from a local motel.  Their plan was to go through
the boxes of records, making copies of crew load lists, and any other records that they thought
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might be needed (mission summaries, Missing Air Crew Reports (MACRs), intelligence reports, 
etc.). The end product was some 4,400 copied pages. 
 
Thanks seems a very small acknowledgement of Kitty Strickland Shore, widow of Lt. Jennis 
(Jack) M. Strickland.  Jack was a lead pilot in the 700th and was killed on a mission supporting 
Operation VARSITY (the last airborne operation of World War 2) just prior to the end of the war 
in Europe.  Kitty (d. April, 2002) lived in nearby Chevy Chase, MD, and “wanted to help”.  She 
ran the copier for most of the 4,000+ selected documents. 
 
Very special thanks go to Mary Beth Barnard, daughter of S/Sgt Harold Kennedy, who was  
a waist gunner in the 701st Squadron.  At one time Mary Beth was vice president, historian at 
THE MIGHTY EIGHTH AIR FORCE MUSEUM in Savannah, GA.   It was her guidance through the 
labyrinth of military documents at the Archives that made Dick and Ed’s trip a success. 
 
Thanks also to The Kassel Mission Memorial Association for their support and 
encouragement of this project.  Although the association has halted operations, the Kassel 
Mission Historical Society has stepped in to keep the memory of the Kassel Mission alive. 
 
Marilyn Burns Parylak, my Mother-In-Law, encouraged me to learn more about my family 
and has provided many good ideas for research and where to look for info.  Her interest in 
genealogy was one of the reasons I started searching and eventually lead to me preparing these 
mission histories. 
 
To my wife Deborah Simpson  goes a special thanks for her tireless work in these mission 
histories, cleaning up the microfilm images, restoring photographs and MACRs used on the 
website and these mission histories. Her suggested format changes have helped the military 
histories become a living military biography of the veteran’s time in service with the 445th Bomb 
Group (H). 
 
Last, but not least, I must thank my Father, Captain Leland S. ‘Spike’ Simpson, for striking 
a spark of interest in me, even though it finally caught on many years after his death.  It was 
my interest, like that of Ed Zobac, to learn more of my Dad’s military service that brought me 
to this point in my life.  My search led me to Dick, Ed and a multitude of former 445th members.  
They are the driving force behind the 445th’s website and these Personal Mission Histories. 
 
 

Michael S. Simpson 
Webmaster, 445th Bomb Group website 
445th Bomb Group Historian 
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445th in formation. 

Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives 
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BATTLE HONORS 

The following are the battles and campaigns for which the 445th Bomb Group was given official 
battle participation credit as outlined in War Department General Orders and the French 
Republic. 

AIR OFFENSIVE, EUROPE 
Time limitation --- 4 Jul 42  to 5 Jun 44 

NORMANDY 
Time limitation --- 6 Jun 44 to 24 Jul 44 

NORTHERN FR 
Time limitation --- 25 Jul 44 to 14 Sep 44 

RHINELAND 
Time limitation --- 15 Sep 44 to 21 Mar 45 

ARDENNES 
Time limitation --- 15 Sep 44 to 21 Mar 45 

CENTRAL EUROPE 
Time limitation --- 22 Mar 45 to 11 May 45 

The French government awarded members of the 445th Bomb Group the French Croix de Guerre 
with Palm in recognition of the unit’s efforts to liberate Fr. 

FRENCH CROIX DE GUERRE with PALM 
Time limitation --- 1 Dec 43 to 1 Feb 45 

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION 
Time limitation – 1 Dec 43 to 21 Mar 45 
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GENERAL ORDERS ) WAR DEPARTMENT 
NO. 42   ) Washington 25, D.C., 24 May 1945 

BATTLE HONORS--Citation of units - Section IX

6. As authorized by Executive Order 9396 (sec. I, WD Bul. 22, 1943), super seding Executive
Order 9075 (sec. III, WD Bul. 11, 1942), citation of the following unit in General Orders 129,
Headquarters 2d Air Division, 11 April 1945, as approved by the Commanding General, European Theater
of Operations, is confirmed under the provisions of section IV, WD Circular 333, 1943, in the name of the
President of the United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinction. The citation reads
as follows:

The 445th Bombardment Group (H), 2d Air Division. is cited for outstanding performance of duty 
in action against the enemy.  On 24 February 1944 this group participated, with other heavy 
bombardment groups of the 2d Bombardment Division, in an attack on the Gothaer Waggonfabrik, A.G. 
located at Gotha, Ge.  On this occasion the attacking bombers met and overcame the fiercest and most 
determined resistance the enemy was able to muster in defense of this target, so vital to his ability to 
wage war.  Unprotected by friendly fighter cover the 445th Bombardment Group (H) was under almost 
continuous attack from enemy aircraft for a period of 2 hours and 20 minutes.  Although antiaircraft fire 
was hurled at the formation along the route to and from the target as well as at the target itself, the 
most deadly opposition was given by enemy aircraft.  For 1 hour and 20 minutes before -bombs away- 
savage attacks were made by single and twin-engine enemy fighters in a vain attempt to keep the 
bombers from reaching their target.  On the actual bombing run, that critical period of each 
bombardment mission, fierce and relentless attacks were unable to keep the bombers from 
accomplishing their task. For another hour after bombing, the group continued to be the object of 
ferocious fighter attacks.  Of this group's 25 aircraft which penetrated enemy territory, 13 were lost 
to these fierce fighter attacks, which number is approximately twice the loss suffered by any of the 
other groups participating in this mission.  In addition, 9 of the surviving 12 aircraft returned from 
the mission with battle damage.  With heroic determination the 445th Bombardment Group (H) flew 
its assigned course, destroying 21 enemy attackers, probably destroying 2 more, and damaging 7 during 
the long running battle.  The target was located and bombed with extreme accuracy and devastating 
results  This target, the most important source of ME. 110's, was so well hit that the enemy air force 
suffered a most telling blow.  The courage, zeal, and perseverance shown by the crew members of the 
445th Bombardment Group (H), 2d Air Division, on this occasion were in accordance with the highest 
traditions of the military service of the United States and reflect great credit on themselves and the 
group, and the Army Air Forces. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:  

G. C. MARSHALL

Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL: 

J. A. ULIO 

Major General  

The Adjutant General 
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Aerial photograph of RAF Tibenham England airfield (USAAF Station 124) 
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives  
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Lead Squadron 

1-3:
7-9:

Lead Element 
Low Left Element 

4-6:
10-12:

High Right Element 
Slot Element 

High Right Squadron 

13-15:
19-21:

Lead Element 
Low Left Element 

16-18:
22-24:

High Right Element 
Slot Element 
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Low Left Squadron 
 

25-27: 
31-33: 

Lead Element 
Low Left Element 

28-30: 
34-36: 

High Right Element 
Slot Element 

 

 
 
 

 
 

High High Right Squadron 
 

37-39: 
43-45: 

Lead Element 
Low Left Element 

40-42: 
46-48: 

High Right Element 
Slot Element 
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High High Right 
Element 

Squadron Formation 
As seen from head-on 

Uncovered for bombing 

High Right Element 

Lead Element 

Low Left Element 

1. 1st Pilot (left) & Co-Pilot
2. Nose Turret
3. Bombardier

4. Navigator
5. Radio Operator
6. Engineer – Top Turret

Gunner

7. Right Waist Gunner
8. Left Waist Gunner
9. Tail Turret Gunner
10. Ball Turret Gunner
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(Top) Front view of a B-24. (Below) 6 Oct 1944 Low Left Element 
Images courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives 

 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©  
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Above 
Tahelenbak 

701st Bomb Squadron 
Aircraft Type: B-24H-20 FO 

Tail Number: 42-94921 
Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B̅+) 

 
Images courtesy of 445th Bomb Group 
Archives 

 
Left 
General Hodges  
2nd Bomb Division Commander 

Center 
General Timberlake 
2nd Combat Wing Commander 
 
Right 
Colonel Terrill 
445th Bomb Group Commander 
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Indv 
Msn 
No 

Gp 
Msn 
No 

Date Primary Target Primary Target Type 
Acft 
T/O 

Acft 
Lost 

1 195 27 Nov 44 Offenburg, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 20 0 

2 197 30 Nov 44 Homburg, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 21 0 

3 198 04 Dec 44 Bebra, Ge Railroad Marshalling Yard 30 0 

4 199 05 Dec 44 Münster, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 34 0 

5 200 10 Dec 44 Bingen, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 20 0 

6 201 11 Dec 44 
Maximiliansau, Ge 
Hanau, Ge 

 Railroad Bridge 
 Railroad Marshaling Yard 

22 
23 

0 
2 

7 205 24 Dec 44 Bitburg, Ge German Communications Center 45 0 

8 208 29 Dec 44 Zülpich, Ge German Communications Center 31 0 

9 212 02 Jan 45 Güls, Ge Guls Rail Bridge 29 0 

10 223 28 Jan 45 Dortmund, Ge German Oil Depot 19 0 

11 238 25 Feb 45 Giebelstadt, Ge German Airfield 31 0 

12 240 27 Feb 45 Halle, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 42 2 

13 241 28 Feb 45 Arnsberg, Ge Railroad Viaduct 31 0 

Transferred to the 701st Bomb Squadron as part of the reorganization and consolidation of lead crews 

14 247 07 Mar 45 Soest, Germany Railroad Marshalling Yard 21 0 

15 251 11 Mar 45 Kiel, Germany 
Deutsche Werke Krupp Germania 
Submarine Pens 

33 0 

16 255 18 Mar 45 Henningsdorf, Ge 
Armored Fighting Vehicle Assembly 
Plant 

33 0 

17 258 21 Mar 45 Achmer, Ge German Me 262 Jet Airfield 40 0 

18 260 22 Mar 45 Giebelstadt, Ge German Me 262 Jet Airfield 33 0 
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19 262 24 Mar 45 Wesel, Ge Operation VARSITY Supply Drop 27 2 

20 265 30 Mar 45 Wilhelmshaven, Ge Sub Pens, Docks and Port Area 33 0 

21 267 04 Apr 45 Perleberg, Ge German Me 262 Jet Airfield 44 2 

22 268 07 Apr 45 Halle, Germany German Army Headquarters 27 0 

23 270 08 Apr 45 Fürth, Ge Jet Aircraft Industry 33 0 

24 273 11 Apr 45 Amberg, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 33 0 

25 276 16 Apr 45 Landshut, Ge Railroad Marshaling Yard 33 0 

26 280 25 Apr 45 Salzburg, Austria Railroad Marshaling Yard 19 0 
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Norfolk, England bomb damage caused by a V-2 rocket 
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives 

 

 

Col William Jones, 445th BG CO, thanks Glenn Miller for the show 9/1/44 
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives 
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Jimmy Stewart at the piano 
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives 
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Lt. Jack Reed relaxing in the Officer’s Club 
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives 

 

 

Lt Col Fleming (left) and Col Jones on the control tower 
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives  
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Ground Ordnance Crew loading B-24 with 2,000-pound general purpose bomb (2,000 lb. GP). 

Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 

Note:  Bomb casing and tail fin assembly are united at the airplane, the fuses are inserted 
after the bomb is hung in the shackles. With only 28 inches of clearance, the men put the bomb 
on a cradle dolly so it could slide under the plane into the bomb bay. Each B-24 could carry as 
many as four of these 2,000 lb. AN-M66 General Purpose bombs. 

The usual bomb load would consist of 10-12 500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs, or the 
same number of 500 lb. AN-M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs or any mix of these bombs 
and others totaling five to six thousand pounds of ordnance. Depending on how deep a 
penetration into German air space, the bomb load would vary. Usual fuel load for a B-24 
Liberator was 2,700 gal. of 100 octane aviation gas. 
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Maintenance crew of the 445th Bomb Group work on the engine of a Consolidated B-24. 
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives 

 

 

One of four runs over the D-Day invasion beaches – 6 Jun 44. 
Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives 

Page 26 of 285



Bombardiers and navigators get instruction on 
the nose turret’s controls. 

Images courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives 

Turret maintenance instructions being 
given to flying and support personnel. 
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St. Malo Island is hidden under bomb bursts as a B-24 bomber of the 389th Bomb 
Group, 2nd Bomb Wing flies by – August 13, 1944 (Air Force Photo) The Wing 

Commander commended the 445th for their excellence of its bombing on this mission. 

Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
 

 

January 4, 1944 – Base transfer ceremony. 

Image courtesy of 445th Bomb Group Archives 
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Direct hit by flak took the left wing of this 445th B-24 aircraft 
Image Courtesy of Capt. Charles L. Walker, 1st Pilot, 700th Bomb Squadron 

V-1 rocket also known as “Buzz Bomb”
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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V-2 Rocket – 1st Intermediate Range Ballistic Missile (IRBM) 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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The following information contains the 8th Army Air Force (AFF) Summaries of Combat Operations in the 
European Theater of Operations (ETO).  The Mission number after the date is the 8th AAF Field Order 
Number.  The tabular data at the start of a particular day’s operations are the specifics pertaining to the 
445th Bombardment Group (Heavy), 2nd Combat Wing, 2nd Air Division and the crew who flew that 
particular mission. 

The crew positions are based on their relative position within the aircraft.  1st Pilot and Co-Pilot are listed 
first, then the Navigator, Bombardier, Nose Turret Gunner (if no bombardier is carried), Flight Engineer, 
Radio Operator, Left and Right Waist Gunners, Ball Turret Gunner (if onboard) and finally the Tail Turret 
Gunner. 

The differences you will see in the crew load lists come for many reasons.  After the initial set of 
operations, the 445th did not have all crews fly with a bombardier.  Designated lead crews would fly 
with a full complement, and the other aircraft would have an enlisted gunner flying in the nose turret 
who would ‘toggle’ the bomb release from within the turret when the lead aircraft dropped their bombs. 

Later on, orders came down from 8th Air Force HQ for the B-24 units to fly with a 9-man crew and not 
lowering the ball turret or removing the ball turret completely.  By removing the turret, the plane could 
be lightened by some 800 – 900 pounds.  This means more fuel or more bombs could be carried.  The 
reasoning behind this came from the statistics of how many enemy fighters were destroyed or damaged 
by the ball turret gunners.  This decision would have disastrous consequences for the 445th later on in 
the war.  In September 1944, the 445th would lose 25 aircraft in about 5 minutes to Luftwaffe fighters 
attacking from astern (behind) and low.  Immediately following the Kassel mission, Headquarters, 2nd 
Air Division, ordered the ball turrets put back into the aircraft. 
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Indv Msn #: 1 

Date: 27 Nov 44 

Mission #: 195 

Position #: 35 

Acft Type: B-24J-1 FO

Tail No: 42-50565

Call Letter: Q-Queen (IS-Q+)

Acft Name: Ole King Cole 

Target Type: Offenburg Railroad Marshalling Yards 

Target City: Offenburg, Germany Sent:  20 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Hines Howard E 2nd Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi) 2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T 1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D S/Sgt Engineer 

Posner Aaron A Sgt Radio Operator 

Cobb Richrd M Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Simon Taffe S Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

MONDAY, 27 NOVEMBER 1944 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 

Mission 727: 
530 bombers and 770 fighters are dispatched to make PFF attacks on marshalling yards in Germany and 
fighter-bomber strikes on 4 oil centers in N and C Germany; they claim 102-4-12 aircraft; 15 fighters are 
lost: 

148 of 190 B-17s hit the Bingen marshalling yard; 2 others hit targets of opportunity; 46 bombers are 
damaged; 2 airmen are WIA. Escorting are 91 of 95 P-51s; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA). 

181 of 186 B-17s hit the Offenburg marshalling yard; 1 hits Freiburg; 14 B-17s are damaged; 1 airman 
is WIA. Escorting are 105 of 107 P-51s; 2 P-51s are lost (pilot MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair. 
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144 of 154 B-24s hit the Offenburg marshalling yard; 7 others hit targets of opportunity; 9 B-24s 
are damaged. Escorting are 45 of 48 P-51s without loss. 

460 P-47s and P-51s fly fighter-bomber missions against oil targets in N and C Germany; about 750 
Luftwaffe fighters, the largest sighting to date, attack in the Magdeburg-Munster-Hannover areas when 
the Germans mistake the fighters for a heavy bomber formation; the AAF claims 98-4-11 aircraft in the 
air and 4-0-1 on the ground; 2 P-47s and 10 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA). 

Personal note on mission #1 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 10x500 lb. AN-M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs.
Losses: 
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- There were no losses on this mission. 
 
Tactical Mission Report: 

 

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
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Offenburg Railroad Marshalling Yards 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 2 

Date: 30 Nov 44 

Mission #: 197 

Position #: 24 

Acft Type: B-24J-1 FO 

Tail No: 42-50565 

Call Letter: Q-Queen (IS-Q+) 

Acft Name: Ole King Cole 

Target Type: Homburg Railroad Marshalling Yards 

Target City: Homburg, Germany Sent:  21 Lost:  1 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Hines Howard E   2nd Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D   S/Sgt Engineer 

Posner Aaron A   Sgt Radio Operator 

Cobb Richard M   Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Wilson F A (io) Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr Sgt Ball Turret Gunner 

Simon Taffe S   Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

 
THURSDAY, 30 NOVEMBER 1944 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 731: 
1,281 bombers and 972 fighters are dispatched to hit synthetic oil plants in SE Germany and rail targets; 
intense accurate flak downs 29 bombers and 3 fighters are lost: 
 
451 B-17s are sent to hit the Zeitz (132) and Bohlen (68) oil plants; 116 hit the secondary, the Leuna 
oil plant at Merseburg; targets of opportunity are Gotha (22), Gera (17), Rudolstadt (17), Fulda (12), 
Saalfeld (12), Ohrdruf (10), Meerane (6) and other (9); 11 B-17s are lost, 4 damaged beyond repair and 

Page 36 of 285



287 damaged; 8 airmen are KIA, 16 WIA and 100 MIA. Escorting are 357 of 384 P-51s; they claim 4-0-
0 aircraft in the air; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA). 
 
539 B-17s are sent to hit the Leuna oil plant at Merseburg (301) and the Lutzkendorf (169) oil plant; 
targets of opportunity are Zeitz oil plant (19), Weissenfels (9) and other (12); 17 B-17s are lost, 6 
damaged beyond repair and 325 damaged; 17 airmen are KIA, 42 WIA and 295 MIA. Escorting are 452 
P-47s and P-51s; 2 P-51s are damaged beyond repair. 
 
291 B-24s are sent to hit marshalling yards at Neunkirchen (180) and Homburg (104). Escorting 
are 56 of 60 P-47s; 1 P-47 is lost (pilot MIA). 
 
Mission 732: 
7 B-17s and 6 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany during the night. 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

There was no personal note written about this mission. 
 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 10x500 lb. AN-M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs. 
 
Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
 
Losses: 

- There was one aircraft reported missing that landed behind friendly lines on this mission. No 
record of the crew or aircraft tail number involved. 
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Homburg Railroad Marshalling Yards 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 3 

Date: 04 Dec 44 

Mission #: 198 

Position #: 12 

Acft Type: B-24J-1 FO 

Tail No: 42-51263 

Call Letter: E-Easy (IS-E+)  

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Bebra Railroad Marshalling Yards 

Target City: Bebra, Germany Sent:  31 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Hill William M  2nd Lt 1st Pilot 

Haynes Robert B  2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Golub Eugene E  2nd Lt Navigator 

Evans Robert G  S/Sgt Nose Turret Gunner 

Boyko Sam (nmi)  S/Sgt Engineer 

Crossland Robert (nmi)  Sgt Radio Operator 

Stockdale Charles F  Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Hahn Paul S  Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

 
MONDAY, 4 DECEMBER 1944 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 736: 
1,191 bombers and 977 fighters are dispatched to make PFF attacks on rail targets in Germany; 3 
bombers and 3 fighters are lost: 
 
419 B-17s are dispatched to hit marshalling yards at Kassel (212) and Soest (188); 2 others hit targets 
of opportunities; 4 B-17s are damaged beyond repair and 3 damaged. Escorting are 375 P-47s and P-
51s; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA). 
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315 B-24s are sent to hit the Bebra marshalling yard (199); targets of opportunity are 
marshalling yards at Koblenz (78) and Giessen (21) and other (1); 1 B-24 is lost and 15 damaged; 10 
airmen are MIA. Escorting were 290 P-47s and P-51s; they claim 6-0-11 aircraft on the ground. 
 
457 B-17s are sent to hit marshalling yards at Mainz (221) and Giessen (62); targets of opportunity are 
the Freiburg marshalling yard (119), Fulda (24), barges on the Rhine River (11) and other (6); 2 B-17s 
are lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 106 damaged; 1 airman is WIA and 18 MIA. Escorting were 238 
of 244 P-51s; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA). 
 
Mission 737: 
10 of 11 B-17s and B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands, France, and Germany during the night. 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #3 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 10 x 500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 4 x 500 lb. AN-M7 
Incendiary Cluster bombs. 

 
Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
 

Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission 
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Bebra railroad marshalling yard 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 4 

Date: 05 Dec 44 

Mission #: 199 

Position #: 31 

Acft Type: B-24J-1 FO 

Tail No: 42-50722 

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)  

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Münster Railroad Marshalling Yards 

Target City: Münster, Germany Sent:  34 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Hines Howard E   2nd Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D   S/Sgt Engineer 

Posner Aaron A   Sgt Radio Operator 

Cobb Richard M   Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Simon Taffe S   Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

 
TUESDAY, 5 DECEMBER 1944 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
3 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 738: 
589 bombers and 884 fighters are dispatched to make attacks on Germany; an estimated 275-300 
Luftwaffe fighters attack and AAF fighters claim 90-7-30 aircraft; 12 bombers and 17 fighters are lost: 
 
451 B-17s are dispatched to make PFF attacks on munitions and tank plants at Berlin (404); targets of 
opportunity are Nienburg (2) and other (23); 12 B-17s are lost and 169 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 8 
WIA and 115 MIA. Escorting are 630 of 711 P-51s; they claim 90-7-23 aircraft in the air and 0-0-2 on 
the ground; 15 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair. 
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114 of 129 B-24s hit the marshalling yard at Münster; 10 B-24s are damaged. Escorting are 141 
P-47s and P-51s; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 P-47 damaged beyond repair. 
 
6 of 6 B-24s fly a screening mission. 
 
23 of 25 P-51s fly a scouting mission. 
 
Mission 739: 
This is an APHRODITE mission with 2 B-17 Castor drones, 3 B-17 control and observation aircraft, a P-
38 observation aircraft and 17 of 17 P-51s as escort; the P-51s claim 1-0-0 aircraft. 
 
Mission 740: 
11 of the 14 B-17s and 8 B-24s dispatched drop leaflets in the Netherlands, France and Germany. 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #4 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 10x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
 

Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission 
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Münster Railroad Marshalling Yards 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 5 

Date: 10 Dec 44 

Mission #: 200 

Position #: 14 

Acft Type: B-24J-1 FO 

Tail No: 42-50722 

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)  

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Bingen Railroad Marshalling Yards 

Target City: Bingen, Germany Sent:  20 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Hines Howard E   2nd Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Schumaker Jack J   1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D   Sgt Engineer 

Callaghan John G   T/Sgt Radio Operator 

Cobb Richard M   Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Simon Taffe S   Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthomy J Jr Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

 
SUNDAY, 10 DECEMBER 1944 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
Mission 745: 
534 bombers and 690 fighters are dispatched to make PFF attacks and a fighter sweep in Germany; 2 
fighters are lost: 
 
173 of 225 B-24s hit the marshalling yard at Bingen and 3 hit targets of opportunity; 4 B-24s are 
damaged. Escorting are 287 P-47s and P-51s; 1 P-47 and 1 P-51 are lost and 1 P-47 and 1 P-51 are 
damaged beyond repair. 
 
277 of 309 B-17s hit the Lutzel marshalling yard at Koblenz and 13 hit targets of opportunity; 2 B-17s 
are damaged beyond repair and 27 damaged; 2 airmen are KIA. Escorting are 226 P-47s and P-51s 
without loss. 
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96 of 111 P-51s make a fighter sweep E of the bomber's targets; they claim 0-0-1 aircraft; 1 P-51 is lost 
(pilot MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair. 
 

Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #5 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 40x100 lb. AN-M30 General Purpose bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
 
Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission 
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Bingen Railroad Marshalling Yards 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 

  

Page 54 of 285



Indv Msn #: 6 

Date: 11 Dec 44 

Mission #: 201 

Position #: 14 

Acft Type: B-24J-1 FO 

Tail No: 42-50722 

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)  

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Hanau Railroad Marshalling Yards (‘B’ Group) 

Target City: Hanau, Germany Sent:  23 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Hines Howard E   2nd Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Schumaker Jack J   1st Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Durant Merlin D   T/Sgt Engineer 

Callaghan John G   T/Sgt Radio Operator 

Cobb Richard M   Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Simon Taffe S   Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

 
MONDAY, 11 DECEMBER 1944 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 746: 
The largest number of bombers so far dispatched, 1,586, and 841 fighters are sent to hit rail targets and 
bridges in W Germany using PFF means; 5 bombers and 2 fighters are lost: 
 
319 of 334 B-17s hit the marshalling yard at Frankfurt; 2 others hit targets of opportunity; 2 B-17s are 
damaged beyond repair and 9 damaged. Escorting are 167 of 181 P-51s without loss. 
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297 of 353 B-24s hit the marshalling yard at Hanau; 5 hit the secondary, Karlsruhe, and 2 hit targets of 
opportunity; 4 B-24s are lost and 7 damaged; 36 airmen are MIA. Escorting are 143 of 159 P-51s; 1 P-
51 is lost (pilot MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair. 
 
353 of 540 B-17s hit the marshalling yard at Giessen; 135 hit the secondary, the marshalling yard at 
Koblenz; targets of opportunity are Euskirchen (12) and other (11); 1 B-17 is damaged beyond repair 
and 9 damaged; 2 airmen are WIA. Escort is provided by 349 P-47s and P-51s; they claim 0-0-1 aircraft 
on the ground; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair. 
 
171 of 182 B-17s hit bridges at Mannheim; 1 B-17 is lost and 18 damaged; 9 airmen are MIA. Escorting 
are 54 of 59 P-51s without loss. 
 
154 of 177 B-24s hit a bridge at Maximiliansau (Force ‘A’); 23 others hit the secondary 
(Force ‘B’), the marshalling yard at Hanau; 8 B-24s are damaged; 2 airmen are MIA. Escorting are 
34 of 37 P-47s without loss. 
 
30 of 30 P-51s fly a scouting mission. 
 
Mission 747: 
3 B-17s and 8 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany; 1 B-24 is lost. 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #6 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 40 x 100 lb. AN-M30 General Purpose bombs and 1 x 500 lb. AN-M17 
Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs. 

 

Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
 
Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission 
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Hanau Railroad Marshalling Yards 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 7 

Date: 24 Dec 44 

Mission #: 205 

Position #: 39 

Acft Type: B-24J-1 FO 

Tail No: 42-50722 

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)  

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Military Communications Center 

Target City: Bitburg, Germany Sent:  45 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Hines Howard E   2nd Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Schumaker Jack J   1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D   T/Sgt Engineer 

Callaghan John G   T/Sgt Radio Operator 

Cobb Richrd M   Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Simon Taffe S   Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

 
SUNDAY, 24 DECEMBER 1944 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
AIRBORNE OPERATIONS (IX Troop Carrier Command): 
  
160 C-47s drop 160 tons of supplies at Bastogne, Belgium. 
  
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
  
2 missions are flown. 
  
Mission 759: 
10 of 12 B-24s hit the La Pallice coastal battery in France without loss.  
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Mission 760: 
A high-pressure front across W Europe brings clear weather and the Eighth AF launches a maximum 
effort against airfields and communications in W Germany; this was the largest air strike of WWII; 2,034 
bombers and 853 fighters are dispatched; they claim 92-6-21 Luftwaffe aircraft; 12 bombers and 10 
fighters are lost: 
  
858 B-17s are dispatched to hit airfields at Darmstadt (189), Frankfurt-Rheine (143), Bilbis (100), 
Babenhausen (96), Zellhausen (85) and Gross Ostheim (60); secondary targets hit are marshalling yards 
at Pforzheim (37) and Kaisereslautern (24) and Haildraum (60); 26 targets of opportunity are hit by 37 
B-17s; they claim 18-5-1 aircraft; 8 B-17s are lost, 11 damaged beyond repair and 337 damaged; 15 
airmen are KIA, 21 WIA and 76 MIA. Escorting are 343 of 358 P-51s; they claim 53-0-6 aircraft; 7 P-51s 
are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair. 
  
542 B-17s are dispatched to hit the Merzhausen air depot (198) and airfields at Giessen (74), Kirchgons 
(54), Nidda (53) and Ettinghausen (43); secondary targets hit are Koblenz (42), Darmstadt (7), 
Kaisereslautern (5) and Babenhausen (4); 20 B-17s hit a target of opportunity; 2 B-17s are lost, 9 
damaged beyond repair and 109 damaged; 21 airmen are KIA, 23 WIA and 18 MIA. Escort is provided 
by 350 of 368 P-51s; they claim 13-1-13 aircraft; 3 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond 
repair. 
  
634 B-24s are dispatched to hit communication centers at Euskirchen (62), Wittlich (62), 
Gerolstein (59), Mayen (59), Ahrweiler (54), Bitburg (35), Eller (32), Pfazel (28), Ruwer (27), 
Schonecken (26), Rheinbach (25), Daun (24), Wetteldorf (18), and Cochem (11); 75 others hit 18 targets 
of opportunity; 2 B-24s are lost, 3 damaged beyond repair and 150 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 5 WIA 
and 20 MIA. Escorting are 87 of 92 P-47s and P-51s; they claim 4-0-0 aircraft without loss. 
 
  

Page 62 of 285



Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #7 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Unable to determine bomb loads per aircraft due to the varying loads as a result of be assigned 
multiple targets. 

 
Tactical Mission Report: 
 No Tactical Mission Report or Statistical Analysis Report from either the 445th Bomb Group, 2nd 
Bomb Wing, or 2nd Bomb Division are available. 
 
Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission reported by the unit adjutant. 
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Bitburg Communications Center 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 8 

Date: 29 Dec 44 

Mission #: 208 

Position #: 14 

Acft Type: B-24J-1 FO 

Tail No: 42-50722 

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)  

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Zülpich Communications Center 

Target City: Zülpich, Germany Sent:  31 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Hines Howard E   2nd Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Schumaker Jack J   1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D   T/Sgt Engineer 

McClendon Robert L   T/Sgt Radio Operator 

Cobb Richrd M   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Simon Taffe S   Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

 
FRIDAY, 29 DECEMBER 1944 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
Mission 769: 
827 bombers and 724 fighters hit communications targets in W Germany; 4 bombers and 3 fighters are 
lost: 
 
219 B-17s are dispatched to hit marshalling yards at Frankfurt (124), and Aschaffenburg (67); 10 hit the 
secondary, the Frankfurt S marshalling yard; and 9 hit a target of opportunity; 1 B-17s is lost, 2 damaged 
beyond repair and 101 damaged; 5 airmen are WIA and 12 MIA. Escorting are 267 of 282 P-51s; 2 are 
lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair. 
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304 B-17s are sent to hit the Bingen marshalling yard (144), Bullay rail bridge (74) and communication 
center at Wittlich (50); targets of opportunity are Grosslittgen (12) and one near Diekirch (13); 2 B-17s 
are lost and 132 damaged; 11 airmen are WIA and 15 MIA. Escorting are 61 of 64 P-51s; 1 is lost. 
 
262 B-24s are sent to hit communications centers at Schleiden (9), Zülpich (31), Stadtkyll (32) 
and Drum (10), the Irlich rail bridge (51), the Gerolstein marshalling yard (26) and the Remagen Bridge 
(30); targets of opportunity are Fensbach (19), Duppach (8) and 10 others; 1 B-24 is lost, 3 damaged 
beyond repair and 95 damaged; 17 airmen are KIA and 5 WIA. Escort is provided by 106 of 119 P-51s 
without loss. 
 
38 B-17s are sent to hit the Lunebach communications center (35); 1 hits the Telm marshalling yard; 23 
B-17s are damaged. Escorting are 101 of 104 P-51s without loss. 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #8 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 20x250 lb. AN-M57 General Purpose bombs.  
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Tactical Mission Report: 

 

 

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
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Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission 
 

 

Zülpich Communications Center 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 9 

Date: 02 Jan 45 

Mission #: 212 

Position #: 14 

Acft Type: B-24J-1 FO 

Tail No: 42-50722 

Call Letter: H-How (IS-H+)  

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Köblenz/Güls Railroad Bridge 

Target City: Köblenz, Germany Sent:  29 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Hines Howard E   2nd Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Lupher Harry M Jr Flt/Off Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Schumaker Jack J   1st Lt Bombardier 

Nelson Donald E   T/Sgt Engineer 

Bally Carl F   T/Sgt Radio Operator 

Tate James O   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Cobb Richard M   Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

 
TUESDAY, 2 JANUARY 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 776: 
1,011 bombers and 503 fighters are dispatched to attack communications and tactical targets in W 
Germany visually and using Gee-H; 4 bombers and 3 fighters are lost: 
 
299 B-17s are dispatched to hit the Gerolstein marshalling yard (74) and communications centers are 
Mayen (68), Prum (34), Daun (34), Kyllburg (37) and Bitburg (36); 3 others hit a target of opportunity; 
70 B-17s are damaged. Escorting are 128 of 130 P-51s; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA) and 1 damaged beyond 
repair. 
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296 B-24s are dispatched to hit the Lutzel (65) and Güls (59) rail bridges at Köblenz plus rail 
bridges at Irlich (59), Remagen (56) and Engers (43); 3 others hit a target of opportunity; 1 B-24 is 
damaged beyond repair and 26 damaged. The escort is 215 P-47s and P-51s without loss. 
 
410 B-17s are sent to hit marshalling yards at Bad Kreuznach (73) and Ehrang (66), a rail junction at 
Bad Kreuznach (67), a rail bridge at Kaisereslautern (34) and tank concentrations at Lebach (128); 
targets of opportunity are marshalling yards at St Wendell (11) and Trier (3) and other (3); 4 B-17s are 
lost, 2 damaged beyond repair and 36 damaged; 10 airmen are KIA, 2 WIA and 37 MIA. Escort is 
provided by 125 of 127 P-51s; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA). 
 
6 of 6 B-17s fly a screening force mission. 
 
23 P-51s escort 6 F-5s and a Spitfire on a photo reconnaissance mission over Germany. 
 
Mission 777: 
2 B-17s and 6 B-24s drop leaflets in France and Germany during the night. 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note of mission #9 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 3x2,000 lb. AN-M34 General Purpose bombs. 
 
Tactical Mission Report: 
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Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission. 
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Köblenz/Güls Railroad Bridge 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 

 
  

Page 75 of 285



Indv Msn #: 10 

Date: 28 Jan 45 

Mission #: 223 

Position #: 14 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO 

Tail No: 42-51547 

Call Letter: B-Baker (IS-B+) 

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Kaisersthul Benzol Refinery 

Target City: Dortmund, Germany Sent:  19 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Hines Howard E   2nd Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Lupher Harry M Jr 2nd Lt Navigator 

Pohner William R   Flt/Off Pilotage Navigator 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   Sgt Radio Operator 

Rausch Karl H   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Kaufmann Charles F   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

 
SUNDAY, 28 JANUARY 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 809: 
With the prospect of improved weather over Germany, 1,006 bombers and 249 fighters are dispatched 
to hit marshalling yards, bridges and benzyl plants at Dortmund; 10 bombers are lost: 
 
225 B-24s are sent to hit oil targets at Kaiserstuhl (115), Dortmund (19) and Gneisenau (58); 
targets of opportunity are Lippstadt (9), Neheim (5) and other (11); bombing is by Gee-H; 7 B-24s are 
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lost, 2 damaged beyond repair and 97 damaged; 2 airmen are KIA, 7 WIA and 71 MIA. Escorting are 68 
of 77 P-51s. 
 
421 B-17s are sent to hit the Gremberg marshalling yard at Cologne (273) and the Hohenzollern Bridge 
at Cologne (69); secondary targets are Gutersloh (31) and Bielefeld (7); 3 others hit a target of 
opportunity; Gee-H and H2X radar are used to bomb; 3 B-17s are lost and 172 damaged; 4 airmen are 
WIA and 35 MIA. The escort is 69 of 76 P-51s. 
 
360 B-17s are dispatched to hit the Hohenbudberg marshalling yard (169) and Rheinhausen Bridge at 
Duisburg (80); 10 hit the secondary, the highway bridge at Duisburg; targets of opportunity are 
Friemersheim (13) and other (2); some targets are hit visually while others are hit using Micro H; 2 B-
17s are damaged beyond repair and 195 damaged; 14 airmen are KIA and 20 WIA. 35 of 38 P-51s escort 
the B-17s. 
 
40 P-51s fly a sweep of the tactical area escorting Ninth AF B-26s. 
 
13 of 18 P-51s fly a scouting mission. 
 
Mission 810: 
2 B-17s and 6 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands, Luxembourg, and Germany during the night. 
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Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #10 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 6x1,000 lb. AN-M44 General Purpose bombs 
 
Tactical Mission Report: 
 No post-mission report available in records from 445th Bomb Group, 2nd Bomb Wing, or 2nd Air 
Division. There were some radio teletype strike reports, but the text was unreadable. 
 
Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission. 
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Hoesch-Benzin GmbH benzol-oil plant in Dortmund 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 11 

Date: 25 Feb 45 

Mission #: 238 

Position #: 25 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-20 FO 

Tail No: 44-48844 

Call Letter: B-Baker (RN-B) 

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Giebelstadt Airfield 

Target City: Giebelstadt, Germany Sent:  31 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   1st Lt 1s Pilot 

Wilgus James R   1st Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George N   2nd Lt Navigator 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   S/Sgt Radio Operator 

Rausch Karl H   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Kaufmann Charles F   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Extra Gunner 

 
SUNDAY, 25 FEBRUARY 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 847: 
1,197 bombers and 755 fighters are dispatched to hit tank factories, airfields associated with jet aircraft, 
oil depots and rail targets visually; they claim 34-0-21 Luftwaffe aircraft; 5 bombers and 8 fighters are 
lost: 
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377 B-17s are sent to hit the Maybach tank factory at Friedrichshafen (63) using Gee-H, and the station 
and marshalling yard (73) and oil storage tanks and marshalling yard (174) at Munich; 51 hit the 
secondary target, the marshalling yard at Ulm; 1 other hit Kitzingen, a target of opportunity; 2 B-17s 
are lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 135 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 2 WIA and 18 MIA. Escorting are 
136 of 149 P-51s; they claim 1-0-2 aircraft on the ground; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA). 
 
452 B-17s are dispatched to hit the marshalling yard at Munich (315) and Neuburg (88); targets of 
opportunity are Kaufbeuren (13), Ludwigsfeldt marshalling yard (12), Kempten (1), Durladingen (2), 
Rortwell (1) and other (5); 3 B-17s are lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 197 damaged; 1 airman is 
KIA, 3 WIA and 27 MIA. 140 of 145 P-51s escort and claim 2-0-3 aircraft on the ground. 
 
368 B-24s are sent to hit the marshalling yard (115) and tank factory (54) at Aschaffenburg and the 
airfields at Giebelstadt (96) and Schwabishch Hall (93); 1 B-24 is damaged beyond repair and 31 
damaged; 3 airmen are KIA and 6 WIA. The escort is 126 of 135 P-51s. 
 
262 P-47s and P-51s fly close escort and area patrols claiming 21-0-4 aircraft in the air and 10-0-12 on 
the ground; 6 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 P-47 is damaged beyond repair. 
 
8 P-51s escort 4 F-5s on a photo reconnaissance mission over Germany. 
 
32 of 34 P-51s fly a scouting mission. 
 
Mission 848: 
12 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany during the night. 
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Personal note on mission #10 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 10x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 4x500 lb. AN-M17 Aimable 
Incendiary Cluster bombs 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
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Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission. 
 
Target Data: 
© Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 - 1945 database, used with permission of Henry L. deZeng IV. 
 
Giebelstadt (GER) 
(49 39 10 N – 09 58 30 E) 
 
General: Fliegerhorst in Bavaria 15 km S of Würzburg and 1.6 km E of the village of Giebelstadt. 
 
History: construction began in late summer 1934 and was completed June 1935.  The infrastructure, 
especially the housing area, was designed to reflect a so-called “Luftwaffe Modern” style and on 
completion the base was considered one of the most attractive in Germany. Officially designated a 
Luftwaffe Fliegerhorstkommandantur by fall 1935. Hitler visited the airfield on 17 September 1936. From 
June 1940 to 1944, Giebelstadt was used by the Ergänzungsgruppe (reserve training group) of several 
bomber units and briefly by other units that arrived to rest and refit or to convert from one type of 
aircraft to another. In 1944 Giebelstadt was selected as an active base for jet aircraft and a great deal 
of hurried construction took place. 
 
Dimensions: approx. 915 x 915 meters (1,000 x 1,000 yards). 
 
Runway: had one 2,500-meter concrete runway just completed (Sep 44) and a paved taxiway. A 600-
meter runway extension was under construction. Starting platforms have been built along the E and W 
boundaries at the N end of the runway. Obstruction lighting, flare path, beam approach and visual Lorenz 
for night landings.  
 
Infrastructure: multiple refueling points, munitions dump and communications facilities. One very 
large, 5 large and 1 medium hangar in three clusters on the N and E boundaries and at the SE corner, 
all with paved aprons. Additional workshop buildings around the hangars. The very large hangar was 
probably for repairs. Station HQ, flight control and supply buildings located on the N side of the field 
among the hangars. Barracks, quarters, messes, and canteens/clubs were in a wooded area at the NE 
corner. A single- track branch rail line was run to the airfield. 
 
Dispersal: two remote areas to the N and E of the field were under construction in Sep 44. 
 
Defenses: Flak positions were located about 1 km off the N boundary and at the SW corner. 
  
Remarks: 

• 09 Aug 44: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s – claimed 5 x Bf 109s, 5 x Bf 110s 
and 4 x Me 210s destroyed, plus 10 x Bf 110s, 1 x Me 210 and 1 x Fw 200 damaged. 

• 09 Sep 44: bombed by 112 B-17 Fortresses. 
• 03 Oct 44: bombed by 49 B-17s. 
• 06 Jan 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s – claimed 9 x Ju 88s, 2 x Do 217s 

and 3 x unidentified aircraft destroyed. 
• 13 Jan 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s – claimed 1 x Me 262, 1 x Ju 88 and 

1 x Do 217 destroyed, plus 1 x Ju 88 damaged. 
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• 16 Jan 45: low-level attack – 1 x Me 262 A-1 from II./KG(J) 54 destroyed on the ground. 
• 06 Feb 45: low-level attack by 9th AAF P-47 fighter-bombers – 1 x Fw 190 from I./KG(J) 54 

damaged. 
• 11 Feb 45: low-level attack by 9th AAF P-47 fighter-bombers – 1 x Fw 190 claimed destroyed. 
• 20 Feb 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s – 1 x Me 262 A-1 from I./KG(J) 54 

damaged and 1 x He 177 damaged. (German report). The Allied fighters claimed 2 x Bf 109s and 
1 x Ju 88 destroyed. 

• 21 Feb 45: low-level attack by approx. 11 P-51s – 1 x Me 262 A-1 and 1 x Bü 181 C-3 from 
I./KG(J) 54 destroyed or damaged. (German report) 

• 23 Feb 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s – claimed 1 x He 177 destroyed and 
another damaged. 

• 25 Feb 45: bombed by 96 B-24 Liberators – 4 Me 262 A-1s and 2 x Bü 181 C-3s from I./KG(J) 
54 destroyed or damaged; 1 KIA and 2 WIA. (445th Bomb Group Mission #238 – 31 B-24’s 
dropped 188x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 100x500 lb. AN-M17 
Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs) 

• 19 Mar 45: low-level attack by approx. 8 P-51s – 3 x Me 262 A-1 from KG(J) 54 destroyed or 
damaged. (German report) 

• 21 Mar 45: strafed by 36 P-51 Mustangs – German accounts state there was little damage aside 
from a single Me 262 shot down while attempting to land. 

• 22 Mar 45: bombed by 75 B-24s – 11 x Me 262 A-1s and 2 x Bf 109s from KG(J) 54 destroyed 
or damaged plus 2 x Ju 88s destroyed; runway and the western third of the landing area heavily 
cratered; Me 262 operations no longer possible. (German report) 

• 01 Apr 45: airfield taken by elements of the U.S. 12th Armored Div. The landing area was heavily 
cratered, and many buildings had been destroyed. 

 
Operational Units: Fliegergruppe Giebelstadt (Oct 35 – Apr 36); I./KG 155 (Apr 36 – Feb 38); III./KG 
355 (Jul 38 – May 39); III./KG 53 (May 39 – Feb 40); I./KG 2 (Feb-May 40); I./KG 76 (Oct 40 – Mar 41); 
/KG 1 (Jun 41); Stab, I./KG 77 (Dec 41 – Jan 42); II./KG 76 (Apr-May 42); III./KG 100 (Aug-Sep 44); 
Stab and I./KG(J) 54 (Aug 44 – Mar 45); Stab, I./KG 51 (Mar 45). 
 
School Units:  Verkehrsfliegerschule (Commercial Aviation School) Giebelstadt (Jun-Sep 35). 
 
Reserve Training & Replacement Units: Schulstaffel/KG 53 (Jun – Sep 40); IV./KG 76 (Apr 41 – 
Sep 42); IV./KG 100 (May 43 – Sep 44)?; 
 
Station Commands: Fl.H.Kdtr. L Giebelstadt (1940); Fl.H.Kdtr. A(o) 10/XII (Apr-Jun 44); Fl.H.Kdtr. 
A(o) 26/VII (Jun 44 – Apr 45). 
 
Kommandant (mainly prior to the establishment of numbered station commands – not 
complete): Obstlt. Heinrich Christenn (? - ?)  9/39; Oberst Johann Gehfink ( ? - Aug 43) 3/43; Obstlt. 
Georg Kugel  (Aug 43 - ?). 
 
Station Units (on various dates – not complete): Stab/2. Fliegerdivision (Sep 44); Koflug 
Giebelstadt (Jul 39 – c.Aug 40); 8.Flugh.Betr.Kp./KG 53; Werft-Abt. (v) 117/XII (1944-45); 
schw.Feldwerft-Abt. V/30 (Mar 45); 118. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep 44); 129. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep 
44); 136. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep ; 3. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (S) (Sep 44); 4. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (S) (Sep 44); 
Flugh.Betr.Kp. (FK) 3 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 2 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 7 (Sep 44); 

Page 88 of 285



Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 8 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 9 (Sep 44); D 1 R – Nachschublager d.Lw. 1/XII 
(1944-45); Lw.-Bau-Btl. 6/XIII (Apr 40); Startbahnbauzug 1 (summer 44); E-Hafen-Ausrüstungs-
Kolonne (mot) Giebelstadt. 
 

 

Giebelstadt Airfield – circles indicate Me 262 jet fighters 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 12 

Date: 27 Feb 45 

Mission #: 240 

Position #: 37 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-20 FO 

Tail No: 44-48851 

Call Letter: C-Charlie (MK-C+) 

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Halle Railroad Marshalling Yards 

Target City: Halle, Germany Sent:  42 Lost:  2 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   I 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   H Co-Pilot 

Freeman George N   H Navigator 

Pohner William H   H Pilotage Navigator 

Curran William J   H Radar Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   I Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D   E Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   D Radio Operator 

Rausch Karl H   D Left Waist Gunner 

Kaufmann Charles F   D Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr D Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   D Extra Gunner 

 
TUESDAY, 27 FEBRUARY 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 851: 
1,107 bombers and 745 fighters are dispatched to hit road and rail communications at Halle and Leipzig 
using H2X radar; they claim 83-0-19 Luftwaffe aircraft; 2 B-24s and 2 P-51s are lost: 
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314 of 351 B-24s hit the marshalling yard at Halle; targets of opportunity are Bitterfeld (21) and 
other (3); 2 B-24s are lost and 4 damaged; 1 airman is KIA and 18 MIA. Escorting are 196 P-47s and P-
51s; they claim 1-0-0 aircraft in the air and 45-0-3 on the ground; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA). 
 
717 of 756 B-17s hit the rail center at Leipzig; 7 others hit targets of opportunity; 1 B-17 is damaged 
beyond repair and 3 damaged; 2 airmen are KIA. The escort is 453 of 489 P-51s; they claim 1-0-0 
aircraft in the air and 36-0-16 on the ground without loss. 
 
28 P-51s fly a scouting mission without loss. 
 
13 P-51s escort 2 F-5s and 2 Spitfires on a photo reconnaissance mission over C and E Germany. 
 
Mission 852: 
During the night of 27/28 Feb 23 of 26 B-24s bomb Wilhelmshaven oil storage by PFF without loss and 
1 B-17 and 11 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany. 
 

 

Personal note on mission #11 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 9x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs. 
 
Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
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Losses: 

- There were two losses on this mission: 
• MACR #12778; Aircraft: 42-51506, Named: un-named; 1st Pilot: 2nd Lt Vitkavage; 

Casualties: 2 KIA, 7 POW; Reason For Loss: Damaged by flak over Halle M/Y, 1 engine 
feathered falling out of formation, shot down by flak near Betzenhausen, Germany. 

• MACR # 12794; Aircraft: 42-51518, Named: un-named; 1st Pilot: 2nd Lt Weaver; 
Casualties: 6 KIA, 3 POW; Reason For Loss: Hit by flak over the target, blew off right 
wing between fuselage and #3 engine. 

 

 

Halle Railroad Marshalling Yards 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 13 

Date: 28 Feb 45 

Mission #: 241 

Position #: 25 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-20 FO 

Tail No: 44-48851 

Call Letter: C-Charlie (MK-C+) 

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Arnsberg Railroad Viaducts 

Target City: Arnsberg, Germany Sent:  31 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   I 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   H Co-Pilot 

Freeman George N   H Navigator 

Pohner William H   H Pilotage Navigator 

Curran William J   H Radar Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   I Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D   E Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   D Radio Operator 

Kaufmann Charles F   D Left Waist Gunner 

Rausch Karl H   D Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr D Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   D Extra Gunner 

 
WEDNESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
3 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 854: 
1,104 bombers and 737 fighters are dispatched to make PFF attacks on rail targets in Germany; they 
claim 18-0-11 Luftwaffe aircraft; 1 B-17 and 5 P-51s are lost: 
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378 B-17s are sent to hit marshalling yards at Soest (143), Hagen (151) and Schwerte (74) using Gee-
H; 1 other hits a target of opportunity; 1 B-17s is lost; 3 airmen are MIA. 106 of 112 P-51s escort without 
loss. 
 
346 B-24s are dispatched to hit the Arnsberg (95) and Bielefeld (81) railroad viaducts, the 
Siegen marshalling yard (77) and the Henschel tank plant at Meschede (79); 1 other hits the Neustadt 
road junction, a target of opportunity; all attacks are made using Gee-H; no casualties. Escorting are 
117 of 123 P-51s; 1 is lost (pilot MIA). 
 
364 of 380 B-17s hit the marshalling yard at Kassel, the secondary target; 6 others hit 6 targets of 
opportunity; the attacks are made using H2X radar; no casualties. The escort is 113 of 118 P-51s; they 
claim 0-0-1 aircraft in the air and 10-0-4 on the ground; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA). 
 
308 of 318 P-51s fly a strafing run in the Wurzburg-Munich area; they claim 8-0-6 aircraft on the ground; 
3 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA). 
 
18 of 20 P-47s fly a fighter-bomber mission against Abler, Offenbach and Werdorf marshalling yards and 
factory buildings without loss. 
 
16 P-51s escort 4 F-5s and 1 Spitfire on a photo reconnaissance mission over Germany. 
 
Mission 855: 
11 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany during the night without loss. 1 Mosquito flies a 
SKYWAVE mission over Germany. (SKYWAVE is a special navigational mission to calibrate LORAN 
equipment.) 
  
Mission 856: 
22 of 24 B-24s bomb the Freiburg rail depot during the night using PFF methods: no losses. 
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Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #12 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 10x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 1x500 lb. AN-M17 Aimable 
Incendiary Cluster bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
 
Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission 
 

 

Arnsberg Railroad Viaduct is destroyed 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 14 

Date: 07 Mar 45 

Mission #: 247 

Position #: 13 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO 

Tail No: 42-51547 

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+) 

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Soest Railroad Marshalling Yard 

Target City: Soest, Germany Sent:  21 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   1st Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George N   2nd Lt Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   S/Sgt Radio Operator 

Rausch Karl H   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Kaufmann Charles F   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

 
WEDNESDAY, 7 MARCH 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
3 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 869: 
946 bombers and 322 fighters are dispatched to hit oil and communication targets using PFF; 1 P-51 is 
lost: 
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246 B-24s are sent to hit the marshalling yard at Soest (144) and the Schidesche water viaduct 
at Bielefeld (80); Gee-H and H2X radar are used for bombing; 1 B-24 is damaged beyond repair and 3 
damaged; 10 airmen are KIA. Escorting are 77 P-47s and P-51s. 
 
344 B-17s are dispatched to bomb the Horderverein (24) and Harpenerweg (62) oil refineries at 
Dortmund; secondary targets hit are the marshalling yards at Paderborn (11), Siegen (113) and Giessen 
(87); Gee-H and H2X radar are used; 1 B-17 is damaged beyond repair and 20 damaged; 1 airman is 
KIA. The escort is 74 of 85 P-51s. 
 
340 B-17s are sent to hit the Emscherlippe benzyl plant at Datteln (173) and the Rauxel benzyl plant at 
Castrop (77); secondary targets hit are the marshalling yards at Siegen (43) and Giessen (28); 1 other 
hits a 
target of opportunity; Micro H and H2X radar are used; 56 B-17s are damaged. 75 of 76 P-51s escort 
the bombers. 
 
Mission 870: 
11 of 12 B-24s drop leaflets in Germany and the Netherlands. 
 
Mission 871: 
19 of 20 B-24s bomb Dortmund during the night using PFF; 1 B-24 is lost. 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #14 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 10 x 500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 2 x 500 lb. AN-M7 
Incendiary Cluster bombs. 

Tactical Mission Report: 

 

Page 108 of 285



 

Page 109 of 285



 

Page 110 of 285



 

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 

Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission. 

 

Soest railroad marshalling yard 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©  
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Indv Msn #: 15 

Date: 11 Mar 45 

Mission #: 251 

Position #: 25 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO 

Tail No: 42-51547 

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+) 

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Deutsche Werke/Krupp Germania Submarine Pens 

Target City: Kiel, Germany Sent:  33 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   1st Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George N   2nd Lt Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin D   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   S/Sgt Radio Operator 

Rausch Karl H   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Kaufmann Charles F   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

 
SUNDAY, 11 MARCH 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 881: 
1,256 bombers and 814 fighters are dispatched to make H2X radar attacks on U-boat yards at Kiel and 
Bremen and the shipyard and refinery area at Hamburg, Germany; 1 B-17 and 4 P-51s are lost: 
 
344 of 352 B-24s attack the Krupp Germania U-boat yard at Kiel; 2 B-24s are damaged. 232 P-
47s and P-51s escort; 1 P-51 is lost. 
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469 of 485 B-17s hit the Wilhemsburg oil refinery at Hamburg; 1 other hits a target of opportunity; 1 B-
17 is lost and 41 damaged; 3 airmen are WIA and 10 MIA. Escorting are 252 of 265 P-51s; 2 are lost. 
 
406 of 413 B-17s hit the Deschimag U-boat yard at Bremen; 9 B-17s are damaged. 237 of 255 P-51s 
escort; 1 is lost. 
 
Mission 882: 
11 of 12 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany during the night without loss. 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #15 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 12 x 500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 

Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission. 
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Kiel Krupp Germania Submarine Pen 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 16 

Date: 18 Mar 45 

Mission #: 255 

Position #: 25 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-20 FO 

Tail No: 44-48851 

Call Letter: C-Charlie (MK-C+) 

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Armored Fighting Vehicle Assembly Plant 

Target City: Henningsdorf, Germany / Tegel, Germany Sent:  33 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   1st Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George (nmi)   2nd Lt Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin (nmi)   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   T/Sgt Radio Operator 

Volk Albert L   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Bergstrand Richard H   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Frantz Anthony P   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J   S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

 
SUNDAY, 18 MARCH 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 894: 
1,329 bombers and 733 fighters are dispatched to hit railway stations and tanks plants in the Berlin area; 
the attacks are made both visually and with H2X radar; the Luftwaffe makes it's most concentrated and 
successful attacks with Me 262s to date; the AAF claims 21-1-5 Luftwaffe aircraft; 13 bombers (8 to flak) 
and 6 fighters are lost: 
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421 of 450 B-17s hit the Schlesischer rail station in Berlin; 13 hit the secondary target, Zehdnuk; and 1 
hits Vechta, a target of opportunity; they claim 6-0-0 aircraft; 5 B-17s are lost, 8 damaged beyond repair 
and 268 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 18 WIA and 49 MIA. 179 of 199 P-51s escort; they claim 4-0-2 
aircraft; 2 P-51s are lost. 
 
495 of 530 B-17s hit the Nord rail station in Berlin; targets of opportunity are Ludwigslust (3) and other 
(3); they claim 1-1-1 aircraft; 7 B-17s are lost, 6 damaged beyond repair and 319 damaged; 1 airman 
is KIA, 12 WIA and 79 MIA. Escorting are 219 of 238 P-51s; they claim 7-0-1 aircraft; 2 P-51s are lost. 
 
347 B-24s are sent to hit the Tegel (225) and Henningsdorf (80) tank factories in Berlin; 
targets of opportunity are Oranienburg (9), Uelzen (9) and other (3); 1 B-24 is lost, 1 damaged beyond 
repair and 127 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 1 WIA and 11 MIA. The escort is 254 P-51s; they claim 3-0-
1 aircraft; 2 P-51s are lost. 
 
Mission 895: 
10 of 12 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany during the night without loss. 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #16 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 42x100 lb. AN-M41 Incendiary bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
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Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission 
 

 

Henningsdorf Tank Factory 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Loss of a personal friend: 
On 20 Mar 45 S/Sgt William D. West, Jr. of De Ridder, Louisiana was Killed In Action on a bombing 
mission to Heligoland Island. Willie was the left waist gunner on Capt. John W. Barker’s crew. 
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Sgt Wiliam D. West, Jr. 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 

 
  

Page 128 of 285



Heligoland Island was the Luftwaffe’s anti-aircraft gunnery training center. The gunnery school trained 
all of the gun crews on visually sighted and radar controlled anti-aircraft guns. A pilot from the 700th 
Bomb Squadron, 1st Lt. Thomas Shafer once had a close encounter with the gunnery school. 
 
On a previous mission to Heligoland the flak was so intense that they abandoned the mission and made 
a sharp left turn to return to England. Lt. Shafer reported that a 4-gun battery had been tracking his 
aircraft during the turn and he watched the bursts explode at his altitude, drawing ever closer to his 
plane. The first two explosions were 80 feet, then 40 feet from his aircraft and a third explosion was 40 
feet away on the opposite side of the plane, but there was no fourth explosion. 
 
Upon returning to Tibenham the crew discovered a 3.5-inch hole in the left wing between the fuselage 
and the #2 engine. The mystery of the missing explosion was solved – the round was a dud when it 
struck the plane between the fuselage and the #2 engine. Had it exploded on impact, the explosion of 
an 88mm round would have probably resulted in the detonation of the #2 engine fuel tank and the 
resulting explosion could have blown the entire left wing off the plane. 
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Indv Msn #: 17 

Date: 21 Mar 45 

Mission #: 258 

Position #: 25 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO 

Tail No: 42-51547 

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+) 

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Achmer Me 262 Jet Fighter Airfield 

Target City: Achmer, Germany Sent:   Lost:   

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   1st Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George (nmi)   2nd Lt Navigator 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Durant Merlin (nmi)   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   T/Sgt Radio Operator 

Kaufmann Charles F   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Rausch Karl H   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

 
WEDNESDAY, 21 MARCH 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
  
5 missions are flown. 
  
Mission 901: 
Preparatory air operations for the forthcoming (23 Mar) crossing of the lower Rhine River by Allied 
ground forces begin. 1,408 bombers and 806 fighters, in conjunction with Ninth Air Force and RAF 
aircraft, attack jet fighter bases; with one exception, all attacks are visual; they claim 58-3-49 Luftwaffe 
aircraft; 7 B-17s and 9 P-51s are lost: 
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107 of 152 B-17s hit the secondary target, the tank factory at Plauen; targets of opportunity are 
Reichenbach (34) and other (1); they claim 3-3-3 aircraft; 5 B-17s are lost and 48 damaged. The escort 
is 273 of 314 P-51s; they claim 9-0-0 aircraft in the air and 3-0-0 on the ground; 3 P-51s are lost (pilots 
MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair. 
  
129 of 151 B-17s attack Hardorf Airfield; 14 others hit Vorden Airfield, a target of opportunity; 1 B-17 is 
lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 71 damaged. Escorting are 94 of 98 P-51s; they claim 0-0-2 aircraft 
in the air. 
  
214 B-17s are sent to attack the airfields at Zwischenahn (57), Marx (77) and Wittmundhaafen (74); 
casualties for 1., 2. and 3. above are 7 WIA and 56 MIA. 108 of 109 P-51s escort and claim 2-0-8 aircraft 
on the ground; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA). 
  
518 B-24s are dispatched to hit airfields at Ahlhorn (61), Hesepe (165), Achmer (180) and 
Mulheim Airfield at Essen (90); 21 B-24s are damaged. Escorting is 95 of 99 P-51s; they claim 35-0-30 
aircraft on the ground; 3 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA). 
   
373 B-17s are sent to hit airfields at Hopsten (159 using Gee-H) and Rheine (180); targets of opportunity 
are the airfields at Hesepe (13) and Achmer (12); 1 B-17 is lost and 49 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 3 
WIA and 9 MIA. 97 of 102 P-51s escort; they claim 6-0-0 aircraft on the ground. 
  
Mission 902: 
In a DISNEY operation, 3 B-17s attack the E-boat pens at Ijmuiden, the Netherlands with rocket bombs; 
6 P-51s escort. 
  
Mission 903: 
1 B-17 bombs Oberursel in a Micro-H Mk II radar test; 4 P-51s escort. 
  
Mission 904: 
During the afternoon, 90 of 92 B-24s attack Mulheim Airfield at Essen; 60 are damaged and 1 airman is 
WIA. 
  
Mission 905: 
8 of 9 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany during the night. 
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Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #17 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 8x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 20x100 lb. AN-M41 
Incendiary bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission. 
 
Target Data: 
© Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 - 1945 database, used with permission of Henry L. deZeng IV. 
 
Achmer (GER) 
(a.k.a. Achmer-Bramsche) 
(52 22 30 N – 07 55 15 E) 
 
General: Fliegerhorst (air station or air base) 15 km NW of Osnabrück in Lower Saxony in NW Germany, 
5.2 km SW of Bramsche, 2.8 km S of Achmer village and just a few kilometers from the airfields at 
Hesepe and Vörden. 
 
History: construction began in 1936 and was completed in 1939, with additions and improvements 
continuing to 1944. First use by a flying unit dates from August 1940 (10.(Erg.)/KG 2 with Do 17s). 
Achmer was essentially a bomber base until 1943 and then a fighter base after that. 
 
Dimensions: approx. 2380 x 1370 meters (2600 x 1500 yards). 
 
Surface and Runways: three camouflaged concrete runways in the form of a triangle measuring 1,800 
meters plus a 550-meter prepared strip at one end, 1,700 meters and 1,550 meters. Along the center 
of the S boundary were 14 ladder-type paved servicing hardstands with refueling points. Equipped with 
runway, perimeter, and obstruction lighting as well as a visual Lorenz system for night landings. 
 
Fuel and Ammunition: munitions dumps were on the S and N sides of the field. 
 
Infrastructure: compass swing and machine gun registration range were available, 1 medium and 1 
small workshop hangar and buildings along the NE boundary, station HQ, admin buildings and some 
barracks along the S boundary, flying control (Flugleitung) at the center of the S boundary, motor pool 
and garages at the NE corner, a barracks camp on the outskirts of Achmer village, and in 1941 a camp 
for Russian POWs was built on the NW side of the airfield. Additional barrack blocks were under 
construction 8 km NW of the airfield and in a woods 4.8 km to the N of the field. A branch rail line served 
the building area, the fuel dump, and the munitions dump. 
 
Dispersal: there were 52 open aircraft shelters and 6 additional parking sites along the perimeter and 
in a remote dispersal area S of the airfield in December 1944. 
 
Defenses: a heavy Flak position with 4 x 12.8-cm guns was set up on the Bramscher Berg in fall 1943 
and there were at least 12 light Flak positions surrounding the airfield, including some in specially built 
Flak towers. 
 
Satellites and Decoys: 

Achmer-Wallenbrock (GER) 
(52 21 45 N – 07 49 50 E). 
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Dummy 6.5 km WSW of Achmer airfield and 2.5 km NW of Wallenbrock. Had a large mock landing 
area, 1 mock hangar and several fake buildings at SW corner. Phony aircraft were parked at 
the NW and SW corners. [Sources: AFHRA A5257A p.602 (15 Aug 44)] 

 
Remarks: 

• 18 Aug 42: bombed – 1 x Bü 131 from IV./KG 2 destroyed. 
• 28 Nov 43: Fl.H.Kdtr. reported total enlisted strength as 438 NCOs and 742 men. 
• 21 Feb 44: heavily bombed by B-17 Fortresses and B-24 Liberators – 1 x Ju 188 E-1 from 1./KG 

2 destroyed on the ground and 1 x Fw 190A from II./JG 1 damaged. 
• 08 Mar 44: low-level attack by U.S. fighters - 6 x Do 217s from III./KG 2 destroyed (4) or 

damaged (2). 
• 23 Mar 44: bombed by 21 B-24s. 

• 08 Apr 44: bombed by 60 B-17s - 9 x Do 217s from III./KG 2 destroyed 
• (8) or damaged (1). 
• 15 Apr 44: low-level attack – 1 x Do 217M from III./KG 2 destroyed. 
• 26 Sep 44: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s – claimed 1 x Fw 190 and 1 x He 

177 destroyed, plus 2 x Fw 190s and 1 x unidentified aircraft damaged. 

• 16 Feb 45: bombed – 1 x Me 262 and 1 x Fw 190 damaged, several barracks and airfield 
installations hit, and several munitions bunkers also hit. (German report) 

• 24 Feb 45: strafed by 8 P-47s – 1 x Bf 109 destroyed. (German reports) 
• 20/21 Mar 45: bombed by 180 B-24s and 12 B-17s and strafed by VIII Fighter Command P-51s 

– 18 x Ar 234s from III./KG 76 destroyed (10) or damaged (8), 19 x Bf 109s and 1 x He 111 
destroyed, 2 x Me 262s, 18 x Bf 109s and 1 x Fw 190 damaged (according to German sources). 
The VIII Fighter Command P-51s claimed 9 x Bf 109s, 19 x Fw 190s, 11 x Ar 234s, 3 x He 111s, 
2 x Ju 88s, 3 x Do 217s and 1 x unidentified aircraft destroyed, plus 6 x Bf 109s, 6 x Fw 190s, 
10 x Ar 234s, 1 x Me 410, 1 x Ju 88, 3 x Ju 188s, 2 x Do 217s and 5 x unidentified aircraft 
damaged. Additionally, the runways and landing area were hard hit, and 2 hangars burned down. 
(445th Bomb Group Mission #258 – 38 B-24’s dropped 304x500lb. AN-M43 General 
Purpose bombs and 760x100 lb. AN-M41 Incendiary bombs). 

• 24 Mar 45: bombed by 73 B-17s – no significant new damage. (German report) 
• 11 Apr 45: RAF units began operating from Achmer. 

 
Operational Units: II./KG 27 (Feb-Mar, Apr-May 40); Stab/KG 2 (Nov 41); 6./KG 2 (Apr-Jun 41); 7., 
8./KG 2 (Jun 41 – Jan 42); 3.(F)/Aufkl.Gr. 100 (Jun 43); Stab, 1.(F), 2.(F)/FAGr. 5 (Jun/Jul – Dec 43); 
Sturmstaffel 1 (Oct-Dec 43); III./KG 2 (01.44 – 06.44), Erprobungskdo. 25 (Sep 43 – Mar 44); III./KG 3 
(Apr-May 44); Stab, II./KG 30 (Aug-Oct 44); III./JG 11 (Sep-Oct 44); Sonderstaffel Einhorn (Sep-Oct 
44); Erprobungskdo. 262 (Sep 44); Kommando Nowotny (Sep-Nov 44); 12./JG 54 (Oct-Dec 44); IV./JG 
27 (Nov 44 – Mar 45); Stab/Aufkl.Gr. 123 (Dec 44 – Mar 45); II./KG 51 (Jan 45); Stab, III./KG 76 (Jan-
Mar 45); Gefechtsverband Kowalewski (26 Feb – 5 Apr 45). 
 
Reserve Training & Replacement Units: IV./KG 2 (Aug 40 – Aug 42). 
 
Station Commands: Fl.H.Kdtr. A(o) 19/XI (Apr 44 – Apr 45). 
 
Station Units (on various dates – not complete): Werft-Abt.d.Lw.(o) 19/XI (spring 44 – Apr 45); 
le.Flak-Abt. 743 (1943-44); 3./le.Flak-Abt.871 (1943-44); le.Hei.Flak-Bttr. 75/XI (1943-45); Ldssch.Zug 
d.Lw.110/IV (Feb 44)? 
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Achmer Airfield 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 18 

Date: 22 Mar 45 

Mission #: 260 

Position #: 25 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO 

Tail No: 42-51547 

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+) 

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Giebelstadt Airfield / Würzburg Industrial Complex 

Target City: Giebelstadt, Germany Sent:  33 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   1st Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George (nmi)   2nd Lt Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Durant Merlin (nmi)   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   T/Sgt Radio Operator 

Kaufmann Charles F   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Rausch Karl H   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

 
THURSDAY, 22 MARCH 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
  
2 missions are flown. 
  
Mission 906: 
Air attacks in preparation for the lower Rhine River crossing by Allied ground forces continue; 1,331 
bombers and 662 fighters attack barracks and military encampments in the Ruhr and airfields in Germany 
visually; they claim 27-1-12 Luftwaffe aircraft; 1 B-17 and 3 P-51s are lost: 
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99 of 114 B-17s hit Ahlhorn Airfield; 13 others hit the marshalling yard at Oldenburg, a target of 
opportunity; 1 B-17 is lost; 9 airmen are MIA. Escorting are 95 of 99 P-51s. 
  
457 B-17s are sent to hit military camps at Bottrop (36), Dorsten (74), Barningholten (111), Westerholt 
(116), Feldhausen N (74) and S (39); 3 B-17s are damaged beyond repair and 111 damaged; 2 airmen 
are KIA and 8 WIA. The escort is 95 of 99 P-51s. 
  
297 B-17s are sent to hit military camps at Hinsbeck (67), Geresheim (73), Ratingen (75) and Mulheim 
(74); 114 B-17s are damaged and 3 airmen are WIA. 48 P-51s escort; they claim 0-0-1 aircraft on the 
ground. 
  
342 B-24s are dispatched to hit airfields at Kitzingen (168), Giebelstadt (75) and Schwab Hall 
(82); 8 others hit Würzburg, the secondary target; 1 B-24 is damaged beyond repair and 1 
damaged; 8 airmen are KIA. The escort is 138 of 153 P-51s; they claim 3-0-1 aircraft in the air and 13-
0-7 on the ground. 
  
109 of 113 B-17s hit the Rhein Main Airfield at Frankfurt; 31 B-17s are damaged. Escorting are 56 P-
51s. 
   
Mission 907: 
9 of 10 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany. 
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Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #18 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 8x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 20x100 lb. AN-M41 
Incendiary bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission. 
 
Target Data: 
© Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 - 1945 database, used with permission of Henry L. deZeng IV. 
 

Giebelstadt (GER) 

(49 39 10 N – 09 58 30 E) 
 
General: Fliegerhorst (airfield) in Bavaria 15 km S of Würzburg and 1.6 km E of the village of 
Giebelstadt. 
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History: construction began in late summer 1934 and was completed June 1935.  The infrastructure, 
especially the housing area, was designed to reflect a so-called “Luftwaffe Modern” style and on 
completion the base was considered one of the most attractive in Germany. Officially designated a 
Luftwaffe Fliegerhorstkommandantur by fall 1935. Hitler visited the airfield on 17 September 1936. From 
June 1940 to 1944, Giebelstadt was used by the Ergänzungsgruppe (reserve training group) of several 
bomber units and briefly by other units that arrived to rest and refit or to convert from one type of 
aircraft to another. In 1944 Giebelstadt was selected as an active base for jet aircraft and a great deal 
of hurried construction took place. 
 
Dimensions: approx. 915 x 915 meters (1,000 x 1,000 yards). 
 
Runway: had one 2,500-meter concrete runway just completed (Sep 44) and a paved taxiway. A 600-
meter runway extension was under construction. Starting platforms have been built along the E and W 
boundaries at the N end of the runway. Obstruction lighting, flare path, beam approach and visual Lorenz 
for night landings.  
 
Infrastructure: multiple refueling points, munitions dump and communications facilities. One very 
large, 5 large and 1 medium hangar in three clusters on the N and E boundaries and at the SE corner, 
all with paved aprons. Additional workshop buildings around the hangars. The very large hangar was 
probably for repairs. Station HQ, flight control and supply buildings located on the N side of the field 
among the hangars. Barracks, quarters, messes, and canteens/clubs were in a wooded area at the NE 
corner. A single- track branch rail line was run to the airfield. 
 
Dispersal: two remote areas to the N and E of the field were under construction in Sep 44. 
 
Defenses: Flak positions were located about 1 km off the N boundary and at the SW corner. 
  
Remarks: 

• 09 Aug 44: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s – claimed 5 x Bf 109s, 5 x Bf 110s 
and 4 x Me 210s destroyed, plus 10 x Bf 110s, 1 x Me 210 and 1 x Fw 200 damaged. 

• 09 Sep 44: bombed by 112 B-17 Fortresses. 
• 03 Oct 44: bombed by 49 B-17s. 

• 06 Jan 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s – claimed 9 x Ju 88s, 2 x Do 217s 
and 3 x unidentified aircraft destroyed. 

• 13 Jan 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s – claimed 1 x Me 262, 1 x Ju 88 and 
1 x Do 217 destroyed, plus 1 x Ju 88 damaged. 

• 16 Jan 45: low-level attack – 1 x Me 262 A-1 from II./KG(J) 54 destroyed on the ground. 
• 06 Feb 45: low-level attack by 9th AAF P-47 fighter-bombers – 1 x Fw 190 from I./KG(J) 54 

damaged. 
• 11 Feb 45: low-level attack by 9th AAF P-47 fighter-bombers – 1 x Fw 190 claimed destroyed. 
• 20 Feb 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s – 1 x Me 262 A-1 from I./KG(J) 54 

damaged and 1 x He 177 damaged. (German report). The Allied fighters claimed 2 x Bf 109s and 
1 x Ju 88 destroyed. 

• 21 Feb 45: low-level attack by approx. 11 P-51s – 1 x Me 262 A-1 and 1 x Bü 181 C-3 from 
I./KG(J) 54 destroyed or damaged. (German report) 

• 23 Feb 45: low-level attack by VIII Fighter Command P-51s – claimed 1 x He 177 destroyed and 
another damaged. 
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• 25 Feb 45: bombed by 96 B-24 Liberators – 4 Me 262 A-1s and 2 x Bü 181 C-3s from I./KG(J) 
54 destroyed or damaged; 1 KIA and 2 WIA. 

• 19 Mar 45: low-level attack by approx. 8 P-51s – 3 x Me 262 A-1 from KG(J) 54 destroyed or 
damaged. (German report) 

• 21 Mar 45: strafed by 36 P-51 Mustangs – German accounts state there was little damage aside 
from a single Me 262 shot down while attempting to land. 

• 22 Mar 45: bombed by 75 B-24s – 11 x Me 262 A-1s and 2 x Bf 109s from KG(J) 54 destroyed 
or damaged plus 2 x Ju 88s destroyed; runway and the western third of the landing area heavily 
cratered; Me 262 operations no longer possible. (German report) (445th Bomb Group Mission 
#260 – 20 of 28 B-24’s dropped 160x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 
400x100 lb. AN-M41 Incendiary bombs). 

• 01 Apr 45: airfield taken by elements of the U.S. 12th Armored Div. The landing area was heavily 
cratered, and many buildings had been destroyed. 

Operational Units: Fliegergruppe (Aviator Group) Giebelstadt (Oct 35 – Apr 36); I./KG 155 (Apr 36 – 
Feb 38); III./KG 355 (Jul 38 – May 39); III./KG 53 (May 39 – Feb 40); I./KG 2 (Feb-May 40); I./KG 76 
(Oct 40 – Mar 41); /KG 1 (Jun 41); Stab, I./KG 77 (Dec 41 – Jan 42); II./KG 76 (Apr-May 42); III./KG 
100 (Aug-Sep 44); Stab and I./KG(J) 54 (Aug 44 – Mar 45); Stab, I./KG 51 (Mar 45). 
 
School Units:  Verkehrsfliegerschule (Commercial Aviation School) Giebelstadt (Jun-Sep 35). 
 
Reserve Training & Replacement Units: Schulstaffel/KG 53 (Jun – Sep 40); IV./KG 76 (Apr 41 – 
Sep 42); IV./KG 100 (May 43 – Sep 44)?; 
 
Station Commands: Fl.H.Kdtr. L Giebelstadt (1940); Fl.H.Kdtr. A(o) 10/XII (Apr-Jun 44); Fl.H.Kdtr. 
A(o) 26/VII (Jun 44 – Apr 45). 
 
Kommandant (mainly prior to the establishment of numbered station commands – not 
complete): Obstlt. Heinrich Christenn (? - ?)  9/39; Oberst Johann Gehfink ( ? - Aug 43) 3/43; Obstlt. 
Georg Kugel  (Aug 43 - ?). 
 
Station Units (on various dates – not complete): Stab/2. Fliegerdivision (Sep 44); Koflug 
Giebelstadt (Jul 39 – c.Aug 40); 8.Flugh.Betr.Kp./KG 53; Werft-Abt. (v) 117/XII (1944-45); 
schw.Feldwerft-Abt. V/30 (Mar 45); 118. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep 44); 129. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep 
44); 136. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (Qu) (Sep ; 3. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (S) (Sep 44); 4. Flugh.Betr.Kp. (S) (Sep 44); 
Flugh.Betr.Kp. (FK) 3 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 2 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 7 (Sep 44); 
Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 8 (Sep 44); Lufttorpedo-Betr.Kp. 9 (Sep 44); D 1 R – Nachschublager d.Lw. 1/XII 
(1944-45); Lw.-Bau-Btl. 6/XIII (Apr 40); Startbahnbauzug 1 (summer 44); E-Hafen-Ausrüstungs-
Kolonne (mot) Giebelstadt. 
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Giebelstadt Airfield – circles indicate Me 262 jet fighters 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 19 

Date: 24 Mar 45 

Mission #: 262 

Position #: 13 

Acft Type: B-24J-5 FO 

Tail No: 42-50811 

Call Letter: E-Easy (RN-E) 

Acft Name: Patty Girl 

Target Type: Supply Drop for the Jump Across the Rhine 

Target City: Wesel, Germany Sent:  27 Lost:  2 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   1st Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George (nmi)   2nd Lt Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Durant Merlin (nmi)   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   S/Sgt Radio Operator 

Rausch Karl H   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

 
SATURDAY, 24 MARCH 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
AIRBORNE OPERATIONS (IX Troop Carrier Command): 
  
2,000+ transports and gliders drop and land the British 6th Airborne and US 17th Airborne Divisions 
(plus artillery, vehicles, ammunition, and other supplies) E of the Rhine River N and NW of Wessel as 
the British Second and US Ninth Armies cross the river to the NW and SE. 
  
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
  
2 missions are flown. 
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Mission 911: 
In conjunction with the allied ground forces assault across the lower Rhine River (Operation VARSITY) 
the Eighth flies bombing, supply, and armed reconnaissance missions; during the day, 1,749 bomber 
sorties and 1,375 fighter sorties are flown to attack airfields visually in W and NW Germany in the 
morning and afternoon and drop supplies to US and British troops at midday; they claim 54-0-6 Luftwaffe 
aircraft; 19 bombers and 9 fighters are lost. 
  
175 of 179 B-17s bomb Vechta Airfield in the morning; 1 hit Rheine Airfield, a target of opportunity; 1 
B-17 is lost; 1 airman is WIA and 9 MIA. 
  
527 B-17s are sent to hit Steenwijk (114), Zwischenahn (74), Varel (88), Varrelbusch (113) and 
Plantlunne (13) Airfields in the morning; targets of opportunity are Wittmundhaafen Airfield (13) and 
other (2); 1 B-17 is lost and 2 damaged; 1 airman is KIA and 9 MIA. 
  
294 B-17s are dispatched to hit Rheine (36), Hopsten (62), Vechtel at Furstenau (72), Achmer (73) and 
Hesepe (36) Airfields in the morning; 1 other hit a target of opportunity; they claim 1-0-0 aircraft; 3 B-
17s are lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 100 damaged; 8 airmen are KIA, 5 WIA and 28 MIA. 
  
All 58 B-24s hit Nordhorn Airfield without loss. 
  
The 4 forces above have 1,158 P-47s and P-51s flying area support; they claim 53-0-2 aircraft in the air 
and 0-0-4 on the ground; 9 P-51s are lost (8 pilots MIA). 
  
At midday, 240 B-24s are sent to drop supplies in the US (122) and British (118) assault areas 
flying at 150 to 250-feet; 14 B-24s are lost (mostly to small arms fire), 4 damaged beyond repair 
and 103 damaged; 5 airmen are KIA, 30 WIA and 116 MIA. 
   
182 B-24s are sent to hit Stormede (96) and Kirtorf (65) Airfields in the afternoon; 9 hit Ziegenhain 
Airfield, the secondary, and 11 hit the Treysa marshalling yard, a target of opportunity; 16 B-24s are 
damaged. 
   
114 B-17s are sent to hit Ziegenhain Airfield (104) in the afternoon; 6 others hit Siegen marshalling yard, 
the secondary; 2 B-17s are damaged. 
  
152 of 153 B-17s hit Enschede Airfield at Twente; 20 B-17s are damaged. 
  
The 3 forces above are escorted by 95 P-47s and P-51s without loss. 
  
Mission 912: 
10 of 12 B-24s drop leaflets in Germany and the Netherlands during the night and 24 B-24s fly 
CARPETBAGGER missions over Scandinavia. 
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Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #19 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried assorted supplies of ammunition, food, medical supplies and fuel that were 
air dropped to the American airborne troops who jumped just ahead of the bombers. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Image courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
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Losses: 

- There were two losses on this mission: 
• MACR #13545; Aircraft: 42-50620, Name: “Ten Gun Dottie”; 1st Pilot: 1st Lt. Schultz; 

Casualties: 9 KIA; Reason For Loss: Hit by ground fire, left wing came off and aircraft 
exploded on ground contact. 

• MACR #13516; Aircraft: 42-51245, Name: Un-named; 1st Pilot: 1st Lt. Strickland; 
Casualties: 10 KIA; Reason For Loss: Pilot and Co-Pilot struck by ground fire and 
collapsed over control yoke causing the aircraft to pitch over and dive into the ground. 

 
The following picture is of S/Sgt Otto Del Pero who was a close friend of S/Sgt Yagley. Otto was the left 
waist gunner onboard the deputy lead aircraft flown by 1st Lt. Jennis Strickland with Lt Col Carl Fleming 
flying as co-pilot. As their aircraft approached the drop zone of the American paratroopers their aircraft, 
flying at 140 MPH only 150 ft. above the ground, came under fire from German troops. Both Strickland 
and Fleming were killed instantly, and the B-24 pitched over and flew into the ground. The action 
happened very quickly and there wasn’t sufficient time or altitude for any of the crew to bail out. 
 

 

S/Sgt Otto Del Pero 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Wesel Supply Drop – 453rd BG aircraft dropping supplies from 150 ft. 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration ©  
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Indv Msn #: 20 

Date: 30 Mar 45 

Mission #: 265 

Position #: 25 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO 

Tail No: 42-51547 

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+) 

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Sub Pens, Docks and Port Area 

Target City: Wilhelmshaven, Germany Sent:  33 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   1st Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George (nmi)   2nd Lt Navigator 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

Durant Merlin (nmi)   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   T/Sgt Radio Operator 

Kaufman Charles F   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Rausch Karl H   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

Kniaz Walter M   Capt Command Pilot 

 
FRIDAY, 30 MARCH 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 918: 
1,402 bombers and 899 fighters are dispatched to attack targets connected with U-boat construction or 
operation; they claim 8-1-12 Luftwaffe aircraft; 5 bombers and 4 fighters are lost: 
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530 B-17s are sent to hit 2 U-boat yards (64) and an oil depot (169) at Hamburg; 263 bomb the port 
area at Hamburg, the secondary target; 1 hits Bremen, a target of opportunity; bombing is both visual 
and using H2X radar; they claim 0-1-3 aircraft; 3 B-17s are lost, 2 damaged beyond repair and 252 
damaged; 14 airmen are KIA, 10 WIA and 28 MIA. Escorting are 289 of 304 P-51s; they claim 4-0-7 
aircraft in the air and 1-0-1 on the ground; 3 P-51s are lost. 
 
448 B-17s are sent to hit the U-boat yard (318) and rail bridge (109) at Bremen visually and with H2X; 
1 B-17 is lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 225 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 6 WIA and 11 MIA. The 
escort is 268 of 287 P-51s; they claim 2-0-1 aircraft. 
 
382 B-24s are dispatched to hit the U-boat yard (273) and Bauhaben port area (85) at 
Wilhelmshaven both visually and with H2X; 1 B-24 is lost and 56 damaged; 8 airmen are KIA and 
1 WIA. 105 P-47s and P-51s escort. 
 
32 of 36 B-17s fly a DISNEY mission to the U-boat yard at Farge; 14 B-17s are damaged. 
 
Mission 919: 
During the night, 13 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and Germany; 19 B-24s fly CARPETBAGGER 
missions to Norway; 1 B-24 is lost and 1 crashes in the Orkney Islands. 
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Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #20 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 20x300 lb. AN-M55 General Purpose bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
 
Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission. 
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Wilhelmshaven Sub Pens, Docks and Port Area 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 21 

Date: 04 Apr 45 

Mission #: 267 

Position #: 13 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO 

Tail No: 42-51480 

Call Letter: D-Dog (MK-D+) 

Acft Name: Sweet Sue 

Target Type: Perleberg Me 262 Jet Airfield 

Target City: Perleberg, Germany Sent:  44 Lost:  2 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   1st Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George (nmi)   2nd Lt Navigator 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

Durant Merlin (nmi)   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   S/Sgt Radio Operator 

Kaufman Charles F   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Rausch Karl H   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

 
WEDNESDAY, 4 APRIL 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
  
2 missions are flown. 
  
Mission 926: 
1,431 bombers and 866 fighters are dispatched to hit airfields, a shipyard and a U-boat shipyard in 
Germany; they claim 30-4-30 Luftwaffe aircraft; 10 bombers and 4 fighters are lost. 
  
438 B-24s are sent to hit Parchim (33) and Perleberg (29) Airfields; 97 hit Wesendorf Airfield, the 
secondary; attacks are visual; they claim 6-4-6 aircraft; 6 B-24s are lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 
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76 damaged; 1 airman is KIA and 59 MIA. Escorting are 324 P-47s and P-51s; the P-47s claim 14-0-20 
aircraft and the P-51s claim 9-0-3 aircraft; 1 P-47 and 3 P-51s are lost. 
  
443 B-17s are sent to hit Fassberg Airfield (149); secondary targets hit are Hoya (37) and Dedelstorf 
(13) Airfields; targets of opportunity are Unterluss (39) and other (24); bombing is visual; 1 B-17 is lost, 
2 damaged beyond repair and 58 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 6 WIA and 4 MIA. The escort is 220 of 232 
P-51s; 1 is lost. 
 
Mission 927: 
 
505 of 526 B-17s hit the Deutsche shipyard at Kiel using H2X radar; 2 others hit Eggebeck Airfield, a 
target of opportunity; 3 B-17s are lost and 50 damaged; 27 airmen are MIA. 208 of 223 P-51s without 
loss. 
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Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #21 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 8x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 4x500 lb. AN-M17 Aimable 
Incendiary Cluster bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
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Losses: 

- There were two losses on this mission: 
• MACR #13728; Aircraft: 42-50664, Name: “Judy”; 1st Pilot: 1st Lt. MacDonald; 

Casualties: 8 KIA, 1 POW; Reason For Loss: Shot down by German jet fighter on 
bomb run. 

• MACR #13729; Aircraft: 42-51544, Name: Un-named; 1st Pilot: 2nd Lt. Van Delinder; 
Casualties: 3 KIA, 7 POW; Reason For Loss: Shot down by German jet fighter on 
bomb run. 

 
Target Data: 
© Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 – 1945 database, used with permission of Henry L. deZeng IV. 
 

Perleberg (GER) 

(53 04 20 N – 11 49 10 E) 
 
General: airfield (Fliegerhorst) 119 km NW of Berlin in Brandenburg and 33 km SE of Ludwigslust; 
airfield 2.5 km WSW of Perleberg. 
 
History: 1927 listed as an emergency landing ground (Notlandeplatz). Taken over by the Luftwaffe in 
1934 and developed into a elementary flight school. Inaugurated a Luftwaffe Fliegerhorstkommandantur 
by October 1935. Used briefly by bomber units in spring 1940. From June 1940, also a factory airfield 
(Industriehafen) for Dornier/Wismar. In spring 1942 it became a major training base for long-range 
reconnaissance crews. 
 
Dimensions: approx. 1650 x 1235 meters (1800 x 1350 yards). 
 
Surface and Runways: sandy grass surface. No paved runway. Equipped with boundary and 
obstruction lighting, a flare path, a beam approach system, and a visual Lorenz system for night 
operations. 
 
Fuel and Ammunition: refueling points were located at the SE corner and inside the S boundary. A 
small ammunition dump was in a wooded area off the S boundary. 
 
Infrastructure: had 1 very large, 2 large and 1 small hangar at the SE corner, and 1 large and 1 small 
hangar on the S boundary for a total of 6. All of the hangars were fronted with paved aprons. A group 
of small buildings including the control tower projected into the landing area between the two groups of 
hangars, and probably included workshops. The motor pool and garages were off the SE corner. Station 
admin offices, barracks, messes, etc., were in a compact group in the woods off the SE corner and 
numbered about 30 buildings in all. A branch spur off the Perleberg-Wittenberg rail line served the SE 
corner and the S, W and N boundaries. 
 
Dispersal: there were 3 dispersal areas – North (along boundary), Southeast corner and Southwest 
corner with a total of 3 large open aircraft shelters, 12 medium open plus at least 8 parking bays that 
had been cut into the woods. 
 
Defenses: unknown. 
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Remarks: 
• 18 Apr 44: bombed by B-17 Fortresses and strafed – 1 x Bf 108 B-1, 8 x Bf 110s, 2 x Do 17Ps, 1 

x Do 217M, 1 x Fi 156C, 1 x Fw 44J, 1 x Fw 58C and 5 x Ju 88As/Ds from 
II./Fernaufklärungsgeschwader 101 destroyed or damaged on the ground. 

• 04 Apr 45: airfield bombed by 29 B-24 Liberators. (445th Bomb Group Mission #267 – 11 
of 44 B-24’s dropped 88x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and 44x500 lb. AN-
M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs). 

 
Operational Units: Zerstörerstaffel/KG 30 (Feb-Mar 40); I./KG 4 (Mar-May 40); II./KG 30 (Jun-Jul 40); 
III./KG 30 (Oct 40); Stab, 1./KGr.506 (Feb-Apr 41); KGr. z.b.V. 104 (Mar 41); 1.(F)/Aufkl.Gr. 33 (Oct 
44); Stab, I./JG 6 (Oct-Dec 44); 12.(Pz.)/SG 9 (Dec 44); elements of I.(Pz)/SG 9 (Jan-Apr 45); 
13.(Pz.)/SG 9 (Feb-Apr 45); 1./Tiefangriffsgruppe Bücker 181 (Apr 45). 
 
School Units: elementary flight school then twin-engined conversion school Perleberg (Jun 35 – Oct 
39); Arbeitsplatz for Schule/FAR 22 (Neustadt-Glewe) (1939-40); Aufklärungsschule 3 (May – Oct 42); 
Fernaufklärungsschule 3 (Oct 42 – Feb 43); Stab and Fernaufklärungsgeschwader 101 (Feb 43 – Feb 
45); I./Aufklärungsgeschwader 103 (Feb – Mar 45). 
 
Reserve Training & Replacement Units: Erg.KGr. 6 (Nov 40 – May 41); 3./Erg.JG 2 (and 4./Erg.JG 
2?) (Nov 44 – Mar 45). 
 
Station Commands: as Fl.H.Kdtr. Perleberg (to 1943); Fl.Pl.Kdo. A 40/III (1943-44); Fl.H.Kdtr. A(o) 
26/III (1944-45). 
 
Kommandant (mainly prior to the establishment of numbered station commands – not 
complete): Obstlt. Veit Fischer  (1 Jun 35 - ? ); Gen.Maj. Oskar Freiherr von Boenigk ( ? - Oct 39). 
 
Station Units (on various dates – not complete): Koflug 17/XI (c.Dec 41 – Feb 43)?; Werft-Abt. 
31/III (1944-45); 12.(Flum.Res.)/Luftgau-Nachr.Rgt. 11 (Mar 41); 3.(Fspr.u.Fschr.Betr.)/Luftgau-
Nachr.Abt. 3 (c.Oct 44 – Feb 45)?; Fluko Perleberg. 
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Perleberg Airfield 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 22 

Date: 06 Apr 45 

Mission #: 268 

Position #: 1 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO 

Tail No: 42-51480 

Call Letter: D-Dog (MK-D+) 

Acft Name: Sweet Sue 

Target Type: German Army Headquarters 

Target City: Halle, Germany Sent:  33 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   Capt 1st Pilot 

McAnely Robert C   1st Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George (nmi)   2nd Lt Navigator 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

Durant Merlin (nmi)   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   S/Sgt Radio Operator 

Scourby James (nmi)   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Pajakowski Joe A   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

 
FRIDAY, 6 APRIL 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
  
Mission 930: 
659 bombers hit rail targets in the Leipzig, Germany area using H2X radar; 4 B-17s and 1 P-51 are lost: 
  
183 of 207 B-24s hit the marshalling yard at Halle; 22 others hit Eisleben, a target of opportunity; 
2 B-24s are lost, 3 B-24s are damaged. Escorting are 201 P-47s and P-51s. 
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430 of 452 B-17s hit secondary targets, the main station and marshalling yard at Leipzig (321) and hit 
Gera (109); 11 others hit the marshalling yard at Halle; 4 B-17s are lost and 2 damaged beyond repair; 
17 airmen are KIA, 1 WIA and 33 MIA. The escort is 392 of 410 P-51s; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA). 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #22 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 12x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Image courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
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German Army Headquarters near Halle 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 23 

Date: 08 Apr 45 

Mission #: 270 

Position #: 25 

Acft Type: B-24JSH-5 FO 

Tail No: 42-51547 

Call Letter: B-Baker (MK-B+) 

Acft Name: Un-named 

Target Type: Fürth Blumenthal Me 262 Jet Aircraft Factory 

Target City: Fürth, Germany Sent:  33 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

Davis Frank (nmi)   Capt 1st Pilot 

McAnely Robert C   1st Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George (nmi)   2nd Lt Navigator 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

Durant Merlin (nmi)   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard M   S/Sgt Radio Operator 

Scourby James (nmi)   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Pajakowski Joe A   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

 
SUNDAY, 8 APRIL 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
3 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 932: 
1,173 bombers and 794 fighters attack various targets in Germany; 9 bombers and 1 fighter are lost: 
 
339 B-17s are dispatched to hit the Derben oil depot (31) and Schafstadt Airfield (73); secondary targets 
hit are the Stendal marshalling yard workshops (73) and the marshalling yard at Halberstadt (218); 
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Derben is hit visually and the others targets visually and with H2X radar; 4 B-17s are lost, 1 damaged 
beyond repair and 55 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 5 WIA and 35 MIA. Escorting are 239 of 252 P-51s. 
 
522 B-17s are dispatched to hit the marshalling yards at Plauen (86), Hof (101) and Eger (111) and an 
ordnance depot at Grafenwohr (203); the attacks are made visually and with H2X radar; 5 B-17s are lost 
and 58 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 1 WIA and 43 MIA. 235 of 246 P-51s escort. 
 
302 B-24s are sent to hit the munitions depot at Bayreuth (51), the Blumenthal jet aircraft factory 
at Fürth (89) and the Unterschlauersbach (57) and Roth (91) Airfields visually; 39 B-24s are damaged. 
The escort is 245 P-47s and P-51s; 1 P-47 is lost (pilot MIA). 
 
Mission 933: 
11 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany during the night. 
 
Mission 934: 
12 B-24s bomb the Travemunde port area using PFF methods during the night. 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #23 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Bomb Load: 

- The Lead Squadron aircraft each carried 6x1,000 lb. AN-M44 General Purpose bombs, the High 
Right Squadron each carried 11x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs and the Low Left 
Squadron each carried 12x500 lb. AN-M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs. 

 
Tactical Mission Report: 

 

Page 181 of 285



 

 

Page 182 of 285



 

 

Page 183 of 285



 

 

Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
 
Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission. 
 
Target Data: 
© Luftwaffe Airfields 1935 - 1945 database, used with permission of Henry L. deZeng IV. 
 

Fürth-Industrie (GER) 

(a.k.a. Fürth-Hardhöhe) 
(49 28 55 N – 10 57 30 E) 
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General: factory airfield (Industriehafen) located 2 km WNW of Fürth town center in Bavaria. 
 
History: the airfield dates from 1919-20 when Gothaer Waggon-und Flugzeugfabrik established an 
aircraft manufacturing plant there. Gothaer was later renamed Bachmann, Blumenthal & Co. but 
continued producing aircraft and components. During the war years, those components were for the Ju 
87, Bf 110, and the Me 262, while overhaul and repair work was carried out on Bf 110s.  
 
Dimensions: approx. 960 x 730 meters (1050 x 800 yards) with an oval shape. 
 
Surface and Runway: extensive work was underway in late 1943 to improve the landing area around 
the runway. Had one approx. 1190 meter (1300 yards) concrete runway aligned ESE/WNW that was 
completed in Sep 43. 
 
Infrastructure: factory assembly shop, offices, major components shop, transformer house, flight 
hangar with a paved hangar apron, boiler house, metal treatment shops, machine shop, forge, stores, 
and light machine shops formed a compact group at the E boundary. An additional group of stores huts 
was off the N boundary. A special branch rail line served the factory buildings. 
 
Dispersal:  no organized dispersals. 
 
Defenses: protected by 4 heavy Flak positions (three of them with 6 guns each) and 10 light Flak 
positions. 
 
Satellites and Decoys: 

Fürth-Veitsbronn  (GER) 
(49 31 00 N – 10 54 15 E). 
Dummy 5.7 km NW of Fürth factory airfield, 4.5 km WNW of Fürth airfield and 1.2 km NE of the 
village of Veitsbronn. Mock-up included a group of stage-prop buildings simulating a factory 
airfield with dummy aircraft parked nearby. 

 
Remarks: 

• 25 Feb 44: Fürth aircraft components plant bombed by 172 B-24 Liberators. Post raid photos 
showed extensive damage and destruction to the factory buildings along the E boundary of the 
airfield. 

• 10 Sep 44: 60 B-17s bombed the Fürth aircraft components factory.  
• 08 Apr 45: 89 B-24s bombed the Blumenthal factory airfield thereby rendering the airfield heavily 

damaged, largely bombed out and no longer usable. (445th Bomb Group Mission #270 – 31 
B-24s dropped 39x1,000 lb. An-M44 General Purpose, 116x500 lb. AN-M43 General 
Purpose, and 112x500 lb. AN-M17 Aimable Incendiary Cluster bombs). 

 
Operational Units: none identified. 
 
Station Commands: Flugplatzkdo. of Fl.H.Kdtr. A(o) 16/XII Fürth (Apr-Jun 44); Flugplatzkdo. of 
Fl.H.Kdtr. A(o) 32/VII Fürth (1944-45). 
 
Station Units (on various dates – not complete): see under Fürth- Atzenhof airfield. 
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Fürth Blumenthal Me 262 Jet Aircraft Factory 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 24 

Date: 11 Apr 45 

Mission #: 273 

Position #: 25 

Acft Type: B-24HSH-25 DT 

Tail No: 42-51123 

Call Letter: K-King (MK-K+) 

Acft Name: Smelly Nelly 

Target Type: Amberg Railroad Marshalling Yards 

Target City: Amberg, Germany Sent:  33 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

McAnelly Robert C   1st Lt 1st Pilot 

Davis Frank (nmi)   Capt Co-Pilot/Command Pilot 

Freeman George N   2nd Lt Navigator 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

Durant Merlin D   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard H   S/Sgt Radio Operator 

Kaufmann Charles F   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Medlock Leslie I   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

 
WEDNESDAY, 11 APRIL 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 941: 
1,303 bombers and 913 fighters are dispatched to hit a variety of targets in Germany; 1 B-17 is lost: 
 
445 B-17s are sent to hit the Freiham oil depot (300) and Kraiburg munitions plant (133); secondary 
targets hit are the munitions depot at Landshut (1) and the marshalling yard at Treuchtlingen (1); 1 B-
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17 is lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 15 damaged; 1 airman is WIA and 10 MIA. Escorting are 273 
of 294 P-51s. 
 
509 B-17s are sent to hit the munitions depot (28) and marshalling yard (82) at Landshut; the airfield 
(131) and marshalling yard (79) at Ingolstadt; and the marshalling yards at Treuchtlingen (70) and 
Donauworth (108); no losses or casualties. The escort is 281 of 294 P-51s. 
 
346 B-24s are dispatched to hit Obertraubling Airfield (79), a munitions depot (31) and an oil depot 
(80) at Regensburg, and the marshalling yards at Neumarkt (71) and Amberg (73); 2 B-24s are 
damaged beyond repair and 5 damaged; 22 airmen are KIA. 211 P-47s and P-51s escort. 
 
Mission 942: 
9 B-24s drop leaflets in Germany during the night and 11 B-24s fly CARPETBAGGER missions in Denmark. 
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Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #24 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 6x1,000 lb. AN-M44 General Purpose bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
 
Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission 
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Amberg Railroad Marshalling Yard 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 25 

Date: 16 Apr 45 

Mission #: 276 

Position #: 25 

Acft Type: B-24HSH-25 DT 

Tail No: 42-51123 

Call Letter: K-King (MK-K+) 

Acft Name: Smelly Nelly 

Target Type: Landshut Railroad Marshalling Yard 

Target City: Landshut, Germany Sent:  33 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

McAnelly Robert C   1st Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George N   2nd Lt Navigator 

Pohner William H   2nd Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Curran William J   2nd Lt Radar Navigator 

Durant Merlin D   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard H   T/Sgt Radio Operator 

Kaufmann Charles F   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Rausch Karl H   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

 
MONDAY, 16 APRIL 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
3 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 954: 
In the afternoon, 1,252 bombers and 913 fighters are dispatched to attack rail targets in Germany; they 
claim 727-0-373 Luftwaffe aircraft; 1 B-24 and 31 fighters are lost. 
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273 of 306 B-24s bomb the marshalling yard at Landshut; 1 B-24 is lost, 2 damaged beyond 
repair and 8 damaged; 7 airmen are MIA. Escorting are 299 P-47s and P-51s; they claim 228-0-109 
aircraft on the ground; 1 P-47 and 16 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA). 
 
454 B-17s are sent to hit the marshalling yard (148), East rail bridge (72) and West rail bridge (74) at 
Regensburg, the Platting marshalling yard (77) and rail bridge at Straubing (76); 2 B-17s are damaged. 
The escort is 240 of 262 P-51s; they claim 2-0-0 aircraft in the air and 86-0-66 on the ground; 3 P-51s 
are lost (pilots MIA). 
 
286 of 298 P-51s fly a freelance mission in support of the bombers attacking 40+ landing grounds in 
Germany and Czechoslovakia; they claim 1-0-1 aircraft in the air and 410-0-198 on the ground; 9 P-51s 
are lost (pilots MIA). 
 
19 of 22 P-51s fly a scouting mission. 
 
16 P-51s escort 10 F-5s on photo reconnaissance missions over Germany; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA). 
 
Mission 955: 
During the morning, 485 of 489 B-17s bomb the tank ditch defense line at Pointe de Grave on the S side 
of the Gironde estuary in the Bordeaux area in support of the ground assault in that area; 14 B-17s are 
damaged. 
 
Mission 956: 
During the night, 11 of 12 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany. 
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Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #25 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 12x500 lb. AN-M43 General Purpose bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
 
Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission. 
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453rd Group dropping on Landshut Railroad Marshalling Yards 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Indv Msn #: 26 

Date: 25 Apr 45 

Mission #: 280 

Position #: 25 

Acft Type: B-24HSH-25 DT 

Tail No: 42-51123 

Call Letter: K-King (MK-K+) 

Acft Name: Smelly Nelly 

Target Type: Salzburg Railroad Marshalling Yard 

Target City: Salzburg, Austria Sent:  19 Lost:  0 

Name First Name MI Succ Rank Position 

McAnelly Robert C   1st Lt 1st Pilot 

Milo Chester (nmi)   2nd Lt Co-Pilot 

Freeman George N   1st Lt Navigator 

Pohner William H   1st Lt Pilotage Navigator 

Hamrick Harold T   1st Lt Bombardier 

Curran William J   1st Lt Radar Navigator 

Durant Merlin D   T/Sgt Engineer 

Cobb Richard H   T/Sgt Radio Operator 

Kaufmann Charles F   S/Sgt Left Waist Gunner 

Rausch Karl H   S/Sgt Right Waist Gunner 

Yagley Anthony J Jr S/Sgt Tail Turret Gunner 

Franz Anthony R   S/Sgt Top Turret Gunner 

 
WEDNESDAY, 25 APRIL 1945 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 
 
2 missions are flown. 
 
Mission 968: 
589 bombers and 486 fighters fly the final heavy bomber mission against an industrial 
target, airfields and rail targets in SE Germany and Czechoslovakia; they claim 1-1-0 Luftwaffe 
aircraft (including an Ar 234 jet); 6 bombers and 1 fighter are lost: 
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307 B-17s are sent to hit the airfield (78) and Skokda armament works at Pilsen, Czechoslovakia; 6 B-
17s are lost, 4 damaged beyond repair and 180 damaged; 8 airmen are WIA and 42 MIA. Escorting are 
188 of 206 P-51s. 
 
282 B-24s are sent to hit marshalling yards at Salzburg (109), Bad Reichenhall (56) and Hallein 
(57) and electrical transformers at Traunstein (56); 20 B-24s are damaged; 1 airman is WIA. The escort 
is 203 of 216 P-51s; they claim 1-0-0 aircraft in the air. 
 
Mission 969: 
During the night of 25/26 Apr, 11 B-24s drop leaflets in France, the Netherlands and Germany. 
 
12 B-24s and 1 A-26 are dispatched on CARPETBAGGER missions to Norway; 7 aircraft complete the 
mission. 
 
Individual Mission Notes: 

 

Personal note on mission #26 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 
Bomb Load: 

- Each aircraft carried 20x250 lb. AN-M57 General Purpose bombs and 4x500 lb. AN-M17 Aimable 
Incendiary Cluster bombs. 
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Tactical Mission Report: 
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Images courtesy of the Air Force Historical Research Agency © 
 

Losses: 

- There were no losses on this mission 
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Salzburg Railroad Marshalling Yard 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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The following images are extracts from the copies of official military records obtained from the 
National Archives and Records Administration. The pencil notations on the images were placed 
there to indicate the radio call letter for the aircraft if not shown in the original list. The number 
shown was the formation position number for the aircraft. That indicated the aircraft’s position 
in the formation when they assembled. 
 
You will see the names of the crew members in their assigned position. Often the gunners would 
change positions with one another in flight. An example would be if a person were assigned to 
fly in the ball turret, he could swap positions with another gunner. More often than not they 
would fly in a position where they were the most comfortable. 
 
You will notice the format for the load lists changed over the course of the war. Early on they 
only listed names and positions, no rank indicated. “W Gun” indicated waist gun positions. The 
Left Waist Gunner position comes first, followed by the Right Waist Gunner. “B Gun” indicates 
the Ball Turret Gunner and “T Gun” indicates the Tail Turret Gunner. Later on it was decided 
that not every plane flew with a bombardier as the formations would drop on the lead aircraft. 
The bombardier was replaced with a Nose Turret Gunner who would actually toggle the bomb 
release when he saw the lead plane drop. Some load lists included the serial numbers for the 
crew members. 
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Mission #1 – 27 Nov 44 – Offenburg, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 

 

Page 209 of 285



 

Mission #2 – 30 Nov 44 – Homburg, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #3 – 04 Dec 44 – Bebra, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 

 
According to the personal log of S/Sgt Anthony Yagley, he flew as an extra gunner on Lt. Hill's 
crew on the 04 Dec 44 mission to Bebra. 
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Mission #4 – 05 Dec 44 - Münster, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 

 

Page 212 of 285



 

Mission #5 – 10 Dec 44 – Bingen, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #6 – 11 Dec 44 – Hanau, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #7 – 24 Dec 44 - Bitburg/Mayan/Pelm, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #8 – 29 Dec 44 – Zülpich, Germany  
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #9 – 02 Jan 45 - Köblenz, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #10 – 28 Jan 45 – Kaisersthul, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #11 – 25 Feb 45 – Giebelstadt, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #12 – 27 Feb 45 – Halle, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #13 – 28 Feb 45 – Arnsberg, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #14 – 07 Mar 45 – Soest, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #15 – 11 Mar 45 – 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #16 – 18 Mar 45 – Henningsdorf, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #17 – 21 Mar 45 – Achmer, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #18 – 22 Mar 45 – Giebelstadt, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #19 – 24 Mar 45 – Wesel, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #20 – 30 Mar 45 – Wilhelmshaven, Germany  
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #21 – 04 Apr 45 – Perleberg, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #22 – 06 Apr 45 – Halle, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #23 – 08 Apr 45 - Fürth, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #24 – 11 Apr 45 – Amberg, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #25 – 16 Apr 45 – Landshut, Germany 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Mission #26 – 25 Apr 45 – Salzburg, Austria 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Many people believed that the crews flew their “own” plane for all of their missions. In the case 
of the 445th Bomb Group, for their very first mission a lot of the crews flew a plane other that 
what they had flown across the Atlantic Ocean enroute to England. After the mission to Kiel 
Germany’s submarine works, the crews requested that they fly the planes they were familiar 
with. This critique was made during the post-mission debriefing and was approved by the Group 
CO, Col Robert H. Terrill. 
 
If a plane suffered significate battle damage on a previous mission, then the crews would fly 
whatever aircraft was available for the day’s mission. 
 
The following images are collections of photographs provided by former members of the 445th 
Bomb Group (H), Dan Stockton’s most excellent B-24 Best Web website, from the records of 
the National Archives and Records Administration, and from the 445th museum at the airfield in 
Tibenham England. 

 

 

B-24J-1 FO, 42-50565, 700th BS (IS-Q+), “Ole King Cole” 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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B-24J-5 FO, 42-50811, 703rd BS (RN-E), “Patty Girl” 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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B-24HSH-25 DT, 42-51123, 701st BS (MK-K+), “Smelly Nelly” 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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The following pages represent a “current view” of the targets this individual flew against. Thanks to 
today’s satellite imagery, we can now show you precise locations of targets that were hit. In many 
cases, even though three-quarters of a century has passed since those bombing missions have been 
flown, there is clear proof of the level of destruction that was wrought upon the enemy. Bomb craters 
can still be seen and airfields in Germany and those countries occupied by the Germans can still be 
recognized. 
 
In Germany many of the Luftwaffe airfields with paved runways, aprons, and factory facilities are now 
host to a large number of solar array farms which service the surrounding communities. 

 

Page 238 of 285



 

Mission #1 – 27 Nov 44 – Offenburg Marshalling Yard 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #2 – 30 Nov 44 – Homburg Marshalling Yard 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #3 – 04 Dec 44 – Bebra Marshalling Yard 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro™ 
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Mission #4 – 05 Dec 44 - Münster Marshalling Yard 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #5 – 10 Dec 44 – Bingen Marshalling Yard 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #6 – 11 Dec 44 – Hanau Marshalling Yard 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #7 – 24 Dec 44 – Bitburg Communication Center 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #5 – 29 Dec 44 – Zülpich Communications Center 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #9 – 02 Jan 45 - Köblenz/Güls Railroad Bridge 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #10 – 28 Jan 45 – Dortmund/ Kaisersthul Benzol Refinery 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #11 – 25 Feb 45 – Giebelstadt Me 262 Jet Airfield 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #12 – 27 Feb 45 – Halle Marshalling Yard 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #13 – 28 Feb 45 – Arnsberg Railroad Viaduct 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #14 – 07 Mar 45 – Soest Marshalling Yard 

Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro™ 

Page 252 of 285



 

Mission #15 – 11 Mar 45 – Kiel Submarine Pen 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro™ 
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Mission #16 – 18 Mar 45 – Henningsdorf Tank Factory 

Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #17 – 21 Mar 45 – Achmer Me 262 Jet Airfield 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #18 – 22 Mar 45 – Giebelstadt Me 262 Jet Airfield 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #19 – 24 Mar 45 – Operation VARSITY – Jump Across the Rhine River 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #20 – 30 Mar 45 – Wilhelmshaven Sub Pen, Docks and Shipyard 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #21 – 04 Apr 45 – Perleberg Me 262 Jet Airfield 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #22 – 07 Apr 45 – Ha;;e German Army Headquarters 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro™ 
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Mission #23 – 08 Apr 45 - Fürth Blumenthal Me 262 Jet Aircraft Factory 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #24 – 11 Apr 45 – Amberg Marshalling Yard 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #25 - 16 Apr 45 - Landshut marshalling Yard 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Mission #26 – 25 Apr 45 – Salzburg, Austria 
Image courtesy of Google Earth Pro © 
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Awards of the Air Medal to S/Sgt Anthony Yagley 
Image courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration © 
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Letter graduating from crew selection training 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Stopover enroute to England 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Info card 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Goose Bay Facilities Map 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Collection of aerial gunners 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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42-51480 with radar jamming antennas on the bottom of the fuselage 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Taken outside squadron office 

Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
 

Page 273 of 285



 

Taken outside barracks after transfer to 701st Squadron 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Formation of 445th B-24’s overhead 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 

Page 276 of 285



 

Actual strike photo of Achmer Germany 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Newspaper writeup of Achmer mission 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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War’s over – getting ready to go home 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 

 

  

Yagley, Cobb & Mills Van Sant, Yagley, Freeman, unk, Ozanick, Cobb & unk 

Images courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Flight line in Iceland 
 

 

Another shot of the flight line 
 

 

The opposite direction of the flight line 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Stroll on the flight line Mills 
  

 

Ozanick, Yagley, Van Sant, & Milo 
Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Engineer – Collinger 

Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
 

 

 
Mills & pup in Iceland Milo & Yagley 

Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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Crew & passengers in Newfoundland 

 

 
Limo service in Newfoundland 

Image courtesy of Anthony J. Yagley Jr. family 
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